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ABSTRACT
The extremely high incidence o f d e n ta l defec ts  among the  
population hat pointed up the importance o f d en ta l d isease in  th e  
whole h e a lth  p ictu re*  The fa c ts  th a t  d en ta l h ea lth  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
begin w ith  the te e th  of ch ild ren  and th a t  neg leo t of d en ta l care i s  
g rea te r  in  ru ra l  a reas  than in  c i t ie s  b ring  the problem to  a fo ca l 
point* And, s ince the negleot of den ta l care i s  not oaused e n t i re ly  
by a  lack o f p ro fessio n a l manpower or by lack of economic means, i t  
i s  apparent th a t  in v estig a tio n s  o f  other fa c to rs  a re  in  order* Hypo­
th e t ic a l ly ,  a l l  o f the many elements which combine to  form the 
a t t i tu d e s  o f paren ts have a bearing  on the den ta l care th a t  ch ild ren  
receive* Therefore th is  i s  an inquiry  in to  the  a t t i tu d e s  o f ru ra l  
paren ts toward d en ta l care fo r children*
Two e n t i r e ly  ru ra l  minor c iv i l  d iv isions were se le c te d , one to  
rep re sen t n o rth  Louisiana and the o ther south Louisiana. A dult inform- 
an ts  from eaoh fam ily in  these areas were interview ed and th e ir  
responses recorded on schedules* The inform ation thus obtained con­
s t i tu te d  the  basic  data fo r the analysis*  Broadly speaking, th is  
study proposed to  co n trib u te  to  the general knowledge about h ea lth  by 
determ ining in so fa r as is  possib le  the causal r e la t io n  between the 
a t t i tu d e s  and opinions o f r u ra l  parents on the one hand and the 
d e n ta l care th a t  th e ir  ch ild ren  received on the other*
A nalysis of the survey data ind ica tes  th a t  the o r ig in a l 
se le c tio n  o f a sample population brought together persons from two
x l
area*  and race* who, although rep re sen ta tiv e  of th e i r  surrounding 
people* and in  some degree of the general ru ra l  population , d iffe re d  
s ig n if ic a n tly  in  sp ee iflo  © harao teristies*
The study o f th e  s ta tu s  o f d en ta l hygiene and d isorder*  in  
th e  survey area* revealed  th a t ,  although th e  incidence o f den ta l 
d isorder*  1* h igh , th e  amount o f p ro fessio n a l ©are given to  children  
i*  r e la t iv e ly  small* Moreover, approved p ra c tic e s  w ith  regard to  
d en ta l hygiene a re  a t  a minimum* Area and raoe d ifferences in d ica te  
th a t  n o rth  Louisianians as compared with south Louisianians and 
white* a* compared w ith  degrees have advantages in  these respects*
Among the reasons given fo r parents* neg lecting  den ta l care 
fo r  ch ild ren  i t  i s  evident th a t  p aren ta l apathy and the  lack of 
finances are the most important* The an a ly sis  shows a r e la t iv e ly  
constan t p a tte rn  o f area and raoe d if f e r e n t ia ls  which i s  s ig n ifican t*  
Compared w ith  no rth  Louisiana persons the south Louisiana informants 
more o ften  expressed the opinion th a t  f in a n c ia l problems are  more 
im portant than p aren ta l apathy as  reasons fo r neg leo t o f den tal ear* 
fo r children* S im ila rly , Negro inform ants, in  c o n tra s t to  white 
inform ants, more often  f e e l  th a t  f in a n c ia l problems a re  of g rea te r 
importance than apathy as a reason for the negleot of children«s te e th  
by permits*
The inform ation p e rta in in g  to  informants * knowledge and 
opinions o f den ta l d iso rders in d ica tes  th a t the large m ajority  of 
them do no t know the causes o f such d isorders or do n o t have reason­
ab ly  accurate  opinions conoerning them* I t  is  possib le  to  generalise
xii
th a t  n o rth  Louisianian* are  more a p t to  ho n o i l  informed than south 
L ouisian ians* and white* are  more l ik e ly  to  b© w all informed than 
Negroes on th*s* n a tte rs*  The inqu iry  mad* reveal* in  no uncerta in  
way th a t  ru ra l  parents a s  a group a re  n e t w ell informed about c e r ta in  
den ta l fac ts*  Although there  Is  no t enough consistency in  d ifference* 
of informants* knowledge to  make g en era lisa tio n s  w ith  regard  to  area 
c h a ra c te r is tic s*  th e  Negroes do not have a* much Inform ation on the** 
d en ta l fa c ts  as do the w hites in  e i th e r  area*
The study of ©pinions and a tti tu d e *  re la t iv e  to  se lec ted  
comparative and d iagnostic  aspects  o f d en ta l ear* brought out the 
f a c t  th a t s ig n if ic a n t proportions o f the  genera1 ru ra l  population 
hold b e lie fs  which m il i ta te  ag a in st sueh care fo r  children* More 
south Louisianians than no rth  Louisianians* and more Negroes than 
w hites* hold b e l ie f s  th a t  can be so in terpreted*
The analyse* o f th e  in te r- re la tio n sh ip s  between socio-economic 
fac to rs  and a tt i tu d e s  suggests th a t  such fac to rs  bear a causal 
re la tio n  to  inform ants* knowledge, a ttitu d es*  and opinions re la tiv e  
to  d en ta l care fo r children* Although r a c ia l  d ifferences a re  not 
pronounced, genera lly  the whites a re  characterized  by more d ire c t 
asso c ia tio n s  between these two type* o f factors#
There 1* a f a i r  degree o f consistency In a t t i tu d e s  expressed 
and d en ta l p rac tices  followed* The fao t th a t  the two are  no t more 
c lo se ly  re la ted*  however* in d ica tes  th a t  more work o f an educational 
natu re  must be done*
x l l i
F in a lly , in  I t*  e n t i r e ty ,  th is  study in d ica ted  th a t  d e n ta l 
h ea lth  is  in ex trica b ly  woven In to  the  whole s o c ia l fab ric*  I t*  
major co n trib u tio n  is  th a t  i t  adds to  the knowledge which can be 
used as a basis  fo r improving the general h ea lth  le v e l .
x iv
CHAPTER X
IKTKGDCCTION
I .  STATEMiT OF THE PROBLEM
An alarming incidence o f den ta l d efec ts  among our population 
hae been recognised during recen t years* $he d is tu rb in g  estim ate 
made in  1945 before a  Senate subcommittee* showed th a t*  fo r every 
100 persons In  the  general population# th ere  are  needed* on the av­
erage* 190 e x tra c tio n s , 500 f i l l in g s #  100 d en ta l examinations* 50 
crowns and bridges# and 50 f u l l  dentures** The seriousness o f th i s  
s itu a tio n  can be f u l ly  appreciated  only when i t  i s  re a lise d  th a t  
d en ta l i l l  h e a lth  can be the d ire c t or in d ire c t cause o f Innumerable 
o ther maladies* Neglected# untreated* and diseased te e th  and gums 
are  o ften  responsib le  fo r p a in fu l toothaches* acute den ta l abscesses* 
and sc a tte re d  foca l in fe c tio n s  whioh sometimes re s u l t  in  ailm ents 
such as a r th r i t i s #  n e u r itis*  neuralgia* valvu lar h ea rt disease* d is ­
orders of the kidneys and the  g a s tro in te s tin a l  tra c t*
Beyond a doubt* den ta l h e a lth  problems begin w ith the  te e th  
of children* Surveys show th a t  more than 95 per cent of ch ild ren  
reaching the age o f 15 have already suffered  some decay in th e ir
* P m ta l Hesearch and Dental Care* Hearings before a Sub­
committee of th e  Committee on Education and labor* l i l t e d  S ta tes 
Senate* 79th Congress# F ir s t  Session on S. 1 9 0  and S* 1099* 
Washington! Government F ain ting  Office* 1945* p* 9*
1
2permanent tee th*^  And# although the  negleot of den tal oar© i s  wide-* 
spread# i t  i e  g rea te r  in  ru ra l  areas than in  the  oi-Le**? The 
so o ia l s c ie n tis t#  in  view o f the numerous stud ies  which make sueh 
comparisons# has l i t t l e  d i f f ic u l ty  In  hypothecating many reasons# 
assoc ia ted  w ith  so c ia l and economic factors#  which might pyramid to  
cause paren t-ch ild#  white-Negro, and ru ra l-u rban  d if f e re n t ia ls  in  
unmet d en ta l care needs*
th e  present study concerns the re la t iv e  ta rd in e ss  on th e  p art 
o f th e  ru ra l  paren ts in  bringing th e ir  ch ild ren  fo r needed den tal 
care* th i s  problem assumes serious proportions to  those who are  
in te re s te d  in  improving and conserving human resources* Undoubtedly 
some people negleot to  provide themselves and th e i r  ch ild ren  w ith 
necessary den ta l care because they  do not r e a l is e  how o lose ly  den ta l 
h ea lth  i s  re la te d  to  general health* Nevertheless# the  issue  i s  
much more complicated than th is*  ^tudies have shown th a t  people w il l  
almost always put o ff  necessary den ta l treatm ent unless they  are in  
extreme discomfort*^ Dental p rac titio n e rs#  themselves# are not un­
aware of th e  d i f f ic u l ty  of g e ttin g  people to  come fo r needed care#
^ "Health Problems of School-age Children#” S ta t i s t i c a l  
B ulletin#  M etropolitan L ife  Insurance Co*# XXVIII# No* fi (1947), $•
*
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* ^bid*# p- 219* Ih is  fa c t  i s  discussed under "Psychological
Factors" which a ffec ted  the  Farm Security  A dm inistration den tal 
program in  fiandolph County# Georgia*
3b u t th ey  haw  no t had the  necessary  inform ation to  i n i t i a t e  a  
rem edial program* What they  haw  done recen tly  i s  to  diagnose 
c o rre c tly  th e  problem as one belonging to  the realm  of the so c ia l 
sciences and to  look fo r  help from s p e c la l is ts  in  these  f ie ld s*  Doctor 
kennsth A • k ae llo k , aseoeia te  professor o f operative and public h ea lth  
d e n tis try  a t  the  U n iversity  o f Miohigan, po in ts  out th a t "people 
negleot d en ta l oare because they  have not learned th a t  d en ta l h ea lth  
i s  so e s s e n tia l  th a t  i t  must be purchased,H and c re d its  a psycholo-» 
g is t  with b ringing  th i s  f a c t  to  the a tte n tio n  of the  Dental H ealth 
Economies In s t i tu te * 8 Further com plicating the an a ly s is  and more 
p o s itiv e ly  assigning I t  to  th e  f ie ld  of soo ia l research  i s  the know­
ledge th a t  th e  high Incidence o f unmet d en ta l care needs i s  not en­
t i r e l y  caused by a lack o f p ro fessional manpower or o f economic means*® 
Despite the  marked paucity  o f fa c tu a l data  regarding the  pre­
c ise  in fluence of a t t i tu d e s  upon h ea lth  p ra c tic e s , i t  seems lo g ica l 
to  suppose th a t  they do have a d e f in ite  bearing on unmet d en ta l needs*
^ Ib id* ,  p* 48*
8 Zt i s  not meant to  imply th a t  th ere  e x is ts  an adequate 
supply of d en ta l p ra c ti t io n e rs  or th a t lack of funds do not play 
an important ro le  in  the  d if f e r e n t ia l  between d en ta l care received 
and needed* The opposite i s  true*  In Louisiana, fo r in stan ce , 
th e re  are  3434 persons fo r  every d e n t is t ,  whereas the reoonsnended 
p o p u la tio n -d en tis t r a t io  i s  1600 people per d en tis t*  See Homer 
L* H itt  and Alvin L* B ertrand, Sooial Aspects of H ospital Planning 
in  Louisiana,  Louisiana Btudy Series Ho* X, Baton hougei Louisiana 
A g ricu ltu ra l Experiment S ta tio n  and Health and H ospital D iv ision , 
O ffice o f the Governor, co -operating , August, 1947, p . 38* Chapter 
I I I  o f  the p resen t study w ill  in d ica te  the importance of f in a n c ia l 
considera tions in  ru ra l  den tal care*
The group conductlag a  survey o f Louisiana*s school ch ild ren  found 
some in d ica tio n s  th a t the a t t i tu d e s  of paren ts towards d en ta l ears 
was a  fa c to r  in  th e  discrepancy between what ch ildren  needed and the 
den ta l oare they  a c tu a lly  received**^ I t  follow s th a t  a l l  the  many 
elem ents, including customs, b e l ie f s ,  t r a d i t io n s ,  in s t i tu t io n s ,  and 
unique l i f e  experiences, which combine to  mold and form a t t i tu d e s  are 
themselves re la te d  to  d en ta l care* These assumptions open the way 
fo r  th e  present study* The coming generations are the human poten­
t i a l  e f  our so c ie ty , and the g reat need is  fo r  research  which w il l  
help  us r e a l is e  the maximum from th i s  p o ten tia l*  The study of the 
causal ro le  of a t t i tu d e s  in  unmet den ta l needs of ru ra l  ch ild ren , 
while only a  minor exp loration  on the w e t f ro n tie r  of so o ia l re ­
search , can conceivably b lase  a  t r a i l  which may widen in to  a 
w e ll- trav e led  highway o f human betterm ent*8
R elation  to  the  General F ie ld  o f Health 
W ell-informed medical men w il l  not question th e  comparative 
Importance of den ta l ears in  the h ea lth  p ic tu re  as a whole* In f a c t ,  
they know th a t  more d iseases are connected w ith the mouth than w ith
^ "Louisiana Educational Survey,” Louisiana Educational Survey 
Commission, Baton Rouge, 1942, Vol. X, Section 3, pp. 11-13*
® A ca re fu l review of l i te r a tu r e  revealed th a t ,  although there  
seems to  be a vague awareness o f the possib le  importance o f a t t i tu d e s ,  
very l i t t l e  research  has been done in  th is  p a r tic u la r  fie ld *  For th a t  
m atte r, the  w rite r  could find  very l i t t l e  on the ro le  th a t  a t t i tu d e s  
played In any h ea lth  problem.
5way o th er p e r t o f th e  body*® Moreover, s tud ios o f S e lec tive  Service 
end army physica l examinations pointed out th a t  d en ta l defeot s were 
among the leading causes fo r  re je c tio n  from m ili ta ry  service»*° Suoh 
evidence in d ic a te s  th a t  den ta l h ea lth  i s  an im portant aspect o f  general 
h e a lth  and Is  basic  to  physical and mental w ell-being* I t  m erits  con­
s id e rab ly  mere a t te n tio n  than  I t  has received  in  both the  research  
and planning f ie ld s*  The p o s itio n  here taken* therefore*  i s  th a t the  
e f fo r ts  expended to  marshal inform ation fundamental to  d en ta l h ea lth  
a re  a t  the  same tim e strengthening so c ie ty ’ a p o s itio n  a l l  along the 
h ea lth  fron t*
R elation  to  the F ie ld  o f Sociology 
A tten tion  has been ca lled  to  the fao t th a t "The problems o f 
h ea lth  are  common ground fo r the various so c ia l sciences*"1* I f  th e  
contemporary medical research  worker is  not aware of th e  so c ia l b a s is  
of h e a lth , i t  i s  not because th i s  i s  a discovery of recen t origin* 
Credit has been given the  founders of the  g reat o r ie n ta l re l ig io n s  of 
the  p re-C hris tian  e ra  fo r  incorporating what was regarded in  th e ir  
day as "laws of hea lth "  in to  th e i r  "systems of tru th s* "  This was 
e s s e n tia l ly  a  recogn ition  of the re la t io n  between good hea lth  and
® Dental Research and Dental Care* p* 24*
^  Ib id ** p* 6*
11 o t ia  D. Dunoan and O thers, Social liesearch on h e a lth , Hew 
York* Social Science Hesearch Council, 1946, p* 16*
sthe  in s t i tu t io n a l  s tru c tu re s  and processes of th e  people*
The so c ia l s c ie n t is t  knows th a t  hea lth  reforms involve not 
only  the  providing of knowledge* f a c i l i t i e s #  and services* hut a lso  
the  inducing o f the  population to  accept and u t i l i s e  them* Hro« 
fe a so r  Homer I** H itt  has pointed out th a t  "almost e w ry  ra t io n a l  
scheme to  Improve h ea lth  req u ire s  inform ation which the  so c ia l 
researcher i s  b est equipped by h ie  s k i l l s  and knowledge to  s u p p l y *  "2*2 
la  t h i s  respect the a t t i tu d e s  and opinions of the  people are  one o f 
the  primary conditioning fa c to rs  in  a l l  h ea lth  programs* Evidence 
o f th i s  i s  found in  th e  s tead fas t re s is ta n c e  of some population groups 
to  proved h ea lth  p ractices#  such as  preventive vaccination* The 
problem in  regard to  d en ta l care was phrased by Dr* K&slick as 
followss "People need to  be disabused o f in co rrec t information* 
much o f i t  s t i l l  fo lk lo re | they  need to  learn# and they need to  be 
stim ulated to  follow  s c ie n ti f ic  den ta l h ea lth  habits*"*®
This study* then* i s  an e f fo r t  to  con trib u te  to  th e  general 
f ie ld  o f h ea lth  by research  in to  the a t t i tu d e s  and opinions o f  ru ra l  
parents towards d en ta l care fo r children* I t  i s  the outgrowth of 
surveys and s tu d ies  which in d ica te  th a t  the  a v a i la b i l i ty  of both
12 Homer L* H itt*  "How Social Research Can Contribute to  
the  Improvement o f Rural Health*" Paper read before the meeting 
of the A ssociation of Southern A g ricu ltu ra l Workers# Washington# 
D* C.# February 13# 1948#
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7d e n tis ts  and the economic wherewithal did not guarantee th a t  ch ild ren  
would receive  treatm ent#
The Scope and Purpose of the Study
i n i i a i i ' i i  m am tm m  #■■— * wmttmmSmrnm  «wwt— M m iw dw
G enerally speakings th e  purpose of th is  study Is  to  a sc e rta in  
th e  nature  and in te n s ity  of p a ren ta l a t t i tu d e s  an tag o n istic  to  d en ta l 
care fo r  children* Im p lic it In  th i s  statem ent I s  th e  aim of exploring 
re la tio n sh ip s  between socio-economic charac to r1st ice and opinions and 
a t t i tu d e s  as w ell as o f te s t in g  the consistency of d cn ta l-oare  prac­
t i c e s  and p a r t ic u la r  expressed a tti tu d e s*  &ore sp ec ifica lly *  the 
approach involves th re e  major o b jec tiv es  which grew from the  pre­
lim inary work w ith secondary source m ateria ls  and from personal 
interview s and correspondence with p ro fessional men*^
The f i r s t  purpose o f th i s  study i s  to  a sc e rta in  and describe 
se lec ted  soc io log ica l and economic c h a ra c te r is t ic s  exh ib ited  by the 
population under observation , to  lea rn  the extent of th e i r  informa­
tio n  conoerning d en ta l care fo r  ch ild re n , and to  determine some
relevan t se lected  a t t i tu d e s  and opinions of these persons* Studies
of the c h a ra c te r is t ic s  and a t t i tu d e s  of ru ra l  people are  numerous, 
and much m ate ria l is  av a ilab le  in  these f ie ld s*  In th i s  respect the 
present study i s  not presumptuous enough to  propose s ig n if ic a n t con­
t r ib u tio n s  in  e ith e r  o f thee© fie ld s*  I t  is  hoped, th a t  the finding®
These included d e n tis ts  as m i l  txj s o c io l o g i s t s  and s o c ia l  
psychologists*
8w ith  resp ec t to  a t t i tu d e  p a tte rn s  towards d en ta l oare fo r  ch ild ren  
w i l l  bo app licab le  to  s im ila r  populations elsewhere*
The second purpose i s  to  analyse the a sso c ia tio n  o f the 
a t t i t u d e s , opinions, and inform ation of paren ts w ith th e i r  various 
socio-economic c h a ra c te r is t io s * This type o f in v es tig a tio n  has been 
conspicuously neglected—a neg leo t p a r t ic u la r ly  unfortunate inasmuch 
as  the su b jec t is  v i t a l  to  c e r ta in  phases of h ea lth  planning* The 
questions a r is in g  from such a study oonoern p a r t ic u la r ly  the causal 
ro le  which so o ia l and economic fa c to rs  have in  the form ation of 
a t t i tu d e s  and n e c e ss ita te  the consideration  of r e la t iv e ly  unexplored 
areas in  ru ra l  sociology* I t  is  hoped th a t  exp lorations of these 
in te r- re la tio n sh ip s  w il l  suggest rem edial measures to  in te re s te d  
hea lth  planners*
The f in a l  purpose i s  to  iso la te  and d escrib e , wherever p o ssi­
b le ,  the a t t l tu d in s l  d i f f e re n t ia ls  of Negroes and w h ites, and of 
persons rep resen ting  north and south Louisiana cu ltures*  The an a ly sis  
d ire c ted  toward th is  ob jec tive  compares the d is tr ib u tio n  of ch a rac te r­
i s t i c s ,  inform ation, opin ions, and a t t i tu d e s .  Such comparisons are 
n ecess ita ted  because o f c u l tu ra l  and economic d if f e re n t ia ls  and are 
in te r je c te d  throughout the disoussions wherever they seem appropriate*
I I .  ATTITUDES AND OPINIONSj DEFINITIONS AND MEASUREMENT
The t i t l e  of th i s  section  may appear over-am bitious to  the 
person fa m ilia r  w ith the  l i te r a tu r e  in  the f ie ld  of a ttitu d e s*
A ctually* the th re e fo ld  purpose of aetiuaiating th© reader w ith the  
concepts o f a t t i tu d e s  and opinion© as the boms are  used in  th i s  
study* o f b r ie f ly  reviewing th e  theory on ru ra l  a ttitu d e *  and o f  
examining the range of methodology employed in  discovering and 
measuring the involved concepts# l im its  the ta sk  considerably* The 
d ieoussions of what has been w ritten  in  thee© p a r tic u la r  areas* 
although b rie f#  are  s u f f ic ie n t  to  introduce the d e f in itio n s  and 
construc ts  to  be used and to  o rie n t the reader*
The D efin itions o f A ttitu d es  and Opinion*
The h is to ry  o f s tu d ies  of a t t i tu d e  and opinion as  such i s  
confined to  the tw en tie th  century* nevertheless* no branch of coo ia l 
psychology has commanded more a tte n tio n  during the la s t  two decades 
than  so c ia l a tt i tu d e s*  In 1940* Bird s ta te d  th a t a t  le a s t  1500 
a r t ic le s  dealing  w ith th e o re tic a l  and experim ental aspects of th i s  
f ie ld  had appeared w ith in  a 20-year perio d **-8 U n til recently* how­
ever# th e re  has been a  conspicuous lack of su b s ta n tia l ideas ap p li­
cable to  f ie ld s  of human engineering such as i s  th e  concern of th i s  
study* In  h is  recen t review of the  l i te r a tu r e  on o p in io n -a ttitu d e  
methodology* MoHemar oouId fin d  only 155 t i t l e s  of research  mentioned* 
and 98 of these  were dated between 1940 and 1946*^® And* although
Charles Bird# Social Psychology* hew York* D* Appleton- 
Century Co** 1940* p* 142*
^  t«ulnn MoKemar* "General heview and Summary of Qplnion- 
A ttitu d e  Methodology*" Psychological b u lle tin *  XLXIX (1940)* 249-374*
the person in te re s te d  in  any p a r t ic u la r  sool&l in s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  find  
a  l i t t l e  p e rtin e n t inform ation av a ilab le  in  t3ie l i te ra tu re #  a major 
p a rt o f  th e  a t t i tu d e  work: has been d ir e c te d  toward n a tio n a lity #  r&oe# 
p o l i t i c a l  and economic in s titu tio n s#  and em otion a l fa c t o r s  underlying 
a tti tu d e s*  Too# aa i s  g e n e r a lly  the  case  w ith  a now and popular d i s ­
c ip l in e #  th e re  has b*>en soive c o n fu s io n  a s  t o  ter m in o lo g y  tmd d e f in i ­
t io n s  and as to  the framework w ith in  which so c ia l a t t i t u d e s  d e'^ lop od*  
Thera is#  then# a n e ce ss ity  to  examine c a r e f u l ly  the m a te r ia l  
av a ilab le  fo r  the b asic  assumptions o f  d e fin itio n s  and fo r the gener­
a l ly  agreed-upon s tru c tu ra l  aspect of the so o lo -o u ltu ra l environment 
w ith in  which a t t i tu d e s  and opinions are born and grow* Also# th e re  
i s  need to  review the p r in c ip le s  of measurement fo r  the one most 
app licab le  to  th e  present study*
A ttitudes*  The term ’’a t t i tu d e ” has been defined in  many 
d if fe re n t w ays*^ This fa c t  i s  not su rp ris in g  because o f the nature
17 For in stance i Thomas and Zn&nieokl c a lle d  an a ttitu d e #  "A 
process o f  in d iv id u a l consciousness which determines r e a l  or possib le 
a c t iv i ty  of th e  ind iv idual in  th e  so c ia l world#" Herbert Blumer# An 
A ppraisal o f  Thomas and ZaaaicoR l's THE POLISH PBASA3T IB EUROPE AMP 
AhHRlCAr~Critiques of research  in  th e  Social Sciences# 1# New Yorki 
Social Science Research Council B u lle tin  44# 1939# p« 20; Kimball 
Young defines th e  a t t i tu d e  as represen ting  "an in te rn a l or so -ca lled  
mental se t or tendency to  respond fo r or against# toward or away# in  
favor o f  o r in  opposition  to  some person# group# or s itu a tio n  in  
advance of th e  f u l l  opportunity  to  do so#" Sociology* Mew Yorks The 
American Book Co*# 1942# p* 372; C* K irkpatrick  defines th e  terra as 
" • • • an a n o tio n a l-id eo -v erb a l system favorable or unfavorable to  
some so c ia l s itu a tio n # ” "Assumption and Methods in  A ttitu d in a l 
Jteasurezaents**1 American S ocio log ical Review# I  (1938)# 75-381 L* 0. 
Doob says th a t  *Vn a t t i tu d e  i s  a preparedness for 001,10 fu tu re  
a c t iv i ty  th a t  p re -e x is ts  in  the indiv idual#" Propaganda* Mew York*
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o f the  concept. However, os he* been in tim ated 9 in  order fo r exper­
iment end s tu d ies  to  be oomparable, i t  i s  necessary  to  use & d e f in i­
t io n  ap p licab le  to  o il*  The d e f in itio n  which conforms to  th e  g re a te s t 
ex ten t w ith  the general usage in  experim ental l i te r a tu r e  seems to  be 
th a t  o f Murphy, Murphy, and Newcomb*10 They hove defined " a tti tu d e s"  
as "v erbalised  or v e rb a lizab le  tendencies , d isp o s itio n s , or adjustm ents 
toward c e r ta in  a c ts ."  In o ther words, an a t t i tu d e  is  the p rep ara tio n , 
s o t  n e c e ssa rily  complete, of the ind iv idual to  a d ju s t to  a sp ec ific  
s itu a tio n  in  a given way* A ttitu d es  can be ch a rac te rised  as " sp e c if ic  
or general reac tio n  tendencies which q u a lify , temper, and con tro l the  
in te rp re ta tio n  o f and response to  new s itu a tio n s* "* 0 In i t s  sim plest
Henry Holt and Co*, 1956, p* 51} J • K* Folsom*e d e f in it io n  s ta te s  th a t  
" the  bond-creating system of forces which i s  organized in  each nerv­
ous system i s  odlled  an a t t i t u d e S ocia l Psychology, Mew York* Harper 
and B rothers, 1951, p* 6y D* H* gulp , making a f in e  d is t in c t io n  between 
a t t i tu d e ,  judgment, b e l ie f ,  opinion, and f a c ts ,  described  an a t t i tu d e  
as "a v erbal expression of a  behavior tendency towards a value o b jec t,"  
"Concepts in  A ttitu d e  T ests ,"  Sociology and Social Research, XK (1955), 
218-224} Joseph S. Rouoek, e t  a i . ,  S ocia l C on tro l, Mew'Yorkt D* Van 
gostrand and Co*, Dae*, 194Y7 P* 40, and SteW rt'’ H* B r i t t ,  S ocial 
Psychology o f Modern L ife , Hew Yorks F arrar and R inehart, Inc • , 1 9 4 1 ,  
p . 100, "Follow A llp o rt in  defin ing  a t t i tu d e s  as "a mental and neural 
s ta te  o f read in ess , organized through experience, ex ertin g  a d ire c tiv e  
o r dynamic influence upon the ind iv idual*s response to  a l l  o b jec ts  and 
s itu a tio n s  to  which i t  is  re la ted "}  R* T» L&Piere and P* R* Farnsworth 
e a l l  a t t i tu d e s ,  "a la te n t  adjustm ent p a tte rn  toward some sp ec if ic  
s i tu a t io n ,"  S ocia l Psychology, Row Yorki McGraw-Hill Book Co*, In c ., 
1936, p* 221j CKarles 'Sird W oadly conceives an a t t i tu d e  as denoting,
"an adjustm ent o f an ind iv idual toward a se lec ted  aspect of id s  environ­
ment or o f h is  own conduct," Social Psychology, Hew York* D* Appleton- 
Century Co*, 1940, p* 145} etc*
Gardner Morphy, Lois B* Murphy, and T* M* Newcomb, Experimental 
S ocia l Psychology, Hew York* Hhrper ft Bros*, 1957, p. 089*
1® gim ball Young, S ocial psychology, New York* P. S. C rofts 
ft C o., Ino*, 1944, p» 121*
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d e f in it io n  an a t t i tu d e  i t  e s s e n t ia l ly  a form of a n tic ip a to ry  response»
a beginning o f ac tio n  ( in  th a t i t  i s  verba lisab le)#  which i s  not
n e c e ssa r ily  completed**^
There are  im portant fea tu re s  of a t t i tu d e s  which are adjunct to
th e i r  d e f in itio n  and which must be kept in  mind when they are being
stu d ied « These have been very w ell put by Young as follows*
* * * F irs t*  although not to  be confused w ith  Images and 
v erba lised  ideas (words)* a t t i tu d e s  are u su a lly  associa ted  w ith 
images* Ideas* or ex te rn a l o b jec ts  o f a tten tio n *  Second* a t t i tu d e s  
express d irec tio n *  That is*  they  not only mark the  incep tion  of 
overt response to  s itu a tio n s*  bu t give d ire c tio n  to  t h i s  action* 
They are  ch arac te rised  by approach or withdrawal* l ik e s  or d is ­
likes*  favorable or unfavorable reactions*  loves or hates* as 
these  are d ire c ted  to  sp ec ific  or generalised  s itu a tio n s*  Third* 
a ttitu d e s*  a t  le a s t  th e  s ig n if ic a n t ones* are  linked  to  fee lin g s  
and emotions* P leasant or unpleasant a sso c ia tio n s  w ith an ob ject 
o r  s itu a tio n —-fear* rage* love* and a l l  th e  complicated and 
learned emotions—play  a p a rt in  a tti tu d e s* ^1
Although q u ite  a b i t  of work has been done by way of c la s s ­
ify in g  a tti tu d e s*  i t  i s  beyond the  present scope o f d efin itio n *  I'ha 
in te re s te d  reader w ill  f in d  ready references in  any of the b e t te r  
so c ia l psychology te x ts*
Opinions* Psychologists* so c ia l psychologists* so c io log ists*  
and so c ia l s c ie n t is ts  in  general have a tendency to  use the te rn s
The author i s  f u l ly  aware th a t K irkpatrick  and o thers have 
shown th a t  p o s tu ra l adjustments* grimaces* and o ther bodily  o rie n ta ­
t io n s  may serve to  denote a t t i tu d e s  correctly*  but wishes to  s tre s s  
the fa c t th a t  a t t i tu d e s  are  verbalisab le*  See C» K irkpatrick* "Content 
o f a  Scale fo r  Measuring A ttitu d es  toward Feminism*" Journal of 
Sociology A S ocial Research* XX (1936)* 612-526*
^  Young* Social Psychology* p* 121*
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" a tt i tu d e s "  and "opinions" interchangeably* The more c a re fu l of  
them* however, po in t out th a t  these oonoepts are d if fe re n t and should 
not he confused* The research  worker must be aware of  th i s  d i f f e r ­
ence even though, as  w i l l  be seen, i t  is  almost im possible to  conduct 
an " a t t i tu d e " study w ithout employing both words as d e sc rip tiv e  terms# 
^he g en era lly  accepted d e f in itio n  of opinion s ta te s s  "An 
opinion i s  a b e l ie f  somewhat s tronger o r more in ten se  than a mere 
notion or impression bu t le s s  strong than p o s itiv e  knowledge based 
on complete or adequate p r o o f 2
An opinion in  the  ease of an ind iv idual i s  the  product o f , 
f i r s t ,  th e  sp ec ific  "po in t” or stim ulue-event e l i c i t in g  the opinion) 
second* th e  In d iv id u a l9s c u ltu ra l  background* as I t  r e la te s  to  the 
s tisa ilus-even t and as i t  i s  weighted by the cu rren t s itu a tio n *  in ­
cluding e sp e c ia lly  recen t v iv id  in c id en ts  bearing upon the stim ulus- 
event* and by h is  in d iv id u a l experiences* to  the  ex ten t th a t  they  
d if f e r  from the  usual experiences in  h is  group and s o c i e t y . ^  
o ther words* while a t t i tu d e s  are "tendencies to  a c t* ” and as such 
can be looked mon as r e la t iv e ly  s ta t i c  concepts,'**4 opinions are
22 p * 4S0*
^  houeek* e t al^#* o^« oit«* p . 592«
In th a t  they  go no fu rth e r  than the preparing of the minds 
of group-membera to  deal w ith c la sses  o f problems or s itu a tio n s#
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verbal and symbolio and more dynamic notions*26
With the  above d e f in itio n s  in  mind# we can give theee concept# 
sp e c if ic  assignments in  the research  approach# B riefly# a t t i tu d e s  
a re  in fe rred  from# or b e s t made known to  use through, the expression# 
o f opinion by inform ants on the issu es  and in s t i tu t io n s  under con* 
s id e ra tio ru  Thi# i s  to  say th a t ,  i f  a t t i tu d e  sca les  or questions 
uncover favorable or unfavorable estim ations, lik in g s  or d is lik in g # , 
acceptances or re je c tio n s , e tc# , they w ill  have the necessary u t i l i ty #  
From th e  p a tte rn  of th ese  opinion responses and# when ap p licab le , 
from th e  summation of a l l  th e  opinions an ind iv idual endorses# i t  Is  
possib le  to  in fe r  th a t he has a favorab le , neutral#  o r unfavorable 
a t t i tu d e  toward the  to p ic  being investigated*26
A ttitu d e  and Opinion Determinants
A ttitu d es  have been ca lle d  one of the  more im portant co n stitu en t 
27 ntclement# o f in s ti tu tio n s*  This statem ent give# us a clue to  th e i r  
place in  th e  general s tru c tu re  of society# There i s  voluminous
23 An examination of th e  various discussion# of th is  to p ic  dis<~
closes two approaohesi the view expressed above and the view th a t  public 
opinion# especia lly#  i s  s ta t ic *  While th is  1# not the place to  take up 
the issue# i t  may be pointed out th a t the fa c t th a t  opinions are le ss
strong than p o s itiv e  knowledge makes th e i r  change p o te n tia l frequent 
and give# them a  dynamic nature*
26 Thl# is  discussed a t  length  by Charles Bird# op* p i t  *, 
pp* 144-146*
27 d# 0# H e r tr ie r .  Social In s titu tio n s*  Xdnoolnt The U niversity  
of Nebraska Press# 1946# p« 66*
l i t e r a tu r e  on so c ia l o rgan isa tion  and s tru c tu re , and i f  one accepts 
the  above p roposition  he w il l  hare l i t t l e  tro u b le  o rien tin g  a t t i tu d e s  
in  the  general so c ie ta l framework*28 I t  i s  necessary , however, to  
poin t out some of th e  sp e c ific  determ inanta of a t t i tu d e s  and opinions 
as th ey  w il l  be im plied throughout the study*
Inductive ly , as Bird po in ts o u t, severa l fa c to rs  have been 
te s te d  and to  them ascribed  the ro le  of opinion dot em inen t a#2® 1'hese 
a re  ( l )  a c tu a l knowledge or specif1c information* (2) knowledge o f 
expert evaluation  and knowledge of m ajo rity  opinion* ($} re lig io u s , 
p o l i t i c a l ,  and o ther in s t i tu t io n a l  a f f i l la t io n s *  ( 4 ) p o l i t ic a l  f a i th  
of paren ts and p a r t ic u la r ly  th a t of fathers*  (®) various forms of 
eesBsanications* (6) age* (? )  sex* (s )  p restige*  (s )  affirm ation  
w ithout argument* and, to  some e x te n t, (10) college education .
Coulter b e liev es  th a t  the  most which can be sa id  i s  th a t  any 
one or combination o f four fa c to rs  may en te r in to  the a ttitude-fo rm ing  
process,3^ F ir s t  th e re  may be an accre tio n  of experience from 
responses of a s im ila r type; seoond, the a t t i tu d e  may be se t by the 
observation th a t  i t  d i f f e r s  from the  a t t i tu d e s  of o thers or by overt 
opposition* th i rd ,  a v iv id  dram atic experience may p re c ip ita te  an
28 On® of the b e t te r  recen t works is  A* Sorokin, Society , 
Culture and P e rso n a lity , Bew York* Harper and Bros*, 1947,
29 £&• c i t »* P* 209*
SO Roueek, e t  a l . ,  op• c i t , ,  p* 41*
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a t t i tu d e f  and fourth* th e  a t t i tu d e  may be taken o w r  from parent®, 
playmates* or other®, oone«io«»ly or unooneclously, by im itation*
Lee se ta  fo r th  an e labo ra te  fo u r- le v s!  c la s s i f ic a t io n  o f  
s o c ia l determinant® o f public  opinion**1 El# lev e ls—so e ls ta l*  group# 
personal# and s e lf —are  attempt® to  piok out the operative  type® o f 
c u ltu re s  In  th e  v a s tly  complex web to  which in d iv id u als  must ad ju st 
and In  term s o f which persons must function  in  modern society* Hi a 
eo&elusion th a t  opinions emerge from conventions and morals# folkways 
and mores* which in  tu rn  have evolved as s o c ie ta l  and group p a tte rn s  
o f cu lture#  seem e n t i r e ly  log ical#
According to  C antril#  th e re  i s  a d e f in ite  aau e©-an&-ef ffeot 
re la tio n sh ip  between the  formation of a t t i tu d e s  and the e s s e n tia l ly  
q u a li ta t iv e ly  d if fe re n t c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f an individual*® mental 
life#®* He employs th re e  concepts— standard o f judgment * frame o f 
reference* and a t t i tu d e —In dem onstrating th is  re la tio n sh ip *  The 
ro le  he assig n s  them in  a t t i tu d e  determ ination may be b r ie f ly  summed 
up as  follow s 1 The in d iv id u a l learns c e r ta in  values and assumptions 
in  e a r ly  l l f e f  these  become fo r  him standards o f judgment* On the 
b a s is  of these he construct a o r has constructed fo r him a p a r tic u la r  
point o f view; t h i s  i s  a frame of reference# When he sees sp ec iflo
^  A lfred  H# Lee* wSocial Determinants of Public Opinion#" 
In te rn a tio n a l Journal o f Opinion and A ttitu d e  hegearoh* I (1947)# 12-29*
Hadley C antril#  The Psychology of Social Movements* Hew Tork« 
John Wiley and Sons* Inc.* 1941# pp* 19-21#
s itu a tio n s  or proposals to  haw* a cm© re la tio n sh ip  to  concrete 
s itu a tio n  a and evaluates them accord ing ly , ho has d e f in ite  opinions je 
th ese  are a tti tu d e s*
The Important th in g  to  keep in  mind , th en s i s  th a t  a t t i tu d e  a 
and opinions ( l )  are dependent in  large measure upon so c ia l con­
d itio n in g  o f one for® or another add (2) are  b u i l t  up so la rg e ly  
In an unconscious process th a t  th e  ind iv idual i s  seldom aware of 
how th ey  a rise*
Methods o f Appertaining and Measuring A ttitu d e* ^
I t  I s  wise to  approach any study o f ob jective  phenomena by 
examining f i r s t  the range o f methodology employed in  d iscovering  
and measuring th e  involved concepts* This sec tion  concerns i t s e l f  
w ith describ ing  and evaluating  previous a t t i tu d e  studies* w ith  the 
purpose o f se lec tin g  th e  f ie ld  and a n a ly tic a l methodology best 
adapted to  the study o f the  a t t i tu d e s  of ru ra l  paren ts toward d en ta l 
care fo r children* Though I t  does not pretend to  be exhaustive* th i s  
treatm ent w il l  thoroughly consider rep resen ta tiv e  s tu d ies  o f  d iffe r*  
ing methodologies which are  app licab le  to  the study o f groups of the  
above nature*
The subject d iv ides i t s e l f  n a tu ra lly  in to  two parts#  the
Some of the m a te ria ls  fo r th is  sootion were compiled in  
connection w ith a previous study* See* Alvin L* d ertran d , "S e le c te d  
A ttitu d es  of Land~Use Planning Community Committeemen and Bon- 
Committeemen in  ®rant County, Kentucky, 1940,” Unnublished M aster's 
Thesis* U n iversity  o f Kentucky, iex ing ton , 1941, pp* 9 -1 5 •
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methods. o f a sce rta in in g  mud the n e t hod a of measuring a ttitu d e s#  and 
eech w i l l  bo disenseed separately*
% thod« o f a scerta in in g  a t t i tu d e a * Before going in to  tho 
problem o f  measurement, i t  i» necessary to  consider b r ie f ly  th e  
d if fe re n t ways in  which a t t i tu d e s  have been determined fo r  ru ra l  
groups* Though various approaches are considered* the  ranking which 
follow s i s  purely  a rb itra ry *
Toting and p a r tis a n  behavior as ind ices o f a ttitu d e*  The 
f i r  art method t© be considered i s  the  an a ly sis  of voting and p artisan  
behavior* Two s tu d ies  o f a t t i tu d e s  u t i l iz in g  th i s  method w ill  
su ffice  fo r  th e  purpose of evaluation* The study of farmer and labor 
le g is la to rs*  responses t© le g is la t iv e  issu es was mad© by R ice34 n^ 
an attem pt to  determine " lik en ess” of a t t i tu d e  o f farmers and laborers* 
A fter studying the votes oast by the respec tive  le g is la to rs*  Rice 
eonoluded th a t  farm er-laborer agreement of a t t i tu d e  i s  u n lik e ly  in  
th e  case o f  issues founded in  "pre jud ice” or t r a d it io n  but possib le  
upon issu es  involving ra tio n a l ca lcu la tio n s  o f in te re s t*  -Umdberg* 
study o f rad icalism  was based on the degree o f support given to  the 
Bon-Partisan league* S elec tin g  fo r  study the f iv e  most "conservative" 
and the  f iv e  most " ra d ic a l11 counties of Berth Dakota (determined
S tu a rt S* R ioe, Fanners and Workers la  American P o li t ic  a* 
Bew York* Golumbia U niversity  Press* 1923*
3® G* A, Lundberg, "The Demographic and Economic b as is  o f 
P o l i t ic a l  Radicalism  and Conservatism#” American Journal of Sociology* 
XX2UI (1927), 719-782*
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according to  tho degree of support of tho Le&giie), he concluded th a t  
rad icalism  i s  d e f in ite ly  re la te d  to  s o il  and w indfall * and la  strong-* 
e a t in  newer and leas  s e tt le d  communities and in  a population w ith  a 
la rg e  percentage o f immigrants and persona su ffe rin g  under economic 
disadvantage*
In th e  above i l lu s t r a t io n s  of the determ ination of a t t i tu d e s  
from q u a n tita tiv e  an a ly sis  of voting or p o llin g  behavior, one does 
not see th e  ind iv idual or hear what he has to  say- A ctually  th ere  
i s  no awareness of the se le c tiv e  fo rces which a ttra c te d  c e r ta in  be-* 
hav ior a t  th e  po lling  booth# I t  i s  im possible to  know what role® 
are  played by many kinds of fa c to rs  which must be analysed to  d is ­
cover under what conditions each of them i s  re la te d  to  a  given 
a ttitu d e #  This lack of determ inant inform ation elim inates such a 
method from adaptation  to  a study euoh as the p resent one*
S ta t i s t ic a l  and inductive analyses of public and personal 
documental la te re a te  and opinions as expressed in  newspapers, mag­
az in es , books, d ia r ie s ,  l e t t e r s ,  o to - ,  are subject to  s t a t i s t i c a l  and 
inductive analyses and provide a second method of ascertain :'ng  
" a ttitu d e s# ” The monumental work of Thomas and Znanieeki, The P olish  
Peasant in  Europe and A m e r i c a , 3 8  contributed  to  soc io log ica l method
38 W# X# Thomas and P lo rian  Znenieckl, The P o lish  Feasant in  
Europe and America,  New Torki 5 vole# 1918-1920, Reprint"^57, 
A lfred A# Jtnopf, 2 vols# , 1927#
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w ith  i t«  p ioneering ■see of husi&n documents# Wllliama^? used such & 
method in  p a rt to  determine various ru ra l a tt i tu d e s*  The conclusions 
o f both of these  stud ies  emphasised q u a li ta t iv e  inductive analyses* 
whereas s im ilar m ateria l was given an almost e n t ire ly  s t a t i s t i c a l  
an a ly s is  by K art5® in  an attem pt to  discover widespread n t t i tu d in a l  
change a which have occurred in America during the past generation* 
i t  i s  s ig n if ic a n t th a t  comparisons of the various conclusions of 
th ese  stud ies  w ith  c e rta in  o b jec tiv e ly  measured tren d s  and a t t i tu d e s  
have led to  considerable confidence in  the r e l i a b i l i t y  and v a l id i ty  
©f the  findings*
Again* s tu d ies  of the above type stake very l i t t l e  pretense of 
attem pting to  loca te  or discover the fo rces responsib le  fo r  the 
development of a ttitu d e s*  Too, the best documentary sources and 
re p o s ito r ie s  of so c ia l facts*  such as lo ca l newspapers, are not 
always re a d ily  accessib le  to  the student* Even when the data  are 
a v a ila b le , there  s t i l l  remains the disadvantage of not 1 eing able 
to  locate fa c to rs  associa ted  w ith the various attitudes*®® Therefor©*
dames M, W illiam s, Our Rural h e r ita g e ,  Hew fork* A lfred 
A* Knopf, 1035*
Hornell h a r t ,  "Changing Social A ttitu d es  and In te re s t*
Recent Social Trends in  the U* S#,n Report of the ^ resid en t * a Committee 
on Social Trends, Washington, 1933*
Robert A ngell, who reviewed 22 cocio log ioal s tu d ies  making 
extensive use of personal documents, admitted the above shortcomings 
of th i s  method, but f e l t  th a t th© pereonal-docurnent method held advan­
tages In  probing the subtleness of human re la tio n sh ip s*  Louis 
Q ottsohalk, Clyde Kluokhohn, and Robert A ngell, The t?se of Personal 
Documents in  H isto ry , Anthropology and Sopjology^HfegTYorkt Social 
Scienoe~it©search Council, 1945, p • 232*
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ifi ©eeking a thorough method o f  a t t i tu d e  d eterm in ation  i t  become® 
n e c e ss a r y  t o  lo o k  fu rth er*
The Q u estion n a ire*  Perhaps th e  s im p le st  of the iiioro d ir e c t  
a»thods of asce rta in in g  a t t i t u d e s  by verb a l b eh av ior  i e  th e  q u e stio n ­
n a ire .  I t  i s  n e e d le s s  to  p o in t out th a t  s tu d ie s  u t i l i s i n g  t h i s  typ e  
of methodology a re  le g io n *  '-They range from l i s t s  of sta tem en ts t o  
be a ccep ted  or r e je c t© d , or on w hich d egrees of agreem ent are  to  be 
in d ica ted , to  m u lt ip le -c h o ic e  re sp o n ses  r e p r e se n tin g  th e  varying  
a tti tu d e s*  Since t h i s  method of d eterm in in g  a t t i t u d e s  i s  so genera  
a l ly  kacvn , i t  i s  not n e c e ssa r y  t o  c i t e  s p e c i f i c  r e fe r e n c e s#  i t  i s  
necessary , how ever, to  p o in t out th® d if f e r e n c e  between th e  m a iled  
questionnaire  and th e  p e r s o n a l- in te r v ie w  approach a s  adapted to  th© 
questionnaire  ty p e  of in v e s t ig a t io n *
The in v e stig a tio n s  o f  the American I n s t i t u t e  o f  P u b lic  O pin ion , 
i l l u s t r a t iv e  of the la rg e -sca le  a t t i t u d e  su rveys u s in g  m ailed  q u e stio n ­
n a ire s , are w ell known* I t  has been p o in ted  out th a t t h i s  i n s t i t u t e  
has surveyed an ex traord inary  a rray  o f  I tem s, y ie ld in g  a fa r  b e t te r  
idea of what people a c tu a lly  th in k  than th© newspapers or th© wander­
ing interviewer® have ever been able to  achieve A® Inhere the I n s t i ­
tu te  has f a i le d ,  and th is  c o n s titu te s  the major hurd le  in  t h i s  method 
of a t t i tu d e  study, has been in  respect to  sam pling tech n iq u es*  I t  i s  
general knowledge th a t  c e r ta in  elements In tha p o p u la tio n  reenond to
^  &ui-phy, Murphy, and Sew comb, op* p i t *, pp* 892-893*
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m ail b a l lo ts  more d e p e n d a b ly  than others* 1'he f a i lu re  of the 
I n s t i tu te  p o ll  to  p red ie t o o rreo tly  the 1936 p re s id e n tia l e le c tio n  
amply dem onstrates the d e s ir a b i l i ty  of rep resen ta tiv e  sampling#
The Psychological Corporation* under th e  general name 
"Marketing R esearch,n employs the la rg e -sca le  "in terv iew er-question- 
n a i r a "41 method o f determ ining a ttitu d e s*  Week-by-week an a ly sis  of 
th e  a e tu a l r e t a i l  s a le s  are  compared w ith  week-by-week sampling o f 
hundreds of housewives’ responses to  in terv iew  questions about 
household oon&odities* Though some w rite rs  b e lieve  th a t suoh in te r ­
viewing i s  g en era lly  more personal and revealing  than the drag-net 
r e s u l ts  o f the  opinion po lls*  th ey  are  s t i l l  open to  the  c r itic ism  
th a t  the reasons fo r preferences are  vague#
In summary i t  may be pointed out th a t th e  utmost care and 
so p h is tica tio n  found in  av a ilab le  questionnaire a t t i tu d e  study en­
deavors have no t e n t i r e ly  o b lite ra te d  two problems* These have been 
w ell put by Murphy and o th ers  as  follows *
The f i r s t  o f these has to  do with in te rn a l consistency! how 
ean one be sure the  various items (in  l i s t s  of statem ents to  be 
indioated or aeeepted or re je c ted )  belong together* th a t  they 
a l l  get a t  the  same a ttitu d e ?  The second concerns the scoring 
o f responses! what c e r ta in ty  i s  th e re  th a t  a given response 
rep resen ts  favorable ra th e r  than unfavorable a t t i tu d e  toward the 
issue  involved* and hew heav ily  sh a ll i t  be w eigh ted?^
41 Commonly re fe rre d  to  as the "schedule” method*
42 Murphy, Murphy, and Newcomb, op# e i t », p# 896*
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I t  i s  th® writ®*** s opinion th a t  an evident imp l i  oat ion 1® 
th a t  o f enumerator or experim enter bias* Unless extreme care i s  
exercised* p re jud ice  of e i th e r  kind may in v a lid a te  a study,
Th® S ocial Perception  T esti Of la te  th e re  has been experi­
ment w ith  th® "Social Perception f e e t"  as an approach to  a t t i tu d e  re ­
sea rch # ^  Thee® method® make use of the known in te r - r e la t io n  be­
tween v isu a l reo rg an isa tio n  o f an ambiguous f ie ld  and an in te rn a l 
need p a tte rn  and a re  designed to  in v estig a te  the mechanism of soc ia l 
a ttitude®  by mean® of a v isu a l p ro je c tiv e  te s t*  The underlying 
assumption i s  th a t  people confronted with a s itu a tio n  involving 
human re la tio n sh ip s  w il l  immediately s tru c tu re  th is  s itu a tio n  in  
accordance w ith  th e i r  b a s ic  a ttitu d e s*
Several advantages are  apparent in  th i s  method of a sc e rta in ­
ing a ttitu d e s*  These include a lessening of the verbal requirements 
o f th e  interview ee* a lessen ing  of interview ee re s is ta n c e  to  the 
admission of c e r ta in  sentim ents and feelings*  and more a tte n tio n  
focused on th e  subject* However* besides the n ecessity  of having 
sp ec ia l te s t in g  rooms and equipment* th ere  remains the  disadvantage 
o f not being able to  a rr iv e  a t  any of the forces which are causa lly  
re la te d  to  p a r tic u la r  perceptive reactions*
The Participant-O bserver* Another approach to  the study of
Henry Loeblowite -  Lennard and Frank Rteseman* J r .*  "A 
Prelim inary  Report on a Social Perception Test* A Hew Approach to  
A ttitu d e  Research*" Social Forces* XXIV (1946)* 423-427*
a t t i tu d e s  has been th a t  o f th® partio ip an t-o b se rv er*  %*ite a few 
c re d ita b le  co n trib u tio n s  to  a t t i tu d e  theory  haw  re su lted  from th i s  
type o f research* As an example, Sohanok,44 in studying communities* 
groups, and in s t i tu t io n s  conceived of as behavior of in d iv id u a ls , 
e s ta b lish ed  h im self i s  the  communities studied# W illiams’s4® con- 
e lu s iv e  in  resp ec t to  r u r a l  a t t i tu d e s  a lso  were p a r t ia l ly  obtained 
in  t h i s  way* Through d il ig e n t e f fo r ts  these so c ia l s c ie n t is ts  and 
e th e rs  using th is  research  method have been able to  break down the 
"stranger* b a r r ie r s  which an in-group au tom atically  e x h ib its  fo r the 
outsider* and to  become accepted as  member a w ith  considerable fre e ­
dom to  observe and record  the  inform al expressions of ind iv idual 
group and in s t i tu t io n a l  a t t i tu d e  patterns*
Wo one w i l l  question the  u sefu lness, granted a competent ob­
server* of such a  method of d iscovering a ttitu d e s*  There i s  an 
obvious advantage in  th e  opportunity  fo r microscopic examination o f 
individual a t t i tu d e s  and the fa c to rs  or forces which bear a oaus&l 
re la tio n  to  th ese  a t t i tu d e  reactions*  I t  i s  a lso  possib le  to  d is ­
cover governing laws of a t t i tu d e s  and to  a-p ly  em pirical t e s t s  in  the 
determination of these lews*
The major disadvantage of the above method of a rriv in g  a t
44 Richard 1** Bohan ok, "A Study of a Community and i t s  Croups 
and In s t i tu t io n s  Conceived o f as  Behavior of Ind iv id u a ls ,"  
Psychological Monographs* XLI11, Wo* 2 (1932)*
4® W illiam s, op# e l t #
ma tti tu d e s  Is  th® time oorsumed In the d e ta ile d  and in ten siv e  method 
necessary to  e s tab lish  a re la tionsh ip  between observed and observer* 
la  seas Instances a favorable re la tio n sh ip  m y  never develop*
the  combination of Q uestionnaire-Interview er and P a r t ic ip a n t -  
Observer* The combination of questionnaire-in terv iew er and p a r t lo l-  
psst-obeerver i s  the  la s t  of the broad headings in  a t t i tu d e  metho­
dology* That is# the subjects a re  asked to  re a c t to  c e rta in  
s t a t e m e n t s  while they are  not aware th a t  th e ir  verbal reac tio n s  are  
to  be recorded and analysed fo r the rev e la tio n  o f  a ttitu d e s*  The 
questions are memorised by the f ie ld  worker and asked in  no p a rticu ­
la r  sequence during th© course of what i s  to  the informant ordinary  
conversation* I t  was found in  a study of th i s  type4® th a t  by the  
t in e  a few r e la t iv e ly  inner sons.1 and inconsequential i t  da® had been 
discussed between the  in terv iew er and informant# a personal r e la t io n ­
ship had been es ta b lish ed  which encouraged the fre e  expression of 
a ttitu d es*  2n comparing th i s  method w ith the partio ipan t-obaorvar 
method# Schanek*^ concludes th a t  any stranger can obtain  valid  
public a ttitu d es#  as observed la te r  in  re a l  s itu a tio n s#  by stopping 
a t  the door and asking questions*
In  view# therefore# of the apparent w illingness of most ru ra l
B* »* Beers# R* M* Williams# 4* S. Page# and V* Ensminger# 
Community lan d -bas Planning Committo*et Organisation# Leadership# 
and A ttitude*  Ctarrard County* %entuoky7 1939* Kentucky A gricultural 
Earner intent N a tio n  B u lle tin  417# Waclngton* 1941*
^  Sohanck, op# o i t *
people to  give th e i r  tte© to  conversational Interview s end th© 
severa l advantages of th is  method as compared to  o th e rs , i t  seemed 
th a t  t h i s  was th© lo g ic a l typ© of re  soar ah approach fo r t h i s  study#
Hat hods o f measuring a ttitu d e s#  Sin©® th© concept o f
a t t i tu d e s  involves th© notion of two extremes between which in d i­
v iduals ©r groups vary , i t  i s  only lo g ica l th a t  attem pts should 
have been made to  measure them on some so rt o f  ® scale* fh e re
have been wide v a r ia tio n s  and rap id  changes in  th© use of such
scales# Oar problem, of course, i s  to  find  what measuring device 
w i l l  b est p resen t and v a lid a te  th e  type of data collected*
The development and evaluation  of scales as to o ls  for 
measuring a ttitu d e s*  One o f th e  e a r l ie s t  attem pts to  use scaling  
devioee fo r  a t t i tu d e  measurements was Bogardus*©^ "so c ia l d is tan ce” 
method* H© perfec ted  a sca le  on which th e re  appeared th© kind of 
steady progression which suggests equal or unequal, but d e f in ite ,  
degrees of soc ia l d istance* Comparisons of Bogardus9® result©  w ith 
th e  r e s u l ts  o f in v es tig a tio n s  using other methods (Thurston®9s paired-* 
comparisons method) has given considerable support to  the v a lid ity  
o f t h i s  t e s t ,  i f  r e l i a b i l i t y  c o e ff ic ie n ts  may be considered v a li­
dating* The one weakness o f sc a le s , such as Bogardus’ s , which ru le s  
them from use in  tho type study proposed, Is  the  fa c t  th a t  the 
sea lin g s  or s te p - in te rv a ls  are not always e q u id is ta n t? hence the
^  I*  S , Sogardus, Immigration and fraee A ttitu d e  a Hew York* 
D. 0* Heath and Co*, 1928.
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sca les  are mere "ranking" seal®* ra th e r  than tru e  scales o f measure­
ment*
Thurston® and h is  co llab o ra to rs  a ttacked  the problem w ith  a 
simple adap tation  of the method developed in osycho-physlos to  
demonstrate the  in d iv id u a l’ s a b i l i t y  to  respond to  large  or small 
d iffe ren ce  l a  eueh th ings as  ob jective  measures of -weight# Thurstons^® 
reasoned th a t  th e  " tru e ” lin e a r  d istance between any two a t t i tu d e  
s tim u li (not known In advance) i s  equivalent to  the percentage of 
judges who can perceive the difference* And i t  followed th a t I t  
would be possib le  to  determine o b jec tiv e ly  th a t two d ifferences on 
a  given scale  bore a d e f in ite  mathematical re la tio n sh ip  to  each 
o th e ri hence a "true*  scale  could be b u ilt*  This method (known as 
the paired-comperisone method)* even though simole in  comoarleon 
w ith  previous ones* had a disadvantage in  th a t  i t  tos not read ily  
adaptable to  th e  judging of long l i s t s  of statem ents regarding some 
p a r t ic u la r  issues*
The eq u al-ap p earin g -in terv a l procedure^0 fo r  scaling a tt i tu d e  
statem ents supplemented and modified th e  paired-comparison method*
These sca les  can measure large  numbers of statem ents ranging from the 
extremes of favorableness and unfavorableness* The statem ents are
L* L* Thurston®, "The Method of Paired Comparisons for 
’ Social Value’ *" Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology* 
(1927)* 384-400*
&0 L0 I* Thurstons and E* 8* Chave, The ^asurem ent of 
A ttitudes*  Chicago* U niversity  of Chicago ^ress*  1989*
c la s s i f ie d  by a  number o f "Judges* in to  eleven p iles#  the  s ix th  
including  the  most n e u tra l and the  eleventh  the moat h o s ti le  state-* 
a e s te  of a tti tu d e *  Those statem ents receiv ing  ambiguous jxidgmants 
a re  discarded# and scale  values are  assigned to  the remainder of the  
statem ents In  term s of the median p o s itio n  assigned by the  judges* 
The re s u lt in g  scale  values are  not n ecessa rily  whole number a# nor i s  
i t  necessary  th a t  ad jacen t statem ents on a scale  be arranged in  
e q u id is ta n t order (since  th e i r  mathematical re la tio n sh ip  All known ) • 
Building on th* Thurston* techniques, Remmrn and h is  
a s so c ia te s6^ a t  Purdue have constructed  master scales* prepared in  
the  ease way and made app licab le  to  any in s titu tio n *  defined group* 
p ractice*  end occupation• The advantage of these  generalised  scales 
l i e s  c h ie f ly  in  tim e-saving and in  wider a p p lic a b il i ty .  The danger 
o f obtain ing  responses not to  the ac tu a l content of the a t t i tu d e  in  
question* b u t to  symbols which in d ire c tly  suggest i t*  i s  a disad­
vantage which may out weight th e  advantage*
Several considerations whieh w ill  be taken up la te r*  plus th e  
arduousness of th e  method* led  Xdkerb6^ to  invent a method fo r con­
s tru c tin g  a t t i tu d e  se a le s  whieh Is  considerably le ss  eomplex than
S3. H. H* Hammers# S tudies in  A ttitudes*  Purdue U niversity  
B u lle tin  XXXV# Ho* 4# Aafayette* 1924* and H* H* Rammers and K. B. 
Silence* "G eneralized A ttitu d e  Scales*" Journal of Social Psychology* 
V (1954)* 596-312.
^  R* L lkert# "A Technique fo r  the  Measuring of A ttitudes*" 
Archives of Psychology* Ho* 140# 1932*
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Thurstons** method o f compiling and scoring a t t i tu d e  statem ents*
Boeing h i t  calcu lations on the  assumption th a t  a t t i tu d e s  are  die* 
tr ib u ted  normally# Id k ert developed a method of measuring a t t i tu d e s  
using signs un its*  Hie teohnique involved th e  conversion of th# 
pereentage of individuals eheeking a given p o s itio n  on a p a r tic u la r  
statement in to  sigma values* This method not only re ta in ed  most o f 
the  advantages presen t in  the  methods previously discussed* hut 
a lso  had the  ad d itio n a l advantages of being le s s  laberous and 
cumbersome• l a t e r  M kert*s research  revealed th a t degree-of- 
agreement responses to  a t t i tu d e  statem ents could be scored by 
simply assigning values of 1 to  & w ith  f u l ly  as much accuracy as 
vbta a l l  responses mere scored in  terms of sigma values* I t  may be 
said th a t  there  i s  a  possib le  danger# when using such a device#
Inherent in  the assumption th a t a ttitu d e s  a re  d is tr ib u te d  normally*
Too# the  question a r is e s  as to  what assurance th e re  i s  beyond 
proeautIons taken during the construction  of the te s t  th a t  they 
are ac tu a lly  measuring what they are supposed to  measure*
iK rin g  the la s t  war there  appeared s t i l l  another approach to  
the problem of quantify ing  q u a li ta t iv e  data  such as a t t i tu d e s  and 
opinions* The sealogram analysis was developed by Louis Guttman as 
an a id  in  the study of the  morale and re la te d  aspects of the United 
States Army#®® This technique is  a procedure fo r te s tin g  the
®® Louis Guttraan# *The Cornell Teohnique for Scale and In te n s ity  
Analysis#” Bdueatlonal and ffeyohologleal Measurement# VII (1947)# p* 247*
hypothesis th a t a  universe o f q u a li ta t iv e  d a ta  i s  a scale  fo r  a 
given population* Beginning w ith  a defined universe of content and 
population , s tap le*  a re  drawn from each* and each person in  the  
•ample i e  observed on each item or question in  the sample* The 
C ornell Teohnique (th e  sim plest o f the  scalogram an a ly sis  developed 
by ^ ro feseer Guttman) works by suoeesalve approximations to  determine 
whether th e  given a t t i tu d e  ic  scalable* Although t h i s  technique 
he# n e t been in  use long enough fo r  widespread ev a lu a tio n , I t  would 
seem to  the  p resen t w r ite r  th a t  i t  has d e f in ite  m erit inasmuch a* 
i t  does away w ith  th e  need fo r spec ia l equipment and Involved 
s t a t i s t i c a l  procedures* There may, however, be a weakness inherent 
in  the  fa c t  th a t  an a rb i tr a ry  decision  i s  made on what point the 
da ta  a re  s u f f ic ie n t ly  reproducible to  be sealable* Toe, a* In 
id k e rt* s  method* th e re  i s  n© proof beyond th© in te g r i ty  w ith whieh 
th e  t e s t s  have been constructed  th a t  they  are  a c tu a lly  measuring 
what they aim to*
A p p lic a b ility , r e l ia b i l i ty *  and lim ita tio n s  of scaling  devices 
fo r  measuring a tti tu d e * !  The previous d iscussion  has traced  th* 
evo lu tion  o f sca les  as  to o ls  fo r  measuring a ttitu d e s*  There has, 
however, been no attem pt to  answer the  question* "What la  the 
a p p lic a b ility *  r e l ia b i l i ty *  and lim ita tio n s  o f scaling  devices for 
measuring a t t i tu d e s ? "
K irkpatrick*5* by way of c ritic ism *  says th e re  i® reason to
C liffo rd  K irkpatrick* "Assumptions and Methods in A ttitude  
Measurement*" American Socio logical Review* I  (1936)* 76*38*
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th in k  th a t  th© us© of ra tin g  ©oaie© may a r t i f i c i a l l y  suggest t© 
Judges and su b jec ts  th© more extreme reactions*  He contends fu rth e r  
th a t  a t t i tu d in a l  behavior i s  not co n sis ten t ( specifi©  a t t i tu d e s  may 
have ambivalent components w ith re sp ec t to  c e r ta in  is su e s ); th a t  I t  
i s  more of a  continuous flow than an a rray  of u n its  or concrete 
items* The l im ita tio n  of the sca les  which a r is e s  from th is  view* 
point i s  th a t ,  as an instrum ent of observation the use of a sca le  
consists e s s e n tia l ly  in  counting u n its  in  groups ra th e r  than 
in d iv id u a lly , K irkpatrick*s conclusion Is  th a t  there  i s  no way in  
whieh a t t i tu d e s  ( in  the popular d e f in itio n  of the term) can be 
d ire c t ly  counted by persons o ther than  the In tro sp ec tiv e  self** 
observer,
Merton55 enumerated f a l la c ie s  of the Thurston© sca les  under 
both m ethodological and soc io log ica l approaches. B rie f ly , h is  
statem ents are  th a t Thurston©*si ( l )  scale values are not ad d itiv e ; 
( 2 ) inv en to ries  do not c o n s titu te  a l in e a r  sca le ; and ( 3 ) u n its  are 
not interchangeable* The soc io log ica l inadequacies of these sc a le s , 
aooording to  Merton, are th a t  the sca les  do not analyze the component 
statem ents of the opin ionnaires (which should serve as indexes of 
cu rren t opinion concerning so c ia l values) w ith reference to  values 
besides those to  which th e  Inventory as a whole i s  devoted* I t  i s  
M erton's conclusion th a t  "Thurstone's inven to ries  are usable i f  they
5S Sobert K* Merton, "Fact and F ic titio u sn ess  in  Ethnic 
O pin ionnaires,” American Sociological Heview, V (1940), 13-27*
arc  t re a te d  fo r  wliat tb ey  are* ordered se rie s  of statem ents oonoern- 
lag so c ia l 'values* la  te r s e  o f cieriain  c r i te r ia *  they rank* hut 
th ey  do no t 'm easure ,' opinione*”86 Other c r itic ism s  ©ould he in ­
troduced here hut would do no more than belabor the po in t*8? The 
foregoing su ff ic e s  to  po in t out the  most obvious lim ita tio n s  o f 
sca les  as  devices fo r  measuring a ttitu d es*
In view o f th ese  considerations and the extreme d i f f ic u l ty  o f 
studying ru ra l people by means of the conventional a t t i tu d e  inven­
tory* i t  seems b e s t to  forego the Use o f  a t t i tu d e  sca le s  or o ther 
e labo ra te  mathematical devices in  a study such as th i s  one* th e  
method of measurement w hich th e  w rite r  deemed best su ited  i s  a  
q u a lita tiv e  an a ly s is  o f simple percentage d is tr ib u tio n s*  fh ls  type 
of an a ly s is  i s  thoroughly fam ilia r  to  research  workers In the  so c ia l 
sciences*
attitudes and Opinions In  h u ra l Sociology 
A study such as th i s  cannot proceed very f a r  w ithout a thorough 
o rien ta tio n  in  the b as ic  theory  of th e  sub jec t m atter* % ny scholars 
have studied and w ritte n  about ru ra l  a ttitu d e s*  and th e  scope o f  the 
ta sk  precludes a consideration  o f these  works individually*
88 lb ld *» p# 18*
For o th e r le ss  serio u s c r itic ism s  of th e se  s c a le s *  th e  reader 
may consult %* D. Hinckley* "The Influence of Individual Opinion on 
Construction of an a t t i tu d e  Seale*” Journal o f bpcial Psychology* VII 
(1932)* 283-896*
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The d iscussion  f a l l s  lo g ic a lly  under two headings* F irs t*
we can consider the psychology o f the  farm er, or h ia  psycho*social
t r a i t s *  This includes h ie  m ental charset e r i s t i c  a, which in  tu rn
determ ine, as has teen  pointed o u t, h is  expressed or behavioral
a t t i tu d e  and opinion toward any •value object*  This branch o f th e
theory  has been colored by each w r ite r  to  conform to  h is  personal
brand o f psychological th in k in g , th e re fo re  i t  i s  easy to  see why
th e re  has been much specu lation  in  the  f ie ld *
The more im portant conclusions, however, have been very w ell
summarised by P ro fesso r f  • Lynn Smith* Be has pointed ouii
In essence i t  would seem th a t  the ru ra l  so c io lo g is ts  o f  
America a re  moat agreed th a t  the farmer is* ( l )  conservative 
and orthodox -  th a t  he tends to  accept ru ra l  cu ltu re  as i t  came 
to  him and to  preserve i t s  values t h i s  being the case , i t  i s  
not su rp ris in g  th a t  a t  o e r ta ia  tim es and places t r a i t s  such as 
the  magical mind* su g g estib ility *  "fogyism," e tc .*  have been 
assigned to  him; (2) t h r i f t y  and f ru g a l,  t r a i t s  necessary to  
survival when dealing with n a tu re , which may ex h ib it un friend ly  
aspects fo r  years a t  a timof ( 3 ) f a t a l i s t i c .  In  the sens© th a t 
he has no m echanistic explanation o f the u n iverse , th inks the 
vagaries of th e  weather and the  seasons cannot be accu ra te ly  
predicted* and re s ig n s  him self to  make the best of what the 
fu tu re  may b rin g i (4) p o ssib ly  ac tiv a ted  by the tendency to  
be suspicious o f  strangers, who are  not frequent enough so 
th a t  he become* accustomed to  them* and (5) more outspoken 
and frank than c i ty  people* many of whom might lose th e i r  Jobs* 
meet economic boycott or p o l i t i c a l  re p r is a ls  i f  they spoke 
th e ir  mind too f re e ly * ^
Aside from considera tion  o f  psycho*sooial t r a i t s  or stud ies 
concerned w ith  th e  "psychology" of the  farm er, a great deal o f work
68 x . Lynn Smith, The Sociology of Kural L ife , He vised E d itio n , 
Sew York* harper and Bros* 1947, p* 153,
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has been don© In determ ining whet fa c to rs  hear r e la t io n s h ip s  t o  
d i f f e r e n t ia l s  in  a t t i tu d e s  and op in ions» In co n n ec tio n  w ith  a 
previous study the w rite r  had reason t o  summarise some of th e  more 
im portant conclusions regarding t h i s  phase of a t t i t u d e  theory* With 
reference to  date  s im ila r to  those used in  t h i s  s tu d y , he sta ted *
Scaae ru ra l  a t t i tu d e  theory  re la  Taut to the  data of th is  
study are* Zimmerman’s p o s tu la tio n  th a t  i f  the experience of 
th e  farm ers may he fo re c a s t ,  a t t i tu d e s ,  which are  the re su lts  
* f  experience, oan a lso  be fo re c a s tj Zimmerman and Black’s 
statem ent s th a t  Important fa c to rs  in  a t t i tu d e  and behavior v a ria ­
t io n  a re  previous experience and th in k in g , so c ia l d is tan ce , eco­
nomic d istance and agef Schuler’ s d iscoveries th a t  most farmers 
a re  in  th e  occupation of th e i r  choice, th a t  they would p re fe r 
th e i r  eons to  become farm ers, and th a t  I t  would take much per­
suasion to  eonvittce most farmers th a t  new or a d d itio n a l s o i l -
conserving o r so il-b u ild in g  p ra c tic e s  would improve th e i r  l o t , — 
and f in a l ly ,  Murphy, Murphy, and Newcomb’a statem ent th a t  
in te r - r e la te d  a t t i tu d e s  are ra re ly  ind iv idual a f f a i r s  but are 
la rg e ly  borrowed from the  groups to  which the  person owes the 
stro n g est a lleg ian ce
Jo hn 's  study of the  fa c t o r s  in f lu e n c in g  farm ers’ a ttitu d e®  
toward a co-operative m arketing o r g a n isa t io n  b r in g s  out another  
in te re s tin g  fea tu re  of ru ra l  attitudes*® ^ His c o n c lu s io n s  a re  th a t  
a f te r  a general a t t i tu d e  had been form u la ted , i t  h e lp ed  t o  c r e a te
th e  sp e c ific  a tt i tu d e s*  However, th e  p ro cess  i s  mad© c ir c u la r  by
the  fa c t  th a t  sp ec ific  a t t i tu d e s  were found t o  in f lu e n c e  th e  shaping
Op* p i t *, pp* 2 4 -2 5 .
II, E* John, Factors In flu e n c in g  Farmers A tt itu d e s  Toward A 
Cooperative Marketing O rganisation, Pennsylvania A g r ic u ltu r a l Exper­
iment S ta tio n  B u lle tin  No* 467i,  S ta te  C o lle g e , 1943*
o f th e  general a t t i tu d e  la  varying: degrees depending on the  broad-
mmm o f th e  su e e lf ie  a t t i tu d e  and th e  degree to  which compensating
a t t i tu d e s  ex isted*
F inally*  ms. c a l l  a t te n tio n  to  a study which in v o lv e s  r u ra l
a t t i tu d e  toward den ta l oare i t s e l f *  Under th e  heading "Psycholog-
le a l  F e s te rs** the rep o rt of the  Farm Security  A dm inistration’ s
Dental Health Program o f Randolph County* Georgia* reads*
A pparently one of th e  reasons why th e  Randolph County 
d en ta l u n it  has had a surp lus of funds and i t s  members have 
n e t sought a l l  th e  serv ice they had paid fo r and needed is  
f e a r .  "Fear of the D en tis t” i s  p a rt of the  cu ltu re*  Although 
th e  h ea lth  o f the ru ra l people is  generally  poor* i t  does not 
follow  th a t  th e y  are  inured to  pain* She shakes*" jumpiness* 
and o th er lo c a lly  recognised sen sa tio n s.as  w ell «a organic 
ailm ents a re  ta lk ed  about constantly* making people apprehen­
sive* making then* a n tic ip a te  and magnify th e ir  sufferings*®*
Since th e  above d iscussions have been g re a tly  condensed*
bo seed fo r  a summary a rise s*  However, i t  i s  n e c e ssa r y  t o  keep
these  p o s tu la te s  w ell in  mind inasmuch as th e  following study is
b u i l t  around the framework th a t  they provide*
I I I .  AffiX HQDGLOGY OF THIS STUDY
S election  o f the Sample 
Sines t h i s  study i s  an e f fo r t  to  contribute to  the problem 
o f unmet d en ta l needs of ch ild ren  throughout the s t a t e ,  I t  wee 
necessary  to  th in k  in  terms o f soundings In both north and couth
61 E«atel he sear oh and Dental Caro,  p . 219*
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Louisiana* Person* fam ilia r  w ith  the s ta te  w i l l  recognise th is  as 
a B eeessity  because of the wide c u ltu ra l  d ifference*  ch a rac te ris in g  
thee* two a r e a s F o r  th e  reader not o rien ted  in  Louisiana** 
background, a b r ie f  review of th e  h is to r ic a l  reasons for th in  
phenomenon can be given* la te r  d e ta iled  comparisons of th e  two 
sample a reas w i l l  b ring  out very c le a r ly  sp e c ific  d iffe ren ces  in  
socio-economic and a t t i tu d e  c h a ra c te r is tic s*
In moat of south Louisiana the basic  population i s  o f  French 
o r ig in , and the predominant f a i th  Is  Catholicism* Although th i s  
area now p resen ts  an exceedingly homogeneous e thn ic  and ou ltu rel 
unity# o r ig in a l s e t t lo r s  included a "heterogeneous e thn ic  mass*"
The accu ltu ra tio n  of these d iverse n a tio n a li ty  groups in to  tb®
French (mainly Acadian) cultxire has been so thorough th a t a 
m ajority of th e ir  descendants believe  themselves to  be of French 
stock*®® Thlg ig a unique c h a ra c te r is t ic  cf th® area and should b© 
remembered* In north  Louisiana, on the  other hand, th e  s e tt le r*  
were a ig raa t*  from the  southeastern  s ta te s*  These people were 
almost a l l  o f  Anglo-Saxon descent, and on coming to  Louisiana they  
brought th e i r  so c ia l h e r ita g e , including th e i r  P ro testan t Evangelical
82 Th» w rite r  keenly f e l t  the need of a ready reference in  
t h i s  re sp e c t• A* w ell known as th® fa c t I s ,  very l i t t l e  has been 
done by way o f comparing the so c lo -c u ltu ra l c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f 
th* two areas*
63 j # Lynn Smith and Vernon Parenton, "A cculturation Among 
th® Louisiana French," The American Journal of Bogjology, XLIV (1938), 
355-364.
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faiths*®* Thus th e  s t a t e  i s  d iv id e d  in to  two w id e ly  d i f f e r e n t  
c u ltu ra l areas* north L ou isian a  Is  s e t t l e d  by p eop le  o f  Anglo-*
Saxon h e ritag e  w ith t h e i r  P r o te s ta n t  e t h ic s j  south L o u isia n a  con -  
t a in s  a population of French background and C a th o lic  p h ilosop h y*
The next question l o g i c a l l y  a r i s e s  in  aon n eotion  w ith  th© 
se le c tio n  of a u n it  o f  sam pling* As has been p o in ted  out by Hitt*®® 
sampling u u lt s  a v a i la b le  fo r  u se  in  r u r a l a r e a s  range from th e  
Ind iv idual fa m ily  to  an e n t ir e  county  (p a r is h )*  A c tu a lly *  however* 
©as minor c iv i l  d iv is io n  or a eom binatjon o f  s e v e r a l  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  
largesrt sam pling u n it  s u ita b le  fo r  m ost f i e l d  surveys*  I t  was 
decided th a t  a  minor c i v i l  d iv is io n  would b e s t  f u l f i l l  th e  neods o f  
th is  study b eca u se  o f  two c o n s id e r a tio n s*  ( l )  The tim e and exp en se  
(b o th  o f  w hich were l im it e d )  req u ired  in  o b ta in in g  th e  same number 
of sch ed u les  are l e s s  fo r  minor c i v i l  d iv isions*® ®  and ( 2 ) th e  uae 
o f  th© m inor c i v i l  d iv is io n  made i t  p o s s ib le  to  u t i l i s e  census in ­
form ation  in  th e  s e le c t in g  o f  f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  homogeneous 
populations of ap p rox im ately  th e  same s iz e  from n orth  and sou th  
L ou isiana*
Roger W, Shugg* b r in g s  t h i s  out in c id e n t a l ly  throughout h i s  
book, O rigins of Class Struggle in  Louisiana* Baton Rouge* Louisiana 
S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  P ress*  1939*
®® Homer L. H itt*  rtF'eeent M igration  In to  and W ithin  the Upper 
M ississipp i D elta of L ouisiana,” Unpublished Doctor’s D is s e r t a t io n ,  
Harvard U niversity* Boston, 1941* p* 26*
Homer L* H it t ,  "A Sampling Technique Por Studying ;o p u 1& - 
t io n  Changes in  Rural A reas,u S o c ia l  F o r c e s* X.3A (1 9 4 0 ), 208-213*
A fte r  thorough in v e s t ig a t io n s  to  determ ino r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  
ru r a l n iud r c i v i l  d iv i s io n s  In th e  two areas*  i t  was d ec id ed  to  
survey Sferd^VIJ o f  ^ o k s o n  P a r ish  in  n orth  © antral L ou isian a  and 
Hard XK o f  L a fa y e tte  P a r ish  in  sou th  oentr& l L ou isian a  (so© Pigur© l ) *  
I t  i© r e a l i s e d  th a t  such a ©snail sample as a ward from a un ivers©  
ten d in g  t o  be ae la r g e  a s  h a l f  th© s t a t e  cannot ore s’true t o  be s t a t i s ­
t i c a l l y  adequate* In  t h i s  r e sp e c t  com parisons o f peroentag© f ig u r e s  
computed from t o t a l s  o f  l e s s  than  100 item s w ere som etim es n e cessa ry *  
These su r v e y s , how ever, w ere made w ith  s u f f i c i e n t  care  and enough  
d e t a i l  t o  s e r v e  a s  y a r d s t ic k s  in  e v a lu a t in g  d ata  gath ered  in fo r m a lly  
by in te r e s te d  p erson s and a s  g u id es  f o r  more in c lu s iv e  s tu d ie s  in  th e  
future*
F ie ld  and A naly tica l Prooedurea 
The da ta  were obtained by the  f ie ld -su rv e y  method* The pro­
posed survey was ou tlined  to  d ire c to rs  of th e  h e a lth  u n it s  in  th e  
parishes studied* In both instances they were e n t h u s ia s t ic  about 
the study and c o -o p era ted  t o  th e  f u l l e s t  e x te n t*  T h eir  g r e a te s t  
serv ice was rendered in  th e  form o f  l i a i s o n  a c t i v i t y  between th e
^  besides l o c a t io n ,  the com p osition  o f  the p o p u la tio n s  and 
as many o th er  o f  t h e ir  s o c ia l  and econom ic c h a r a c t e r is t ic s  a s  were 
availab le  were compared* T h is i s  a stu d y  o f  ru r a l a ttitu d e s? , hut 
slnoe persons l iv in g  in  towns or v i l l a g e s  o f  l e s s  than 2,500 popu­
la tio n  are g e n e r a lly  con sid ered  as r u r a l ,  th ey  cou ld  not b© over­
looked * I t  wee th e r e fo r e  con sid ered  n e c e ssa r y  to  s e l e c t  words 
which ineluded one sm a ll v i l la g e *
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f ie ld  worker and the looa l community leaders* who informed the  re s t  
of th e  population* In t h i s  way news of the coming in terv iew  was 
received  beforehand and the ta sk  of th e  enumerators thus made much 
e a s ie r • I t  might be mentioned th a t th e  co-operation  of the p r ie s t  
and th# m in is te rs  in  making the announcement to  th e ir  congregations 
was most helpfu l*
da e f fo r t  was made to  v i s i t  every fam ily m aintaining reeldenoe 
w ith in  th ese  wards* Repeated v i s i t s  were made where the absence o f 
both  th e  fam ily head and h is  spouse made i t  necessary* Only a few 
Iso la te d  fam ilie s  away fo r  extended v i s i t s  or liv in g  in  p laces 
inaccessib le  by automobile were not interviewed* Enumerators were 
refused  in terv iew s in  very few instances* A ltogether a  to t a l  o f 
§04 schedules were obtained—249 in  daekscn P arish  and 265 in  
la fa y e tte  Parish*
The da ta  co llec ted  consisted  o ft
(1) P e rtin en t inform ation concerning the  residence* age* 
education* s i te  o f family* occupation, income* re lig ion*  church 
attendance, and lev e l of liv in g  of the informants*
( 2 ) General inform ation oonoeming th e  den ta l d isorders 
experienced by children*
(§} General inform ation concerning p ro fessional and o ther 
d en ta l ears provided fo r  children*
(4 ) A ttitudes*  opinions* and knowledge of Informants having 
a bearing  on dental care fo r  children*
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( s )  Opinions of inform ants r e la t iv e  to  th© reason s fo r 
p a ren ta l neg leo t of den ta l ©are fo r c h i ld r e n .
In a c tu a l f ie ld  procedure, the in terview er thoroughly mesm­
e rise d  the questions p e rta in in g  to  a t t i tu d e s .  These questions 
Insofar as was po ssib le  were form ulated in  th© spoken language of the 
group which was being stud ied  and were phrased to  give no suggestion 
th a t  would in fluence th© response* F ie ld  -workers introduced them** 
selves simply as rep re sen ta tiv e s  of th© S ta te  Department o f Health 
and of the  louisiana A g ricu ltu ra l Experiment S tation* Hot u n t i l  
a f te r  a few r e la t iv e ly  Impersonal and noncontroversial items had 
been discussed  and a personal re la tio n sh ip  es ta b lish ed  between 
interviewer and informant* which encouraged the  f re e  expression o f 
opinions, was th e  schedule brought out* The a t t i tu d e  and in fe r*  
n a tio n a l questions were asked in  what was to  th e  informant an 
ordinary conversation* The personal data were obtained and recorded 
only a f te r  the  o ther questions had been asked* 2n th is  way I t  was 
f e l t  th a t  more r e l ia b le  and unbiased Inform ation would be made avail*  
able to  th e  enumerator*
In the  quest fo r the  most appropriate  a n a ly tic a l methodology 
to  use in  t h i s  study o f the a t t i tu d e s  of ru ra l  paren ts towards d en ta l 
care fo r  ch ild re n , th© w rite r  reviewed th e  l i te r a tu r e  perta in in g  to  
the measurement of a t t i tu d e s * 6® The re su ltin g  conclusion may be
6® See pp. 26*32*
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summarised as fo llow si In view of the extreme d i f f ic u l ty  o f study­
ing r u ra l  people by means of conventional a t t i tu d e  inven tories#  i t  
• earns fe a s ib le  to  use q u a li ta t iv e  analyses of simple percentage d is ­
tr ib u tio n s  in  measuring r u r a l  a t t i t u d e s T h i s  method has been 
u t i l i s e d  throughout the  study*
IV. SKU&GTED SOC IQ-ECQHQMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF ZHFGRMAliTS
I f  a t t i tu d e s  are  to  be defined as “verbalised  or verb& lisable 
tendencies, d isp o sitio n s#  or adjustm ents to  c e r ta in  a c ts"  there  must 
be sens r e la t io n  between these tendencies , d ispositions#  and a d ju s t-  
meats and the  so c ia l and economic c h a ra c te r is t ie s  of the in d iv id u a l, 
la  o ther words# an a t t i tu d e  does not ju s t  spring Into being# but Is  
the verbalised  m an ifesta tion  o f conscious or unconscious condition­
in g .7® In a study o f a tti tu d e s#  therefo re#  i t  i s  expedient# i f  not 
obligatory# to  consider f i r s t  a t  le a s t  some o f the  socio-economic 
c h a ra c te r is t ic s  of the population under survey.
This method has been employed ex tensive ly  in  the study o f 
r u ra l  a t t i tu d e s ,  fo r  some examples# see Beers# Williams# -Page and 
E nsainger.bp. o i t . i Robin 12# Williams and Howard W, Beers# A ttitu d es  
Toward Rural M igration and Family Life in  Johnson and Robert son 
Counties# Kentucky# 194.1# Kentucky A grio u ltu ra l ^xp©riment ~&tation 
B u lle tin  tfoV 452# Lexington, 1^42s Edgar A. Schuler# Social S tatus 
and Farm Tenure-A11itude and Social Conditions of Corn B elt and 
Cotton B elt Farmers# h a lted  S ta tes  Department of A griculture# Sureau 
of A g ricu ltu ra l Economics, Social Researoh Report Ko. IV, Washington# 
10581 and A lvin !*• Bertrand# "Selected Farmer A ttitudes#" Rural 
Sociology. VII (l942)# 294-305.
70 See sec tio n  I I .
Thar© are  e e n tra l questIda® which are re levan t when obmparl- 
sons are  to  be mad# In so c ia l s tud ies*  Since analyses of race and 
a rea  d iffe ren ces  are  im perative in  the  present work# i t  1® necessary 
th a t  th ese  questions be considered*7* B rie f ly , they  are* In what 
way does the "average man" from the resp ec tiv e  areas or races d iffe r?  
Bo the inform ants e x h ib it socio-economic c h a ra c te r is t ic s  which 
suggest p a r t ic u la r  o a tte rn s  of th in k in g , a c tin g , and reacting?
A few Observations w ill  serve to  complete the in troduction  
fo r t h i s  analysis*  I t  might be expected on th© b a s is  of common-* 
sense considera tions th a t  th e re  would be some socia l and economic 
d iffe ren ces  between areas w ith such d iverse  o u ltu ra l backgrounds* 
However, s ince both are  ru ra l  a re a s , these d iffe ren ces  would be 
expected to  show up as m atters of degree ra th e r  than kind* fhe 
same general conclusion would apply to  d ifferences in  race except 
th a t  i t  seems safe  to  a n tic ip a te  th a t  the Negroes w il l  rep resen t a 
group of g re a te r  disadvantage when measured on both the so c ia l and 
economic scale* The follow ing, th en , w ill  be a comparative analysis  
of area and race d iffe ren ces  w ith  respec t to  se lec ted  socio-economic 
c h a ra c te r is t ic s  of the  informants* The reader i s  cautioned to
7* A® was brought out in  a previous disouasion , th i s  section  
w il l  have as one of i t s  considera tions a more d e ta ile d  enumeration 
of d iffe ren ces  between the  populations of north  and south Louisiana* 
The n ecessity  fo r race d is t in c tio n  in  the South i s  so obvious th a t  
no fu rth e r  e lab o ra tio n  i s  necessary* Race is  used in  the popular 
meaning (d is t in c tio n  between w hites and Negroes) of th© term in  th e  
United S ta te s  throughout th is  work.
remember th a t#  although the terms "Jackson P arish” or "North 
Louisiana Study Area® and " la fa y e tte  Parish" or "South Louisiana 
Study Area® are  used in  making comparisons# in r e a l i ty  th e  survey 
area included only on© minor c iv i l  d iv ision  in  each parish*
Age
The an a ly s is  of the ages of th e  parents# both  husbands and 
w ives, has s ig n ifican ce  fo r th is  study* Comparisons of the  age 
groups in  which the resp ec tiv e  spouses f a l l  w il l  make c le a re r  many 
d e ta i l s  w ith  regard to  opinions and a ttitu d e s*  A rb itra r i ly  class** 
ify in g  race and area groups in to  th ree  age o lasses—under 39,
40-59, and 60 years and over—gives a b a s is  fo r a summary an aly sis  
o f age*
Age o f husbands* Of the  fam ilies  interview ed the age d is ­
t r ib u tio n  of the  husbands, as  can be seen in  fab le  1 and Figure 2, 
i s  not abnormal* According to  inform ants8 statem ents, 41 per cent 
of them were under 40 years of age, 46 per cent were between 40 and 
60 years of age, and 14 per cent were 60 years of age or older* Of 
more in te re s t  are the  area d iffe ren ces  in the  age d is tr ib u tio n  of 
th e  husbands* In L afayette  P arish  the husbands are generally  
younger, with 46 per c en t, as con trasted  w ith  86 per cent in Jackson 
P a rish , being under 40 years of age* This d i f f e r e n t ia l  can probably 
be a t t r ib u te d  to  th© fac t th a t  th© Jackson P arish  area i s  populated 
to  a g rea te r  ex ten t by a ru ra l  non-farm group* As hae been pointed
AGE DISTRIBUTION OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES
TOTAL SAMPLE
WHITE
HUSBANDS
WIVES
NEGRO
HUSBANDS
WIVES
WHITE
HUSBANDS
WIVES
NEGRO
HUSBANDS
WIVES
WHITE
HUSBANDS
WIVES
NEGRO
HUSBANDS
WIVES
PER CENT 90
NORTH LOUISIANA STUDY AREA
SOUTH LOUISIANA STUDY AREA
PER CENT
100
UNDER 40 YEARS 40-59 YEARS 60 YEARS-OVER
F igu re 2* Age D is tr ib u t io n  o f  Husbands and Wives in  th e  Survey Areas C la s s i f ie d  A ccord ing t o  
Race .
TABLE I
AGS DISTRIBUTION OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES IN THE 
SURVEY AREAS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RACE
s Total s North Louisiana Study Area j South Louisiana Study Area
Age i Total i White s Negro : t o ta l  t Whit© ? Negro * to ta l  t vfoite s Negrot touiB-jPer t Hum-sPer i Jtam-sPer 
j ber scent : ber scent s ber scent
i Num-sPer s Hum-s Per : Num-t&ir 
: ber scent s fyer scent s ber scent
j Nuifr-iPer t Hum-sPer % fcum-sPer 
t ber scent t ber scent s ber scent
Age o f Husbands
0-39 years 186 40.7 145 41.5 41 38.0 78 35.4 50 32.9 23 41 .2 108 45 .6 95 48.2 13 32.5
40-59 years 206 45.1 157 45.0 49 45 .4 100 45.5 68 44.7 32 47.1 106 44.7 89 45 .2 17 42.5
60 years -  over 65 14.2 47 13.5 18 16.6 42 19.1 34 22.4 8 11 .7 23 9 .7 13 6.6 10 25.0
Total 457*
o8r"l 349 e 8 O 108 100.0 220 100.0 152 100.0 63 100.0 237 100,0 197 100.0 40 100.0
Age o f Wires 
0-39 years 
40-59 years 
60 years -  over
T otal
241 48.6 177 47.3 64 52.5 111 45.3 63 41.0 43 54*4 130 51.8 109 52.4 21 aS .8
203 40.9 161 43.1 42 34.4 101 41.2 73 44.0 28 35.5 102 40.6 83 42 .3 14 32.6
52 10.5 36 9 .6 16 13.1 33 13.5 25 15.0 8 10.1 19 7 .6 11 5 .3 8 18 .6
496* 100.0 374 100.0 122 100.0 245 100.0 166 100.0 79 100.0 251 100.0 208 100.0 43 100.0
-X-
The presence o f widows and widowers and o f  a few persons whose age was unknown explains why th e  to t a ls  are l e s s  
than the number o f schedules completed.
£
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ewb*7* th e  ru ra l-n o n fa ra  population i s  charac terised  by high 
proportions of e ld e r ly  persons*
Kaee d iffe ren ces  in  age of husbands are  not e sp ec ia lly  
s ig n if ic a n t• The in d ic a tio n s , n ev erth e less , are th a t  the white 
husbands a re  younger* Forty-two per cent of the whit® and 38 per 
cent of th e  Negro husbands are  le ss  than 40 years of age* This 
raei& l p a tte rn  was not presen t in  both a rea s , however* In 
la fa y e tte  P a rish  w hite husbands are younger than Negro husbands 
(48 per cent and 38 per cen t, re sp ec tiv e ly , under 40 years o f  age)| 
whereas in  Jackson P a r ish , w hite husbands are o lder than Negro 
husbands (33 per sen t and 41 per o en t, re sp eo tiv e ly , under 40 years 
o f age)* An explanation fo r  th is  v a ria tio n  was suggested by per­
sonal observations* In Jackson P a rish  th e re  are  very few Negroes 
engaged in  a g r ic u l tu re ,  but many employed by the various fo res t 
products in d u strie s*  Ih is  type of work is  of such a strenuous 
nature th a t  only the  younger, more v i r i l e  types are  able to  oerfo ra  
i t*  Consequently the older Negro men have to  seek le ss  strenuous 
employment in  areas more su itab le  to  farming or In towns and v illages*  
Age of wives* As one would expect, because they marry 
e a r l i e r ,  and because o f the tendency of women to  m issta te  th e ir  age*75*
Smith, op* c i t ** p# 75* 
75 Ibid* p . 82.
the wiveg ore ao t d is tr ib u te d  by age in  the precis©  manner of th e i r  
husband®. Table 1 and Figure Z show us th a t  they  are g e n e r a lly  in  
th e  younger age®, 49 per cent b - in g  rep orted  a® under 40 y ea rs  o f  
age* Area d iffe ren ces  In  the age of w ives, n e v e r th e le s s  a re con­
s is te n t  w ith  those applying to  the age of husbands* Th© wives o f 
the-South Louisiana Study Area are younger (52 per oeftt as compared 
w ith  45 per cent not yet 40 years of ag e ).
Hace d iffe ren ces  are not large b u t,  In c o n tra d is tin c tio n  to  
th e i r  husbands, th e  Megro wives are  younger, 55 per eent of them as 
compared w ith  47 per oetjt o f the white wives not having reached 40 
years of age* Again area d iffe ren ces  appear in  race  comparisons*
In la fa y e tte  P a r ish , th e  Megro wives are  older than  the white wives 
(49 per cent as compared w ith  52 per cent under 40 years of age) j 
whereas in  Jackson P arish  the Megro wives are younger than the white 
wives (54 per eent as compared w ith  41 per cent under 40 years of age)*
Education
The important® of the knowledge o f a t t i tu d e s  and opinion® in  
under standing the behavior of a people I s  the b as ic  th e s is  of th i s  
work* Scwhere a re  th ese  b as ic  socio-psyohologloal c h a ra c te r is tic *  
conceived and c ry s ta l l is e d  more than in  the formal and informal 
educational processes the  ind iv idual goes through. Table I I  and 
Figure 5 p resen t th© amount o f formal education reported  by husband® 
and wives* For the sake of simple but meaningful analysis*, four 
c la sse s  of educational achievement are usedi completed not more
FORMAL EDUCATION OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES
TOTAL SAMPLE
WHITE
HUSBANDS
WIVES
NEGRO
HUSBANDS
WIVES
WHITE
HUSBANDS
WIVES
NEGRO
HUSBANDS
WIVES
WHITE
HUSBANDS
WIVES
NEGRO
HUSBANDS
WIVES
PER CENT
50
NORTH LOUISIANA STUDY AREA
SOUTH LOUISIANA STUDY AREA
W Z Z .
PER CENT
| UNDER 5 YEARS ED 5-8 YEARS 9-12 YEARS OVER 12 YEARS
F igu re  3 . Formal E ducation o f  Husbands and Wives in  th e  Survey Areas C la s s i f ie d  A ccording to  
Race »
TABLE II
FORMAL EDUCATION OF HUSBAND® AND WIVES IN THE
survey areas classified  according- to race
•
• T otal : North Louisiana siudy Area : South Louisiana Study Area
School le er s j T otal * White t Negro s T otal : White t Negro $ T otal s White : Ne^rp
Completed j ftum-iPer i 
s bar scent s
Num-sper i 
ber : cant t
'NunHsfor
JtflUlSffltiL
e Hum-s Per * 
x her tcent ?
Nun*-: Per : Hump-:Par 
her scent s ber scent
j Nora-tPer 
s ber scent
s NuawPer i 
s feer ie is it  :
t e w :  Per 
ber scent
Husbands 
Under $ years 
5“ 8 years 
9-12 years 
Over 12 years
172 37.6  
175 38*3 
81 17*7 
29 6*4
106 30.4  
139 39.8  
75 21.5  
29 8 .3
66 61*1 
36 33.3  
6 5 .6  
0 *—
44 20.0  
109 49 .6  
52 23.6  
15 6.®
14 9 .2  
77 50.6  
46 30.3
15 9 .9
30 44 .1  
32 47 .1  
6 8 .8  
0 —
128 54.0  
66 27 .9  
29 12*2 
14 5 .9
92 46 .7  
62 31 .$  
29 1 4 .7  
14 7 .1
36 90 .0  
4 10 .0
Q . M U  
0 —
Total 457*100.0 349 100,0 108 100.0 220 100.0 152 100.0 68 100*0 237 100.0 197 100.0 40 100.0
H res  
Under 5 years 
5- 8 years 
9-12 years 
Over 12 years
145 29 .2  
198 30 .0  
130 26 .2  
23 4 .6
96 25.7  
144 38.5  
112 30.0  
22 5 .8
49 40 .2  
54 44 .3  
18 14 .7  
1 0 .8
29 11.8  
121 49 .4  
84 34.3  
11 4 .5
10 6 .0  
79 47 .6  
6? 40 .4  
10 6 .0
19 24.1  
42 53.2  
17 21 .5  
1 1 .2
116 4 6 .2  
77 30.7  
46 18 .3  
12 4.®
86 41 .3  
65 31 .3  
45 21 .6  
12 5.®
30 69 .8  
12 27 .9  
1 2 .3  
0 ----
Total 496*100.0 374 lOO.O 122 100.0 245 100.0 166 100.0 79 100,0 251 100.0 208 100.0 43 100.0
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The presence o f  widows and widowers and o f  a few persona whose formal education was unknown exp la in s why th e  to t a ls  
are le s s  than the number o f schedules completed*
than the  fo u rth  grade,  completed more th*m the fo u rth  grad® h u t d id  
not en te r  high school, attended high school hu t not c o lle g e , and 
attended eollcge* In explanation i t  may he sa id  th a t the f i r s t  
category  includes what are sometimes known as “functiona l i l l i t e r a t e s *  
By th is  term i s  meant persons who fo r a l l  p ra c tic a l purposes cannot 
handle the most simple tech n ica l l i te ra tu re *  I t  I s ,  of course, 
recognised th a t  any educational breakdown by the formal s ta tu s  
achieved n ecessa rily  has the unfavorable c h a ra c te r is t ic  of 'is re p re ^  
sea tin g  the education of persona who through Ind iv idual e f fo r t  have 
a tta in e d  the  equivalent of much higher formal education* However# 
fo r  oar purpose th is  type o f comparison Is  as usefu l as any because, 
in  any even t, th e  d iffe ren ce  between th e  number o f persons advancing 
by in d iv id u a l e f fo r t  la  the two a reas  cannot be too great*
Educational s ta tu s  of husbands* According to  inform ants1 
re p o rts ,  88 per cent of the husbands had completed le s s  than fiv e  
grades of formal education, and th e re fo re  f a l l  w ith in  the category o f 
fu n c tio n a l i l l i t e r a t e s *  T h irty -e ig h t per cent of them had completed 
more than  four grades but had not entered high school, 18 per cent 
had some high school but no college experience, and 6 per cent had 
some college tra in in g *
Husbands from th e  North Louisiana Study Area ha e mere formal 
education than those from the $oubh Louisiana Study Area* The data 
show th a t ,  whereas only 20 per cent had le s s  than five grades of 
formal education in  the  former area# the s tr ik in g  proportion o f  54 
per cent were c la s s if ia b le  as functional i l l i t e r a t e s  in  th e  l a t t e r
are** S im ilar d iffe ren ces  p re v a il in  th e  higher le v e ls  of education* 
la  la fa y e tte  P a rish  28 per een t of the  husbands had over four year# 
of schooling bu t had not gone to  high school, 12 per cent had gone 
to  high school bu t not college* and 6 per eent had had co llege  
experience* The corresponding percentages in  Jackson Parish  were 
SO, 23* and 7* Area comparisons by race show th a t  both w hites and 
Negroes in  th e  North Louisiana Study Area had more formal education 
than  th e  re sp ec tiv e  races  in  the  South Louisiana Study Area*
Ag a whole, formal educational attainment; of Negro husbands 
I s  f a r  below th a t  of w hite husbands* This i s  evidenced by a com­
parison  o f the p roportions (§0 per cent of the w hites as compared 
w ith  61 per een t o f th e  Negroes) having le ss  than five grades of 
formal schooling* However, a h igher degree of formal education 
was reported  by Jackson P arish  Negro informants for Negro husbands 
than by L afayette  P arish  white informants fo r white husbands*T4 This 
i s  a s ig n if ic a n t f a c t ,  d esp ite  the well-known c u ltu ra l b a r r ie r s  to  
formal education in  sec tions of South Louisiana*
Educational s ta tu s  of w ives* The wives follow  the same general 
p a tte rn s  as th e i r  husbands in  educational attainm ent* I t  is  
s ig n if ic a n t ,  however, t h a t ,  as i s  generally  true  in  the nation a# 
a whole, they seem to  have acquired s l ig h t ly  more formal education 
than th e i r  husbands* This in  ru ra l  areas has been a ttr ib u te d  by
T4 This may be p a r t ia l ly  due to  the fa c t th a t  one of the two 
Negro high schools in  Jackson P arish  is  located  in  the survey area*
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• smi to  th e  tendency of paren ts to  withdraw boys from school as soon 
as they  a re  capable o f a s s is tin g  m a te r ia lly  as labo rers  a t home*
Among the  w ise s , 29 per e e n t, 50 per een t, 26 per cen t, and 6 per 
e a s t ,  re sp e c tiv e ly , f a l l  in  the  four educational c la sses  ranging from 
lowest to  h ighest leve ls*
S im ilar to  t h e i r  husbands, Lafayette P arish  wives are le ss  
w ell educated * Here 46 per eent as compared w ith  only 12 per sent 
in  Jaokson P arish  were fu n c tio n a lly  i l l i t e r a t e *
Functional i l l i t e r a t e s  comprised 40 per cent of the Negro 
w ives, bu t only 26 per cent of th e  white wives* Again, as  among 
husbands, th e  Negroes in  Jackson P a rish  reported  more formal 
education than the w hites as w ell as the Negroes in N&fayette P a rish .
Occupation
On the  surface I t  may seem th a t i t  i s  s tre tch in g  a point to  
make comparisons o f ru ra l  populations by oooupation ra th e r  than 
tenure* This perhaps would b i  tru e  i f  the sample were made up o f  
only ru ra l-fa rm  persons* However, I t  i s  not unusual fo r  persons to  
liv e  in  ru ra l  a reas  w hile earning th e i r  livelihood  from other than 
a g r ic u l tu ra l  means* la  ru ra l  areas where forest**produot in d u s tr ie s  
th r iv e ,  th e  proportion  of the  r u r a l  population not engaged in  
a g r ic u l tu ra l  p u rsu its  seems e sp e c ia lly  high* A lso, when ru ra l 
pecu la tion  samples include v illa g e s  or small towns th ere  is  bound 
to  be some rep resen ta tio n  of p ro fe ss io n a l, p ro p r ie to r ia l ,  and non** 
a g r ic u l tu ra l  labor groups* When th i s  is  the case and many ru ra l -
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nonfars persons are  included in  a sawnle* i t  i s  n e c e ssa r y  to  seek 
socws broader occupational c la s s if ic a t io n  than .fam —tenure groups 
For the purposes $£ th i s  study the  fo llo w in g  groups were d ia t in -  
qu lshed :7®
1* IV oprie to rs and P ro fessio n a l Persons 
2* Clerks and Kindred Workers 
5* A g ricu ltu ra l Workers 
4* S k ille d  Workers 
5* S e iii-sk illed  Workers 
€• U nskilled Workers 
7 • Other 
3* Hone
As can be seen* th i s  c la s s i f ic a t io n  i s  a rb i tra ry  and sub­
je c t  to  some d iscussion  a s  to  the exaot d iv id ing  lin e  between 
classes*  However* fo r  the  purpose of making area  and race com­
parisons i t  i s  su ita b le  as long as i t  i s  s im ila r ly  applied  to  a l l  
groups*
I t  i s  apparent from Table I I I  th a t  th e re  i s  considerable 
d iffe ren ce  in  the ooeupations of heads of fam ilies*  Of 604 family
7B For the  in te re s te d  person i t  may be s ta te d  th a t*  o f the  
14 per eent o f  th e  horth  L o u is-ana Study Area fa m ily  heads who were 
farmers* almost two th ird s  (6 4  per cen t) were owners* and th e  re ­
mainder were cash or share ren te rs*  On th e  o th er  hand* o f  Lhe 08 
per eent e f  th e  South Louisiana Study Area fam ily heads who were 
farmers* 41 per oent were owners or part-ow ners, 41 per cent were 
cash or share ren te rs*  16 per eent were sharecroppers* and 3 per 
cent wage laborers*  The farms in  both  a reas were sm a ll to  
medium-sized* ranging as  a ru le  from 40 to  160 acres*
76 An adaptation  o f A* N* Edward*s Occupational C la s s i f ic a t io n  
found in  W. S. W oytinsky* Labor in  the United S tates * Committee on 
S ocial Security* Social Science KesearclT ^ u n o f r ,  ’Wash!ngton* D.C.* 
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OCCUPATIONS OF F A m i HEADS IN THE SUBLET 
AREAS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RACE
Total North Louisiana Study Area
Occupation ; Total s lium-: Per 
t  ber scent
Negro T oial
South Louisiana Study Area" 
T otal
: Nubh : Per : Num-: Per : Num- * Per
Whiie i Negro s Total t White i Negro
Per : sfom-7 Per • Nu»-:Per • Num-: Per : Num~7Pe**
Proprietors and 
professional 
persons 57 11 .3 52 13.7 5 4 .0 37 14.9 34 20.0 3 3 .6 20 7 .8 18 6 .6 2 4 .4
Clerks and 
kindred workers 21 4 .2 20 5 .3 1 0 .8 13 5 .2 12 7 .1 1 1 .2 8 3 .1 8 3 .8 0 m IL,^
Agricultural
workers 199 39*5 151 39 .8 46 38.4 34 13.6 21 1 2 .4 13 1 6 .4 165 64.7 130 62.2 35 76.0
Skilled workers 31 4 .2 29 7 .7 2 1 .6 18 7 .2 16 9 .4 2 2 .5 13 5.0 13 6 .2 0 _
Semi-skilled
workers Id 7*5 31 8 .2 7 5 .6 32 12.9 25 14.7 7 8 .9 6 2 .3 6 2*9 0 - n - r - ,
Unskilled workers 101 20.0 56 1 4 .8 45 36.0 73 29.3 33 19 .4 40 50.6 28 10.9 23 11.0 5 10.6
Other 15 3 .0 8 2 .1 7 5 .6 9 3 .6 4 2 .3 5 6 .3 6 2.3 4 2.0 2 4 .4
None 42 0 .3 32 8 .4 10 6 .0 33 13 .3 25 14.7 6 10.1 9 4 .0 7 3 .3 2 4 .4
Total $04 100.0 379 100.0 125 100.0 249 100.0 170 100.0 79 100*0 255 100.0 209 100.0 46 100.0
heads,  11 per oent are p ro fess io n a l men or p ro p rie to r$, 4 per oent 
olerics o r kindred w orkers, 40 per cent engaged In a g r ic u ltu ra l  pur­
s u i t s ,  6 per cen t s k il le d  w orkers, 8 per cent sem i-sk illed  workers, 
and 20 per cent employed as u n sk illed  laborers#  Three per cent hare 
scaw "o th er” occupation, and 8 per eent perform no formal work fo r 
& livelihood* Area d i f f e r e n t ia ls  In occupation a r i s e ,  in  th© main, 
from the  fa c t th a t  Jackson P arish  i s  not as predominantly a g ricu l­
tu r a l  as L afayette  Parish* A g rea te r proportion of the  informants 
l iv in g  in  the  former p a rish  (29 per oent) are un sk illed  workers, but 
th e  la rg e r  proportion  (65 per oent) of them in  the l a t t e r  p a rish  are 
a g r ic u l tu ra l  workers*
The Segro fam ily heads are concentrated lower down in  the  
occupational heirarchy but fo llow  sim ilar trends in  the resp ectiv e  
areas* In th e Kerth Louisiana Study Area the concentration i s ,  
as among w h ites , in  the u n sk illed  greupj whereas in  the South 
Louisiana Study Area i t  i s ,  a lso  as among the w h ites, in  the agri­
cu ltu ra l c la ss*
A comparison of incomes can rev ea l many Important fa c to rs  
bearing on the whole s tru c tu re  of a society* Table I¥  and Figure 4 
show annual income of fa m ilie s , as reported by the inform ants. In
^  Income was determined by simply asking the informant fo r 
an average y early  fam ily income*
WHITE
NEGRO
WHITE
NEGRO
WHITE
NEGRO
ANNUAL INCOMES OF FAMILIES
TOTAL SAMPLE
PER CENT 
50 70 80 90
JBDDDBnDBDB W H H cZ b u
100
NORTH LOUISIANA STUDY AREA
SOUTH LOUISIANA STUDY AREA
50 
PER CENT
LESS THAN 1750 rrr f750 - $1499
60 70
$ 1500 - 82999
80 90 100
53 8 3000 AND OVER
F igu re 4* Annual Incomes o f  F a m ilie s  in  th e  Survey Areas C la s s i f ie d  A ccording t o  R ace.
TABLE IV
ANNUAL INCOMES OF FAMILIES IN THE SUHVET 
AREAS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RACE
* Total t North Louisiana Study Area s South Louisiana Study Area
Annual : T otal t V&ite 3 Negro 3 T otal s V?hite i Negro s T otal 3 W ilte t Negro
Income t Num-r Per : 
5 ber scent s
Num-t^r : 
ber scent :
Hum-s Per : 
ber seent s
Nush-sPer : 
ber scent *
ifUHHS e^r * 
ber seent :
Num-:Per 
ber scent
s Nua-: Per 
s ber scent
s Num-sPer 
s ber scent
t Num-:Per 
s ber seent
Less than $750 211 41,9 140 36.9 71 56.8 70 28.1 39 23.0 31 39.2 M l 55.3 101 48 .3 40 87 .0
750-1499 140 27.8 98 25.9 42 33.6 76 30.5 40 23.5 36 45 .6 64 25 .1 58 27.8 6 13.0
1500-2999 118 23 .4 107 28.2 11 8 .8 84 33.8 73 42 .9 11 13 .9 34 13 .3 34 16 .3 0 —
3000 and over 35 6 .9 34 9 .0 1 0 .8 19 7 .6 18 10.6 1 1 .3 16 6 .3 16 7 .6 0 ----
Total 504 100,0 379 100.0 125 100.0 249 100.0 170 100.0 79 100.0 255 100.0 209 100.0 46 100.0
various b rackets  a r b i t r a r i ly  se leo te d . Tho g ro a tcs t percentage o f 
fam ily Incomes ( 4 $ par cen t) f a l l s  in  the  lowest b rack e t, le ss  than  
♦780 per year* Almost th re e  ten th s  (28 per cent) of the fam ilies in  
th e  samel© group had an annual income from f?50 to  f 1,490, but only 
85 p e r cent earned between #1,600 and ♦8,000* A w ry  few, 7 per e e n t, 
received annual incomes o f #3,000 or o w #
I t  i s  s ig n if ic a n t th a t  the  fam ilies  of the North Louisiana
Study A rea, both w hite and Negro, reported  on the  average higher in -
cores than did those of the South Louisiana Study Area* On the  b as is
©f t h i s  f a c t  i t  w il l  be in te re s tin g  to  make comparisons o f standards 
and le v e ls  o f  liv ing*  S lig h tly  more than  28 per eent o f th e  fam ilies 
surveyed l a  Jackson P arish  earn a  t o t a l  income o f le s s  than $780 
annually  as compared w ith over one h a lf  (55 per cent) o f those In 
L afayette  Parish* Earnings between #750 and #1,500 annually  charac­
t e r i s e  th re e  te n th s  of Jackson P arish  and one fou rth  o f Lafayette 
P a rish  f tm i l ie s ,  respectively*  In the  more adequate income bracket 
o f  ♦1,560 to  #3,000 th e re  are  34 par cent and 13 per cant of the 
fam ilie s  studied  in  Jackson and Lafayette p a rish es , respectively*  
Incomes in the  h ighest bracket (#3,000 and over) ware reported  by 
6 per eent of th e  fam ilie s  in  the  north  Louisiana p a r ish , but by 
only  6 per een t of those in  the  south Louisiana parish* The Negroes 
as a whole have much lower average annual incomes than the w hites, 
hu t the d i f f e r e n t ia l  between th e  Jackson Negroes and Lafayette white® 
i s  in  favor o f the former*
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K elt&Ion
As s ta te d  in  the in tro d u c tio n , one fea tu re  of th e  d is t in c t  
o u ltu ra l d iffe ren o ee  c h a ra c te r is in g  the two areas under study i s  
th e i r  re lig io n s  a f f i l i a t i o n s .  This sec tio n  p resen ts  s ta tis t-lo fti 
p roof o f  the  f a c t .  Since P ro te s ta n t churches have the  m ajo rity  o f  
th e ir  b e l ie f s  and p ra c tic e s  in  common, they have been grouped to***, 
geth er . The d iscussion  i s  divided in to  two parts*  re lig io n  and the 
r e g u la r i ty  o f chureh attendanoe. No one w ill  deny the g reat influence 
that re l ig io u s  b e l ie f s  and p ra c tic e s  have on the philosophy of l i f e  
held by an in d iv id u a l. C e rta in ly  sueh b e lie fs  can consciously or 
unoonsciously in fluence a t t i tu d e s  and opinions on a broad p lane.
The follow ing comparisons w il l  assume more importance when viewed in  
sueh a l i g h t .  F a ith fu l attendance, on the o ther hand, mean® more 
eoo ia l p a r t ic ip a tio n ; and th i s  in  tu rn  rea e ts  on the  in d iv id u a l 's  
whole mode of th ink ing  and liv in g .
Chureh a f f i l i a t i o n .  Taken as a whole, the sample population 
i s  p re t ty  evenly divided between the Catholics (60 per cen t) and 
P ro te s ta n ts  (47 per c e n t) ,  ^here were no o ther re lig io n s  mentioned, 
and the  remaining Z per cent of th e  interview ees professed to  have 
no r e l ig io n .  On an a rea  b a s is , ae has been pointed o u t, north  
Louisiana i s  predom inantly P ro te s tan t and south Louisiana Is  pre­
dominantly C atholio . To what ex ten t th is  is  tru e  cannot be appre* 
e la te d  u n t i l  the da ta  shown in  Table V are inspected* Of th e  
inform ants in  daekson P arish , only 9 per eent were C atholics as com­
pared w ith  86 per eent belonging to  some P ro tes tan t fa ith *  An
TABU ▼
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIONS AND CHURCH ATTENDANCE HABITS OF INFORMANTS 
IK THE SURVEI AREAS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RACE
•* Tota£ : North Louisiana siudy Area t South Louisiana Study Area
•• T otal s White i Negro t T ota l t White t Ne^re t T otal i White : Negro
:
:
Num-tPer t 
her seeat *
Nuia-t Per * 
her scent s
NuiHiKr i 
ber scent s
Nua^t Per t Num-jFer : Hum-1Per 
b e p j e m t
i N u m b er  
: bar scent
s ftum-jPer : 
i ber rcent s
Mum-sPer 
b erseea b
R eligious
A ffilia t io n
Catholic
Protestant
Other
None
254 50.4  
235 46 .6  
0 —  
15 3 .0
227 59.9  
141 37.2  
0 —  
11 2 .9
27 21 .6  
94 75 .2  
0 —  
4 3 .2
23 9 .2  
211 84 .8  
0 —  
15 6 .0
23 13 .5  
136 80 .0  
0 —  
11 6 .5
Q mmmt
75 94 .9  
0 —  
4 5 .1
2 |1  90 .6  
24 9*4 
0 —  
0 —
204 97 .6  
5 2 .4  
0 —  
0 —
f t  58,7  
19 41 .3  
0 —  
0 — ——'
t o t a l 504 100.0 379 100.0 125 100.0 249 100.0 170 100.0 79 100.0 255 100.0 209 100.0 46 100.0
Church
Attendance Habits 
Regular 
Irre g u la r  
Nearer 
Unknown
293 58.1  
183 36 .3  
26 5 .2  
2 0 .4
209 55.1  
146 38.5  
23 6 .1  
1 0 .3
84 67 .2  
37 29.6  
3 2 .4  
1 0 .8
136 54.6  
92 37.0  
19 7 .6  
2 0 .3
32 48 .2  
70 41 .2  
17 10 .0  
1 0 .6
54 68 .4  
22 27.8  
2 2 .5  
1 1 .3
157 61.6  
91 35.7  
7 2 .7  
0 —
12? 60 .7  
76 36 .4  
6 2 .9  
0 —
30 65 .2  
15 32 .6  
1 2 .2  
0 ----
T otal 504 100.0 379 100.0 125 100.0 249 100.0 170 100.0 79 100.0 255 100.0 209 100.0 46 100.0
o>
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A dditional 6 per eent did not claim numberehip in any church* In 
Lafayette P arish  91 per eent of the interview ees were members of the 
C atholic Chureh, and 9 per cent were P ro tes tan ts*  No oth®r chureh 
group was rep resen ted , and every person reported  church membership* 
I t  might be expected th a t  Negroes would b© F ro te s tan t because 
th ey  have played sueh an im portant ro le  In e s ta b lish in g  these 
churches in  the South* This is  the  case fo r the group as a whole,
75 per eent of the  Negro inform ants being P ro te s tan t church members• 
2d the  South Louisiana Study Area, however, the influence of the 
French s e t t l e r s  i s  re f le c te d  in  the  59 per cent o f the  Negroes in te r*  
viewed who were G atholies* R e la tiv e ly  more of them than of w h ites, 
o f  coarse—41 per cent as  compared w ith % per cenb—»were P ro tes tan t a* 
There were no Neero C atholics in the  North Louisiana Study Area, but 
15 per oent c f  the whites belonged to  th i s  church.
Church a ttendance. Church attendance, as has been mentioned, 
i s  of importance in  determ ining th e  degree of so c ia l p a r tic ip a tio n  
w ith in  a community* I t  Is  one th in g  to  be a member of a church and 
another to  a sso c ia te  re g u la r ly  w ith the o ther members in  group 
a c t iv i t ie s *  Only in  the l a t t e r  ease i s  i t  possib le  fo r ideas to 
become general and widespread and a t t i tu d e s  and opinions to  be molded 
o r channeled in  p a r tic u la r  d irec tions*  I t  can be expected th a t  the 
g rea te r  the  so c ia l p a r tic ip a tio n  in  a community, the more homogeneous 
th e  a t t i tu d e s  and ooiniona w ill  be* An attem pt was mad© to  word the 
question  regarding church attendance in  such a way th a t  the in fom ent 
would not f e e l  obliged to  answer in  a c e r ta in  manner* The answers
reoeived are  divided in to  th r e e  c a te g o r ie s  deeded s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
Judge the degree of p a r t ic ip a t io n .  These ares \ th e  r e g u la r  atten-* 
d ers, th e  ir re g u la r  attendera*  and th e  one® who, for  a l l  p r a c t ic a l  
purposes* never a tten d  ohuroh*
That 58 per cent of a l l  persona Interviewed reported  regu lar 
church attendance i s  reassu rin g  to  those who fe a r  th a t the ru ra l  
©hureh as an in s t i tu t io n  i s  breaking down. T h ir ty -s ix  per cent o f  
th e  inform ants attended church ir re g u la r ly ,  and only 5 per cent 
never went to  chureh*
I t  can h ard ly  be su rp ris in g  to  one acquainted w ith  th e  
church h a b its  o f P ro te s tan ts  end C atholics to  find th a t more persona 
in  th e  South Louisiana Study Area (62 per cent) than in the fo r th  
Louisiana Study Area (55 per een t) a ttend  church reg u la rly . Con­
versely* p ro p o rtio n a te ly  more persons a ttend  ir re g u la r ly  or are  
nonattenders in the l a t t e r  than in  the former area*
Eegroes are notable ohuroh-goers* and the fa c t th a t  the 
s t a t i s t i c s  tab u la ted  in  Table V show higher proportions of regu lar 
Segro ohuroh a t tenders  should occasion no surprise*  Very l i t t l e  
area d ifferen ce  appears in th e  proportions of th is  group rep o rtin g  
th e  resp ec tiv e  lev e ls  o f chureh attendance* Although w hites in both 
areas do not attend  ©bareh as reg u la rly  as the ‘Kegroea* the Jackson 
Parish w hites a re  more in c lin ed  to  a tten d  ir re g u la r ly  or not a t  a ll*
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le v e ls  o f LiTinrT^
Unquestionably le v e ls  o f liv in g  are cau sa lly  linked with  
a tt itu d es  end opinions in myriad ways* In fa c t ,  i t  peomg reasonable 
to  assxmie th at th© psychological wake-up o f the ind ividual depends
to  a considerable extent on the m aterial le v e l of h is  surroundings*
/
Informants from the ind iv idual areas -were asked severa l questions 
pertaining to  conveniences and liv in g  conditions which, can be used 
a» an index to  le v e ls  o f liv in g  * Among these were included the 
number of rocaas in  the home* the condition of the house* whether or 
not th© fam ily owned an automobile and a rad io , th© presence of 
e le c t r ic i t y ,  water supply, and type of water ou tlet*  and the type 
o f t o i l e t  fa c i l i t y *
Persona per room* Some ind ication  as to  hew crowded th© 
populations are in th e ir  dwelling u n its is  gained from an an alysis  
o f the average number of persons per room* These computations appear 
in  Table VI* They show the not unfavorable overa ll figu re  of *99 
persons per room*
The north  Louisiana fam ilies  are le s s  crowded than the south. 
Iou isiana  fa m ilie s , though w hites iis both instances are le s s  crowded 
than the  Hegroes* According to the tab u la tion s, there i s  an average 
o f *82 persons per room in  Jackson Parish and an average of *98 per­
sons per room in  A afayette Parish* The legroes have an average o f  
1*23 persons per room in  th e i r  homes, but the w hites are le s s  crowded,
Used to  denote the m ate ria l liv in g  a c tu a lly  experienced by 
the resp ec tiv e  groups throughout th is  study ra th e r  than so c ia l values*
TABU VI
THS NUMBER OF PERSONS Pm ROOM IN THE DWELLINGS OP FAMILIES 
IN THB S tfflm  AREAS CU88IFIBD ACCORDING TO SACK
t T otal i North io u ia ia a a  Study Area i South tou £3iana i n r o  Area
•« TOTAL i ' M M  t negro i . m . s WHITE t n m m  j TOTAL i W G St i m m
Muaber e f  rooms 
in  dwellings 2254 1787 467 112? 841 286 1127 946 181
Number o f  persons 
ak du ellings 2007 1433 574 927 603 324 1080 830 250
Persona per room .89 .80 1.23 .82 .72 1 .1 3 .95 .88 1 .3 8
6*
averaging *68 persona per room. in  th e i r  liv in g  places*
C o a d lU ^  o f house. The o v era ll condition of the informants* 
liv in g  q u arte rs  ©an e a s ily  he re la te d  to  h ea lth  in general as w ell 
a s  giving sane in d ica tio n  of liv in g  conditions* The Informants were 
asked to  appraise  th e i r  houses in  te rn s  of a scale including these 
fiv e  c la ssesJ  very poor, poor, f a i r ,  good, and very good* the in te r ­
viewer was care fu l to  corroborate th is  response w ith h is  own obser­
vation* As a ru le ,  i t  was found th a t inform ants and in terview ers 
agreed in  t h e i r  ranking*
Taken together the hom.ee of the  inform ants are not in  good 
condition* As can be seen in  Table VII, only one ten th  of the  504 
fam ilie s  surveyed liv ed  in  houses c la s s if ie d  as being in  "very good* 
condition* Less than one f i f t h  (19 per cen t) of the homes were in  
"geed" co nd ition , and 26 per cent were " f a i r , ” but 28 per c e r t were 
in  "poor* co n d itio n , and 16 per cent were hard ly  f i t  fo r habita tion*  
The dwelling u n ite  of th e  South Louisiana Study Area appear on th© 
WhCle to  be in  a s l ig h t ly  b e t te r  condition than those In th© Horth 
Louisiana Study Area* Although only 8 per cen t of the  former were 
Judged to  be in  "very good" cond ition , as compared w ith 14 per cent 
o f  the  la t t e r ,  21 per cent o f the Lafayette Pari ah informants* home© 
wore in  "good" condition and 35 per cent in  " fa ir "  condition as 
compared w ith  16 per cent and 12 per cent of the daokson P arish  
u n ite  in  th ese  resp ec tiv e  classes* These findings point to  the 
p o ssib le  hypothesis th a t ,  although the  people from the l a t t e r  area 
ears mere money, th e i r  liv in g  costs are p roportionate ly  higher*
TABU VII
SPECIFIED LWBL-OP-Liraia ITUS OP PAUILISS IB THE 
SURVEY ABBAS 0U 38IP I®  AOOORBIRG TO RAC*
j -' T otal............' ' '  i ......  Berth Louisiana Study A r a a i  South ionlnU na SttU r Araa
UvaX-of-Urlag i Total i Wilta i Bagro t T otal i Malta i  _ » M »  i T otal i *hi*. 1 f tg » .
Itans 7 " ^  s Sum-1 Par s Rum-s Per
Condition o f  House 
Very good 53 10.5 53 14.0 0 34 13.6 34 20.0 0 19 7 .5 19 9 .1 0
Good 95 18.8 85 22.4 10 8 .0 41 16.5 36 21.2 5 6 .3 54 21.2 49 2 3 .4 5 10 .8
Fair 133 26*4 115 30.3 18 14 .4 48 19 .3 43 25.3 5 6 .3 85 33.3 ?2 34.5 13 28.3
Poor 142 28.2 94 24.8 48 38.4 69 27.7 38 22.4 31 39.3 73 28.6 56 26 .8 17 37.0
Very poor SI 16 .1 32 8.5 49 39.2 57 22.9 19 11,1 38 48 .1 24 9 .4 13 6 .2 U 23 .9
Total 504 100.0 379 100.0 125 100.0 249 100.0 170 100.0 79 100.0 255 100.0 209 100.0 46 8 e 0
letter Suoply
Running 133 26 .4 127 33.5 6 4 .8 34 13.7 34 20.0 0 - - - 99 38 .8 93 44 .5 6 1 3 .0
Well with pump 111 22.0 84 22.2 27 21.6 10 4 .0 10 5.9 0 — — 101 39-6 74 35 .4 27 58.7
W ell.w ith bucket 245 48.6 163 43.0 82 65 .6 193 77.5 122 71.7 71 89 .9 52 20 .4 a 19 .6 11 23 .9
Spring 9 1 .8 2 0 .5 7 5 .6 9 3«6 2 1 .2 7 8 .9 0 0 — — 0
Other 6 1 .2 3 0 .8 3 2 .4 3 1 .2 2 1 .2 1 1 .2 3 1 .2 1 0 .5 2 4 .4
Total 504 100.0 379 100.0 125 100.0 249 100.0 170 100.0 79 100.0 255 100.0 209 100.0 46 1G0.0
Equipment and 
Conveniences
E le c tr ic ity 319 63 .3 286 75.5 33 26 .4 174 69.9 148 87.1 26 32.9 145 56.9 138 66 .0 7 1 5 .2
Flush t o i l e t 91 18 .1 90 23.7 1 0 .8 37 14.9 37 21 .8 0 — 54 21 .2 53 2 5 .4 1 2 .2
Radio 335 7 6 .3 314 @2.8 71 56.8 207 @3.1 155 91.2 52 65.8 178 69 .8 159 76 .1 19 41 .3
Automobile 214 42.5 184 48.5 30 24.0 104 41.8 @9 52.4 15 19.0 110 43 .1 95 45 .6 15 32 .6
Oi-4
68
The dwelling u n its  o f th® Hegroes are in  much poorer condition  
than those o f th® w hites* In n e ith e r  area were any Hegr© u n its  
lodged In "very good" cond ition , but th® Jackson P arish  nonwhite 
hones are the poorest o f a l l .  In looking a t the homes of the  w h ites, 
i t  I s  s ig n if ic a n t that in  Jackson P arish  ther© are g re a te r  extrem es, 
which in d ica tes  a higher degree o f s t r a t i f i c a t io n ,  than in  hafayette  
Parish*
Water supply* I t  i s  not expected th a t  very high proportions 
of rural people w i l l  have running w ater in  th e i r  homes* In f a c t ,  even 
those liv in g  in  m a l l  v illa g e s  do not always have th i s  f a c i l i t y .
The source o f w ater, however, is  d i r e c t ly  associated  w ith health* 
Culture p a ttern s, strange as i t  may seem, decide to  some extent in  
what manner w ater w il l  he drawn from w ells* When th is  fa c t  was 
determined i t  was decided to  ask the  inform ants w ithout running water 
whether they  used a bucket or hand pump, the two most common means*
Over one fourth (26 per cent) of the  interview ees reported  
running water in  th e ir  homes* Of the rem ainder, 22 per cent obtained 
water from a w e ll w ith a pump, 49 per cent from a w ell w ith a bucket,
2 per eent from a sp ring , and 1 per cent from some o ther source.
More la fa y e tte  Parish fam ilies  have running water than Jackson 
Parish fam ilies*  The data show 29 per cent and 14 per cen t, 
re sp e c tiv e ly , o f homes in  the  two areas with th is  convenience* This 
great discrepancy i s  accounted fo r by the fa c t th a t  the v illag e  of 
Chatham in  the horth  Louisiana Study Area has not in s ta lle d  a munici­
pal w ater system, whereas Toungsville v illag e  in  the South Louisiana
€9
Study Area has* Over th ree  fourths (?7 per cent) of the  Jackson P arish  
fam ilies  have shallow well® end use buckets to  draw the  water* Four 
per eeat use hand pumps on th e i r  w ells  in th i s  area* and 6 per cent 
obtain  th e ir  w ater fron springs or o ther source#3* In la fa y e tte  P arish  
40 per eent o f th e  fam ilie s  have equipped th e i r  w ells w ith hand pumps 
as compared w ith  80 per cent who use buckets on th e ir  wells* Ju st 
ever 1 per cent ob ta in  th e i r  w ater in  some o ther way*
fiao ia l comparisons show th a t Negroes have much fewer homes 
equipped w ith  running water* have approximately the same number of 
hemes supplied by w ells  w ith pumps* have more homes supplied by w ells 
w ith bueketa* and re so r t to  springs and o ther sources of water to  a 
g rea te r degree than whites* The fac t th a t  more Negroes from 
Lafayette P a rish  than Negroes or whites from Jackson P arish  have 
w ells  w ith  pumps p o in ts  to  a c u ltu ra l t r a i t*
E le c tr ic i ty *  There was a time when e le c t r ic i ty  was confined 
to  urban areas* That so la rg e  a proportion of ru ra l  inh ab itan ts  In 
the  sample population now has th i s  u t i l i t y  (65 per cent) i s  very 
encouraging to  those  who seek to  b e tte r  the liv in g  conditions of these 
people* Seventy per cent of the  Jackson Parish  informants have th e i r  
houses wired fo r e le c t r i c i ty -  Not q u ite  so many Lafayette P arish  
homes have e le e t r io i ty j  however* 67 per cent are equipped w ith th is  
convenient source of lig h tin g  and power* More of the homes of whites* 
as  would be expected from the re la tiv e  conditions of th e ir  homes* 
have e le c tr ic i ty *  76 per cent as compared w ith 26 per cent among the 
Negroes*
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f a n i l i t i e s > Since running w ater i s  necessary to  a 
flu sh  to i le t#  very few ru ra l  homes oan be expected to  have t h i s  
equipment• I t  was found th a t  Just le s s  than one f i f t h  (18 per cent) 
of the  homes o f  the  persons surveyed were equipped w ith  a f lu sh  
to i le t#  whereas 88 per eent used outside to i le ts *
There i s  some d ifferen ce  in  the two a reas  with resp ec t to  
the  number o f fa m ilie s  having flu sh  toilets-*"“only 15 per eent o f the 
tones o f  Jaeksen Pariah inform ants compared w ith £1 per cent of the 
homes o f  la fa y e tte  Parish informants* Plush t o i l e t s  are  v ir tu a l ly  
unknown in  the homes of Negro fam ilies  (see Table VXX)«
Radio* Radio programs as sources of education and rec rea tio n  
have assumed an im portant ro le  in  the liv e s  of our people* Through 
th i s  medium many iso la te d  fam ilies  oan keep abreast of modern 
developments* I t  i s  th e re fo re  a s ig n if ic a n t fa c to r  in  determining 
le v e ls  of liv ing*  On th is  b a s is  i t  is  encouraging to  note th a t  over 
th ree  fo u rth s  (76 per cen t) of the fam ilie s  interviewed owned radios* 
In Jackson P arish  83 per cent of the fam ilies  liv e  in  homes equipped 
w ith radios* However# fewer Lafayette fam ilies (70 per eent) report-* 
ed rad ios among th e i r  furnishings* As would be expected# fewer 
Negroes than w hites possessed th is  household f a c il i ty *
Automobile* A tab u la tio n  of the number of fam ilies  w ith 
automobiles or tru ck s  i s  important In determining to  what extent ru ra l 
dw ellers are  iso la ted#  e sp ec ia lly  from h ealth  and medical care* Just 
over two f i f t h s  (42 per cen t) of the group studied owned some kind of
n
automobile l a  running co n d itio n . In te re s tin g ly  enough# while 
approximately the  same proportion  of Jackson P arish  and L afayette  
Parish families have automobiles (42 per sen t as compared w ith 43 
per eent)* Jackson P arish  whites more frequen tly  own such vehicles 
than Lafayette P arish  w hites (52 per oent as compared w ith  46 per 
eent)* *^ he d if f e r e n t ia l  i s  made up by th© L afayette P arish  Negroes 
who own automobiles considerably  more often  (33 per cen t) than  
Jackson Parish Negroes (19 per c en t)„ I t  may be w ell to  make an 
observation by way of p a r t ia l  explanation of th is  phenomenon as f a r  
as  whites are  concerned* ^k© cu ltu re  of the south Louisianians of 
French descent i s  such as to  make them c lin g  p e rs is te n tly  to  th e i r  
socially In h erited  means of tran sp o rta tio n #  the buggy* which was a 
common s ig h t in  Lafayette Parish* -whereas not one was recorded in  
Jackson Parish*
In conclusion* I t  may be s ta ted  th a t the above are  charac ter- 
i s t i e s  which oan be expected of the average ru ra l  population of 
Louisiana* ^he area and race comparisons suggest some of th e  ways 
in  which a group of ru ra l  people from north  Louisiana w ill  d if fe r  
from a s im ilar group in  south Louisiana* and some of the ways in  
which the ru ra l  Negro population w il l  d if fe r  from the ru ra l  white 
population o f the  s ta te*
CHAPTER II
STATUS QF DENTAL HYGIENE AND DISORDERS 
IN THE SURVEY AREAS
I t  has b itn  s ta ted  as a baslo proposition o f th is  study that 
ru ra l children are  not receiving a l l  the p rofession al dental oare 
they need* In view o f  th is  premise i t  seemed neoessary to  determine 
as fa r  as possible both the exten t o f dental oare received by the 
informants' ch ild ren  and the ex ten t to  which they had experienced  
eerta in  dental disorders* Also the hypothesis has been advanced 
th a t the "average” ch ild  from the survey area was exposed to  a 
minimum o f approved dental practices* This theorem m s te sted  by 
including severa l pertinent questions in  the f i e ld  schedule* These 
discussion s come as a neoessary preliminary to  the basic  an a lysis  
o f  the mental context underlying the pattern o f dental oare for  
children*
I* EXTENT OF PROFESSIONAL DENTAL CARE AND OF DENTAL DISORDERS
Because dental h is to r ie s  for ind ividual children are often  
not accurate nor eas ily  obtained, and because for th is  study i t  was 
of as much s ig n ifica n ce  to  determine the extent o f dental oare for  
children by fa m ilie s  as by ind iv idual ch ildren , th© question r e la t iv e  
to dental care was made to read, "Has your ch ild  (or children) ever 
received dental care?" To determine the incidence o f toothaches, 
gum b e lls ,  and other gum trou b le , the informants were simply asked
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i f  th e ir  children had ever experienced any o f thee© conditions*
Their response* ere shown in  graphic fora  in  Figure S and in  tab­
ular fora in  Table VIII*
Famil i e s  Reporting Children Having Received 
P rofession al Cental Care
The answers to  the question r e la t iv e  to  dental oare were 
divided in to  two c a te g o r ie s i those fa m ilies  w ith children having had 
the serv ices o f a d e n t is t , and those w ith children who had never been 
taken to  a d en tist*  The fa m ilie s  to  whom the questions did not 
apply, e ith er  because there were no ch ildren  or because they a l l  were 
under two years o f  age#  ^ were not included in  the tabulations*
As can be seen in  Table V III, only 55 per cent o f the in ter ­
viewees had had occasion and made the e f fo r t  to  take th e ir  children  
for dental work o f some kind or other* This evidence makes i t  c lea r  
th at treatment in  the fa m ilie s  interviewed i s  not a very common thing* 
O n ly  the naive could b e liev e  th at the children o f the remaining 46 
per cent had not needed such care* This is  e sp e c ia lly  true since  
standards o f good oare include periodic v i s i t s  for inspection*
Very l i t t l e  d ifference in  th is  resp ect i s  notioed  between the 
two areas surveyed* There i s ,  on the other hand, considerable  
d ifferen ce in the proportions o f Negro and wait© fa m ilies  who report­
ed th a t th e ir  children  had had such care* Just over one th ird
 ^ Children le s s  than two years o f age, except In rare in stan ces, 
do not need p rofession al dental care*
EXTENT OF PROFESSIONAL DENTAL CARE 
AND OF DENTAL DISORDERS *
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PROPORTIONS OF FAMILIES REPORTING CHLDREN HAVING RECEIVED DENTAL CARE, AND HAVING EXPERIENCED DENTAL DISORDERS.
Figure 5. Proportions of Fam ilies Reporting Children Having Received Professional Dental 
Care, and Having Experienced S p ecified  Dental Disorders in the Survey Areas 
C la ss if ied  According to Race.
TABU VIII
PROPORTIONS OF FAMILIES REPORTING* GHILDftlN HAVING RJSOHV® DENTAL 
CARE, AND HAVING EXPERIENCED SPECIFIED DENTAL DISORDERS 
IN THE SORVEX ANNAS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO EACH
f^ p & rtioas o f i • 8 ^ i ^ l L Q t t l s j L a n a ^ A r e * .
Fam ilies Report- t Tot al  i  Nh&e a Negro : Total t  f f a l t o I f g r o I  T ota l t  H h l t * * Nsjfro
ing Children : Num-t Per * Num-rP«r : N u m - t P e r 8 Noa-tPe* : Nu m - j pe r s  M um - j Pe r 8 Nt ae - sFer t Nua-Tper  t iuto- fPe
Haring: i Dor :e«nt i ber scent ! ber 8eent i ber ?eeat « ber foent : ber t e«at i tArn&jL ber 8eent
Received 
Senta! y r e 263 54.9 220 61.5 43 35.5 134 56.3 106 65 .0 28 37.3 129 53.5 114 58.5 15 32*4
fecperienced
toothaches 311 64 .3 233 64.2 78 64.5 166 69.5 116 70 .7 50 66.7 145 59.2 117 58.8 28 6 0 .9
Experienced 
" Wm b o ils 123 25.6 88 24.5 35 28.9 72 30.4 50 30.9 22 29 .3 51 20 .9 38 19 .2 13 28 .3
Experienced other  
eum disorders  
Inflamed 5 1.0 4 1.1 1 0.8 0 0 0 5 2.0 4 1 .9 1 2.2
Swollen 24 4 .8 15 3 .9 9 7 .2 13 5.2 9 5 .3 4 5 .1 11 4 .3 6 2 .9 5 1 0 .9
Bleeding 5 1.0 4 1.1 1 0.8 3 1.2 2 1.2 1 1.2 2 0 .7 2 1 .0 0 — -
Combinations 
o f th e  above 102 20.2 70 ia .4 32 25.6 60 24.1 37 21.7 23 29 .1 42 16.5 33 15 .7 9 1 9 .5
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(56 per eent) o f the Negro fam ilies w ith children old enough to  need 
car© had takes thorn to  see a d e n tis t;  whereas almost twioe as high a 
proportion* or €8 per sen t, o f the white fa m ilie s  fa l l in g  in  th is  
elasc had children with dental experience*
Families Reporting Children Having Experienced Toothaches 
Some indication  as to  the exten t of unmet needs in dental care 
i s  derived from a comparison o f the percentages o f children who had 
received dental ©are with the percentages reported as having experi­
enced toothaches* gum b o ils , ©r other gum trouble* The data concern­
ing the incidence o f  toothache are discussed f i r s t  (see Table V III)• 
There is  considerable discrepancy between the proportions of 
fam ilies who reported having taken th eir  children to a d en tist and 
these who acknowledged, th a t th e ir  children had complained of tooth­
aches* This i s  evidenced by a comparison, o f the 64 per cent of the 
informants who reported toothache among th eir  children and the 65 
per sen t o f fa m ilies  reporting children having received professional 
dental ©are*
While a high proportion o f th© fam ilies  interviewed had 
children w ith toothache experience, th® area comparisons make i t  
appear th at children from Jackson Parish ("VO per cent) suffered more 
toothaches than children from Lafayette Parish (69 per cent)* I t  
v.ould be in tere stin g  to  know i f  a factor  in  the physical environment 
accounts for  th is  fact*  R acial comparisons ind icate that ju st  about 
the same proportion o f the Negro and white fam ilies  (approximately
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64 per een t in  both in stances) had hud ch ild ren  who complained of 
toothache• I t  i s  s ig n if ic a n t th a t  p roportionate ly  more white 
fam ilies from Jackson p arish  than from L afayette p arish  reported  
ch ild ren  having had toothaches than Negro fam ilies from e ith e r  parish*
Fam ilies Reporting Children Having Experienced Gum B olls 
Gum b o lls  a re  in fec tio n s  which occur a t  the ro o ts  of deciduous 
te e th  because th e re  has not been proper drainage between the ro o t and 
crown o f the in d iv id u al tooth* In the follow ing an a ly sis  allowances 
must be made fo r same erroneous diagnoses* Even a f te r  the Interview er 
explained the symptoms* some of the informants no doubt mistook other 
gum ailm ents fo r  gum boils*  The m ajority* however* ind icated  they 
were acquainted* i f  no t fam iliar* w ith th* term and ju s t  over one 
fo u rth  (26 per cent) o f  a l l  the persons interview ed reported  some of 
th e ir  ch ild ren  had had gum b o lls  a t  one time or another* Fewer 
Lafayette  Parish  fam ilies  had ch ild ren  who had had such an experience* 
Twenty-one per cent o f the fam ilies  from th is  parish* as compared w ith 
50 per cent o f the fam ilies from Jackson Parish* reported  children 
who had experienced gum bo ils*  Twenty-nine per cent of the Negro 
fam ilies as compared w ith 24 per eent of the white fam ilies s ta ted  
th a t  they had ch ild ren  who had had gum boils* As in  the case of 
toothaches* la rg e r proportions of Jackson P arish  white fam ilies than 
o f Jackson p a rish  Negro fam ilies and of both white and Negro fam ilies 
in  L afayette p arish  reported  ch ild ren  having had such an experience*
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Fam ilies Reporting C hildren Wiring ffxperlenoed Other Cum Disorders
I t  i s  possib le  fo r  children to  have sorno gum inf<5oti>ns or 
diseases w ithout paren ts beoor ing aware o f i t .  This m s  impressed 
on the w rite r  by the f a c t  th a t qu ite  a few of the infonm nta admitted 
they had newer inspected th e ir  ch ild ren ’s gum# (see Table V III).
D entist# , however, have some b a sis  for judging the lack o f proper 
oare on the incidence o f gum trouble among those ohlldren receiv ing  
in spec tion . Although Table VIII has breakdown# showing the proportion 
of fam ilies rep o rtin g  ch ild ren  whose gum# a t  on® time or other were 
inflam ed, sw ollen, b leed in g , or a combination o f two or more o f these  
condition#, th i s  much d e ta i l  is  o f more value to the s p e c ia l is t  than 
the  layman; and i t  su ffice#  to  point out what proportions o f the 
fam ilies rep o rted  sueh co n d itio n s. For the survey groups as a whole,
87 per een t of the persons interviewed had noticed some of the above 
gum d iso rders  among th eir  ch ild ren .
From th e  background of socio-economic c h a r a c ter is tic s . I t  Is  
a b i t  pus s lin g  why Jackson Parish fam ilies  should have reported more 
gum tro u b le . C erta in ly  i t  i s  s ig n if ic a n t th a t  50 per cent o f Jackson 
Parish  inform ants a g a in s t only 24 per cent o f the Lafayette parish  
informants repo rted  oh lld ren  having had gum trou b le . Between the races , 
the comparisons show th a t  24 per cen t and 54 per cen t of white and 
Kegro fa m ilie s , re sp e c tiv e ly , discovered some symptoms o f gum disorders 
among th e ir  ch ild re n . This d isp a r i ty  between the races i s  in  lin e  
w ith  what one would expect, in  view of so c ia l and economic d if fe r e n t ia ls .
II* PREVALENCE OP /JTttvTT.P DIGITAL PRACTICES
70
Of in te r e st  to  the educator as w e ll aa the d e n tis t  i s  th© 
degree to which elem ents o f  the population fo llow  dental health  
practices recommended in  schools and in  publio-health  c lin ic s*
This sec tio n  includes some relevant fa c ts  on th is  m atter. Th© 
f i r s t  question considered was3 ”Do you ever n otice  your c h ild 's  
gums?” This question was designed to  discover the in te r e st  o f  
ind ividual parents in  th e ir  ch ild ren 's  mouths* The second and th ird  
questions concerned ownership and use of toothbrushes and th© 
regu larity  o f  dental ”check-up” v i s i t s .
The Prevalence o f ^eriodio Gum Inspections 
I t  has been pointed out th a t the mouth can be a v ir tu a l breed­
ing ground o f  d isea se . The extent to  which i t  i s ,  is  perhaps most 
e a s ily  determined by periodic examination o f conditions o f the gums* 
They w i l l  become inflam ed, or sw ollen , or bleed* Th© a lert*  health -  
conscious parent contin ually  observes h is  c h ild ’s mouth for ind ica­
tio n s  o f in fec tio n  and immediately consu lts h ie d en tis t a t  the f i r s t  
danger signal*  To what extent the parents under study road© th is  a 
practice i s  ind icated  in  Figure 6 and Table DC and discussed below*
A large m ajority, 86 per oent, o f the parents inspected th eir  
ch ild ren 's  gums a t  le a s t  occasionally* proportionately more parents 
from Jackson parish  inspected th e ir  ch ild ren 's  mouths. I t  i s  probable 
that th is  fa c t  i s  related  to  education, and la ter  analyses w i l l  t e s t
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F igure 6 . P roportions o f Inform ants R eporting S p e c i f ic  D en ta l Care P r a c t ic e s  With R esp ect  
to  T h eir  C hildren in  th e  Survey Areas C la s s i f ie d  A ccording t o  Race*
TABUS IX
PROPORTIONS OP INFORMANTS REPORTING SPECIFIC DENTAL CARE 
PRACTICES WITH RESPECT TO THEIR CHILDREN IN THE 
SURVST AREAS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RACE
Proportions of
Informants
Reporting:
T o ta l North Louisiana Study Area"
T otal Whits ; Negro t T o ta l White Negro
Sooth Louisiana Study Area
T o ta l Whits
: Num-:Per : H u s h :Per : Nua-:Per : Rum-:Per : R ue*-: Per : Num-:Per : Rum-: Per : Num-:Per t Rum-sPer 
s ber tcen t : ber :cent t ber jcent g bar tcen t t ber ?cent ; ber scen t : ber rcent ; ber scent ; ber scent
Periodic gum 
inspection
Specific  den ta l 
check-up time 
in te rv a ls  
Ihen in  pain 
o r need 
One year o r 
le s s
Every two years
409 85.7 318 89.1 91 75.8 219 93.6 156 97.5 63
203 42 .4 166 46*6 37 30.1 112 46.5 81 49.7 31
52 10.9 49 13.8 3 2 .4 24 9 .9 21 12.9 3
2 0 .4 2 0.6 0 — 1 0 .4 1 0 .6 0
 35.1 120 78.2  162 82.2  28 60.9
 39 .7  
3 .9
91 38.2 85 44 .0 6 1 3 .3
28 11.8 28 14 .5 0 -----
1 0 .4 1 0 .5 0 —
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th is  r e la t io n s h ip ' At any r a te ,  94 per eent of the paren ts from 
Jackson p a rish  repo rted  in sp ec tio n  o f th e i r  children** gums, ag a in s t 
only T8 per eent o f the  paren ts from L afayette  P arish . Proportion* 
a te ly  more w hite fam ilie s  than Negro fam ilies  (89 per cent as com­
pared w ith  7f per oent) s ta te d  th a t  they inspected th e ir  ohlldren  •• 
mouths* I t  i s  s ig n if ic a n t ,  however, th a t  p roportionate ly  more 
Isg rees from Jackson p arish  than whites or Negroes from L afayette 
P arish  were rep o rted ly  given to  such p ra c tic e . Seemingly, c u ltu ra l 
environment plays an im portant ro l«  in  d en ta l hygiene*
The Prevalence and R egu larity  of P rofessional Dental Checks
XUoh e f fo r t  has been expended in  teaching ohlldren and parents 
th a t  they  should v i s i t  th e i r  d e n tis t  a t  le a s t  once a year, p referab ly  
twice a y e a r , fo r  ro u tin e  checks* Inquiry  revealed th a t  most of the 
people s tu d ied  were aware o f th is  fac t*  y e t very few from e i th e r  area 
c a rried  out the p ra c t ic e ' Replies to  the question , "How o ften  do you 
take your c h ild  fo r a d en ta l oheok-up?n ind icated  th a t  informants 
w ith  ch ild ren  old enough fo r  d en ta l oare may be c la s s if ie d  as  follow si 
42 per oent waited u n t i l  they  were in pain or need before taking them 
to  a d e n t is t ,  11 per oent took th e i r  ch ild ren  fo r routine den ta l 
checks a t  in te rv a ls  o f one year or le s s ,  and 46 per cent had never 
taken th e i r  oh lld ren  to  a d en tis t*  Less than 1 per cent ind ioated  
th a t  they  took th e i r  ch ild ren  fo r  d en ta l checks a t  in te rv a ls  of two 
years*
Almost two f i f t h s  (88 per oent) o f the paren ts from L afayette  
P arish  and alm ost one h a lf  (46 per oent) of those from Jackson p a rish  
had w aited u n t i l  th e i r  o h lld ren  wore in  pain or need before tak ing  
them to  a  d e n tis tf  18 per oent and 10 per oent* re sp e c tiv e ly , had 
taken th e i r  oh lld ren  fo r ro u tin e  oheoks a t  in te rv a ls  o f one year or 
lo ss i and lo ss  than  1 per oent from e ith e r  area specified, oheoks a t  
two-year in te rv a ls  fo r  th e i r  c h ild re n . One h a lf  o f  the Lafayette 
P arish  paren ts  and over two f i f t h s  (48 per oent) o f th e  Jackson 
P arish  parents had never taken th e ir  ch ild ren  to  th e  d e n t is t .  Again* 
i t  seems possib le  to  exp lain  the  poor showing o f people from the 
South Louisiana Study Area only in  terms of so o ia l and economic 
d i f f e r e n t ia la .
G reater proportions o f the Negro parents than of white parents 
never had taken th e i r  ch ild ren  to  a d e n tis t  (68 per een t as compared 
w ith 89 per eent)* and p ro p o rtio n a te ly  fewer (2 per oent as compared 
w ith 14 per oent) took th e i r  ch ild ren  fo r reg u la r den tal checks a t  
in te rv a ls  o f one year or less*  Here w hites from Jackson p a rish  than 
from Lafayette  p a rish  and more Negroes from Lafayette  Parish  than 
Jaoksen P arish  took th e i r  ch ild ren  fo r  rou tine  d en ta l checks*
The Prevalence and Age a t  F ir s t  Use of Toothbrushes 
D ental h e a lth  workers recommend th a t  a ch ild  s t a r t  using a 
toothbrush as soon as he i s  ab le  to  handle i t  reasonably well* 
g en era lly  sometime during h is  second year. Although observations 
revealed  th a t  many parents went only so fa r  as to  provide toothbrushes
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fo r  th e i r  ch ild ren  uadi d id  no t enforce th e i r  usage, an ©niuneration 
o f the number of ch ild ren  hairing brushes gives some idea o f d en ta l 
h ea lth  hab its*  Informants were a lso  asked a t  about what age th e i r  
oh ild ren  s ta r te d  to  use toothbrushes* These two fa c ts  taken to ­
gether give a f a i r  in s ig h t in to  the  re lev an t hab its  o f the popula­
tio n  under study (see Figure 6 and Table X)*
St i s  su rp ris in g  a t  the  presen t time to  f in d  any oh ild ren  
between the  ages o f two and f if te e n  years w ithout toothbrushes*
Tet 11 per cen t of th e  informants* fam ilies  had oh ild ren  between 
these ages who had no t been provided w ith  them* Area comparisons 
show v i r t u a l l y  no d ifferenoe  between th e  proportions of parents in  
Lafayette and Jackson parishes (11 per cent as compared w ith 10 per 
oen t, re sp ec tiv e ly ) whose ohildren did no t possess toothbrushes* 
Although on the  b as is  o f  previous s tu d ie s  one oould expect fewer 
legro ch ild ren  w ith toothbrushes, i t  i s  alarming to  discover th a t  
28 per cent of the Negro fam ilies  w ith  o ffsp rin g  between two and 
f i f te e n  years o f age reported  th a t  th e i r  ohildren had not been pro­
vided w ith toothbrushes« Only 5 per cent of the white fam ilies  had 
not aoquired toothbrushes fo r th e ir  children*
As s ta te d  above, a ch ild  should begin using a toothbrush around 
the age o f two years* Informants w ith ohildren who were using 
toothbrushes were asked a t  what age they had begun* Almost two 
f i f th s  (57 per cen t) o f the informants s ta te d  th a t  th e ir  ohildren  
had begun using a toothbrush between the ages of one and three years.
TABUS X
PROPORTIONS OP INFORMANTS REPORTING SPECIFIC FACTS WITH RE0AB0 
TO THEIR CHILDREN’ 3 OWNERSHIP AND 1135? OF TOOTHBRUSHES IN 
THE SUREST AREAS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO MCE
Proportions of 'to ta l
T o ta l M«gr°
Kortti L ouisiana Study Area i South Loalaiana a tifly  *y«n
T o ta l White Negro TPtaT
porting th at t 
th e ir  Childrens t
Num­
ber
*P®r i 
scent i
Num-jPer t
bar icent i
Num-sPer i 
bar i cent t
Num­
ber
:Per : 
:cant :
Num-:Per : 
bar icent t
Num­
ber
sPer j 
ecent s
Hum-: per t 
ber :cent t
Num-sPer t 
ber scent t
Nu»*t?er 
ber icen t
Owied toothbrushes 423 89 .2 337 94.9 86 72 .3 212 89.8 156 95.7 56 76 .7 211 88 .7 181 94 .3 30 65.2
Began using tooth­
brushes at the  
ages of:
1-3  years 156 37.4 142 43 .0 14 16 .1 74 36.1 67 45.0 7 12.5 82 36 .7 75 4 1 .4 7 22.6
4-6 years 188 45 .1 147 44.5 41 47 .1 94 45 .9 65 43.6 29 51.8 94 44 .3 82 4 5 .3 12 38.7
7-9 years 44 10.6 27 8 .2 17 19.5 17 8 .3 9 6 .0 8 14 .3 2? 12 .7 18 10 .0 9 29.0
Over 9 years 29 6 .9 14 4 .3 15 17 .3 20 9 .7 8 5 .4 12 21.4 9 4 .3 6 3 .3 3 9 .7
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48 per ©ant ©aid th e ir  oh ild ren  had begun a t  age© ranging from four 
bo ©In year©, 1 1  per oent mentioned age© from ©even to  nine y ears3 
©ad 7 per eea t reported th a t  th e i r  oh ild ren  had no t u»ed a toothbrush 
u n til  they *er© ten  year© o f age or over. The responses of Jackson 
and L afayette parents w ith ohild ren  using toothbrushes ind ica ted  th a t  
88 and 89 per sen t of them, re sp e c tiv e ly , had s ta r te d  th e i r  oh ild ren  
between one and th re e  years 1 46 and 44 per cent between four and six;
year©) 8 end 18 per cen t between seven and nine years; and 10 and 4
per ©eat had w aited u n t i l  they  were ten  years o f  age or over*
The Negro paren ts w ith  ch ild ren  using toothbrushes had w aited 
somewhat longer to  s t a r t  th e ir  ch ild ren , as o&n be seen in  Table X*
The data  show th a t  only 16 per oent of these  fam ilies began th e ir  
children  between one and th ree  y ears, as compared with 43 per oent 
of th e  w hite fam ilie s  who had* On the  o ther hand, 47 per oent o f 
them s ta r te d  th e ir  ch ild ren  a t  the  a&es of four to  s ix ,  compared 
w ith 46 per oent o f th e  w hite fa m ilie s , 20 per oent as compared w ith 
8  per cent from seven to  nine years; and 17 per cent as compared
w ith 4 per oent w aited u n t i l  they were ten  years o f age or over*
Lafayette P arish  w hites seem to  s t a r t  th e i r  ohild ren  w ith  toothbrushes 
e a r l ie r  than Jackson P arish  w hites; whereas Jackson P arish  Negroes 
s ta r te d  th e ir  ch ild ren  e a r l ie r  than L afayette Parish  Negroes*
I I I .  CONCLTJSIONB
We oan draw some s ig n if ic a n t conclusions from the above 
analysis*  I t  i s  ev iden t th a t ,  while p ro fessio n a l d en ta l care fo r
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ohildren i s  a t  a minimum, incid en ce of den ta l d iso rder is  h igh , 
i m  d ifferen ces are c o n sisten t enough to  in d ica te  th a t ,  although 
north Louisiana oh ildren  gat more d en ta l oar®, I t  is  probably be- 
eause th sy  experience more d en ta l d isea se . la  regard to  th is  l a t t e r  
fa c t . I t  would ba in tera c tin g  to  know vth&b physical f a c to r ,  i f  any, 
aaeounta fo r  the d iffe re n c e # Race comparisons show Negro ohildren 
to  haw* more dental i l l  h ea lth  and to  receive le ss  p ro fessional ca re .
Proa th e  study o f  b asic  fa c ts  o f den ta l car©, i t  m s  d e te r­
mined th a t dental p ra c tic e s  a re  f a r  from the minimum accepted 
standards in  ru ra l areas  of the s ta t e ,  paren ts from north  Louisiana, 
however, fo llo w  the aoaeptad standards more c lo se ly  than do those 
from south L ouisiana. This phenomenon in d ica tes  th a t cu ltu ra l 
environment p lays a determ ining ro le  in  d en ta l hygiene. The d is ­
p arity  between th e  p roportions o f whites and Negroes following 
approved den ta l p ra c tic e s  suggests th a t  even more eduoatlonal work 
needs to  be done among th e  l a t t e r .
chapter i n
THE MENTAL CONTEXT UNDERLYING THE PATTERN OP 
DENTAL CARE FCR CHILDREN
In explain ing  so c ia l phenomena, i t  is  always necessary to  
look f i r s t  a t  the p a r t ic u la r  p a tte rn  of norms or values which charac­
te r is e  members o f groups• As was pointed out,-*1 the mental s e t  of a 
person (including  h is  knowledge, opin ions, and a t t i tu d e s )  has various 
dimensions* Therefore i t  i s  neoessary to  in v es tig a te  as fu l ly  as 
possib le the  content of the in d iv id u a l’s mental make-up, in  regard 
to  any p a r tic u la r  s tim u li, fo r  causes and e ffec ts*  The analyses 
which fo llow  are  e f fo r ts  to  determine the mental context of ru ra l  
parents underlying the p a tte rn  of d en ta l oar© fo r  children*
I .  REPORTED REASONS FOR PARENTAL NEGLECT 
OF DENTAL CARE FOR CHILDREN
Before undertaking the an a ly s is  of th e  oausal r e la tio n  between 
c e r ta in  a t t i tu d e s  o f parents and the d en ta l care which they give th e ir  
c h ild re n , i t  seems worth while to  consider the explanations parents 
give as to  why they  do no t provide the maximum of such care* A ll 
interview ees were asked the question , "Why do parents neg lect den ta l 
care fo r  children?" and a l l  but two o f them had ready responses* Some, 
In  f a c t ,  mentioned more than one reason* Every reason suggested was
* See Chapter I ,  Section II*
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recorded and tab ulated , and th is  accounts for the fa c t th at the  
to ta l*  in  Taule XI exceed the number o f interview s*
I t  ie  anticipated  th at sane reader* w i l l  f e e l  that the inform­
ants colored the p ictu re too much according to th e ir  particu lar  
s itu a tio n  or ra tio n a lisa tio n *  The w riter  b e lie v e s , however, th at  
the m ajority o f the informants nada an honest attempt to analyze the 
causal fa c to rs  behind parental behavior on the subject o f  dental care 
for children* In f a c t ,  he i s  confident th at a la rg er , more d e ta iled  
study o f th is  p articu lar phenomenon would produce su b sta n tia lly  the 
same resu lts*  I t  may be that a ca refu l a n a lysis  o f  these responses, 
as auoh as anything e l s e ,  w i l l  give an in sig h t in to  the reasons for  
the discrepancy between the care ch ildren  need and th at which they  
receive*
The various reasons g iven , as has been mentioned, are tabu­
lated  in  Table XI* Figure 7 grap h ica lly  I l lu s tr a te s  th ese responses*  
Bb attem pt, beyond num erical frequency, has been made to  weight the 
voiced opinions o f  th e informants*
Parental Apathy
More informants voiced the b e l ie f  th at parents neg lected  dental 
care for  th e ir  ohildren because i t  "required too much e ffo r t"  tlian 
gave any other s in g le  reason. Over one th ird  (54 per oent) o f th e  
reasons mentioned are c la s s if ia b le  in th is  general category* I t  i s  
c le a r , o f course, th a t th is  "oause" might inolude many s p e c if ic  
rea c tio n s. Comments ranged from a simple "Takes too much e f f o r t .
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TAELS XI
PROPORTIONS OF INFORMANTS REPORTING SPECIFIC OPINIONS CONCESNINO 
THE REASONS FOR PARENTS NEGLECTING RENTAL CARS FOR CHILDREN 
IN THE SURVEY AREAS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RACE*
Opinions'Concern-: Total " i North Louisiana 'jjfcwfar Aroa i Soutii Louiglana t^wtar Area
ing the Reasons t Total t White i Negro ; Total ; 'white i Negro ; Total : _White %  ^Negro
Parents Neglect * ife^ sP er i Num-iPer s Num-iPer s Num-^Pers Nuic^ tPer s Num-iPer5 N um r-iper t  N u n w iP er t Hum-jPer
Dental Cars i her scent t her ;oont : bet* toent : ber ;pent y bar to ant t ber tcent < bertcent : ber leant 1 bar tcent
Parental apathy 28? 33.7 228 34.1 59 32.1 158 38.0 117 37.5 41 39.4 129 29.6 111 31.2 18 22.5
F inancia l problems 275 32.3 213 31.9 62 33.7 117 28.1 89 28.5 28 26 .9 158 36.2 124 3 4 .8 34 42.5
Think dental care 
unnecessary 160 18.8 122 18,3 38 20.7 97 23.3 63 21.3 29 27 .9 63 14 .4 54 15 .2 9 11 .3
Transportation
d i f f i c u l t i e s 69 8 .1 53 3 .0 16 8 .7 15 3.6 13 4 .2 2 1 .9 54 12 .4 40 1 1 .2 14 17 .5
Lack o f av a ila b le  
serv ices 33 3.9 31 4 .6 2 1 .1 22 5 .3 21 6 .7 1 1 .0 11 2 .5 10 2 .8 1 1 .2
Lack o f  assurance 19 2.2 13 1 .9 6 3.2 5 1 .2 3 1 .0 2 1 .9 14 3 .2 10 2 .8 4 5 .0
Other 9 1 .0 8 1 .2 1 0 .5 2 0 .5 1 0 .3 1 1 .0 7 1 .7 7 2 .2 0 -----
Total 852 100.0 668
01
184 100.0 416 100.0 312 100.0 104 100.0 436 100.0 356 1GG.Q 80 100 .0
The to ta l s  a re  more than th e  number o f  schedules completed because some inform ants gars more than  one answer*
so
n
that*s a i l ,"  to  more com plicated r a tio n a lisa t io n s  such a s , "The 
farmer la  a s lave  to  h is  orop and oan*t stop*”
Area d ifferen ces  apparently stem from the fa c t  that south  
Louisianians have loner inoomes* Lafayette Parish inform ants, a t  any 
rate* d id  not mention lack o f e f fo r t  as frequently as did the 
Jackson pariah, informants* The percentages are 30 for  the former and 
86 for the la tter*  I t  might a lso  be expected th a t Negroes would 
c ite  t h is  reason le s s  often* However, proportionately more Jackson 
Pariah Negroes were o f  the opinion th at parental apathy was the 
reason fo r  parents* n eg lectin g  dental oare for ohildren than were 
Lafayette Parish Negroes and the whites o f  both parishes* I t  i s  
a lso  o f  in te r e s t  th a t Lafayette Parish w hites mentioned th is  as the 
reason proportionately le s s  o ften  than did Negroes o f th e  same parish* 
Apparently Negroes f e e l  more strongly  than whites th a t th e ir  own 
people are not putting forth  the maximum e f fo r t  to  furnish th eir  
ohildren w ith dental oare*
F inancial problems 
I t  might be surprising to  many persons th at a h igh er p rop ortion  
of the informants did not mention lack o f money as a cause for 
neglecting  dental oare* The current period o f  in f la t io n  may have 
some re la tio n sh ip  to  th is  phenomenon* At any r a te , comments suoh as 
"You can always pick up a few dollars to  give your ohildren dental 
care" were not unusual* On the other hand, the hard and uncompromis­
ing economic hand drove many parents to  make suoh comments a s , "I* 11
t e l l  you, iV em oney—fo lk  ju st  never got ahead, They plant and 
assays the wrong th ing a t  the wrong time"* or. nXi*$ because o f  
fin an c ia l reasons. By th e  time you pay transportation to  and from 
town and the d e n tis t, i t  begins to  add up." A ltogether 32 per oent 
o f the interview ees were o f  the opinion th at parents neglected  
dental oare fo r th e ir  ohildren because they did not have s u f f ic ie n t  
money*
She informants from L afayette Parish much more frequently  
named poverty as d ir e o tly  responsib le for the high rate o f  unmet 
dental needs among ru ral ohildren (SB per oent as compared with 28 
per cent in  Jackson P arish ), More Negroes than w hites, although 
the d ifferen ce  i s  not great (34 per oent as compared with 32 per 
sea t) f e l t  th a t parents did not take th eir  ohildren to  the d en tist  
because o f lack  o f  money. I t  i s  s ig n if ic a n t that both Negroes and 
w hites in  Jackson Parish were not as much impressed as th e ir  
respective races in  Lafayette Parish , with leak o f c a p ita l as a 
cause fo r nogleot o f  dental oare for  ch ild ren . This i s  probably due, 
a t  le a s t in  p a rt, to  the d if fe r e n t ia l in  cash Incomes o f fam ily  
groups in  the two areas*
Think Dental Care Unnecessary
C losely r e la ted  to  the b e l ie f  th at parents n eg lect dental oare 
for ohildren because i t  takes too much e ffo r t  i s  the opinion that 
they neglect sueh eare because they think i t  i s  unnecessary* Nine­
teen  per cent o f the comments made indicated th is*  For example* one
W3§ r e p lie d . "The parents were not taught to  oare for  th eir  own 
te e th , a© th ey  d o n 't r e a lis e  the importance o f dental care."  Other* 
sta ted  th a t parents were "too ignorant" or "didn't kaow any te tter# "  
People from the north Louisiana area more often than th eir  
fe llo w  o ltlse n a  i s  south Louisiana seemed to  be g u ilty  o f  n eg lectin g  
dental oare for ch ild ren  because they thought i t  unnecessary. This 
suggest* th a t th e fam ily  as an educational in s t itu t io n  i s  a b etter  
fu nction in g u n it in  the la t t e r  area . The data show that 25 per oent 
o f th e in f  drama t s  from Jackson parish gave th is  as a reason as 
compared w ith  only  14 per oent o f  the informants from Lafayette  
P arish .
p rop ortion ately  fewer w hites than Jfe-groes, though the 
differen ce i s  sm a ll, were o f the opinion th at parental n eg lect  
stemmed from the thought that dental care was unnecessary. Although 
th is  pattern was co n sisten t in  the ind iv idual areas, proportionately  
more o f th e w hites and negroes .from Jackson parish held th is  opinion  
than the resp ectiv e  races in  la fa y e tte  Parish#
Transportation D if f ic u lt ie s  
In th is  mechanised age i t  may seem astonishing th at problems 
©f transportation  shovId be thought by some to prevent parents from 
obtaining d en ta l care for th e ir  ch ild ren , yet 8 per cent o f  the 
inform ants gave th is  reason. For in stan ce, one interviewee stated  a 
" I f  I  had transportation  Z would have had my ch ild ren 's tee th  fixed  
long ago." Another explained the s itu a tio n  by lamenting. "We Just
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don 't have money fo r  tra v e l* ; and severa l others pointed out that i t  
was n ecessary to  h ire  a ta x i in  order to  tra v e l to  the n earest towns 
a & d e it le s . Neighbors w ith autom obiles, i t  seem s, are not always 
ee*eperatlve because o f  what they term "abuse o f  a p r iv ileg e  •* At 
easy f S it e i ' i t  i s  apparent that the transportation problem i s  viewed 
as a r e a l one* and there i s  no doubt th at i t  1® considered to  have 
r e la tio n  to  dental oare for  ch ild ren .
I t  has been h in ted  th a t the people o f  south Louisiana are more 
g rea tly  handicapped because o f  the lack o f transportation# This i s  
r eflec ted  in  the proportions o f  the informants from the two areas who 
mentioned th is  lack  as a reason fo r  parents' n eg lect o f dental care 
to r  Children (as high as 12 per cent o f the interview ees from 
L afayette pariah , as compared w ith  only 4 per cent from Jackson Parish)*
Contrary to  exp ectation , there i s  v ir tu a lly  no d ifferen ce  in  
the proportions o f whites and Negroes mentioning transportation pro­
blems as d eterren ts to  dental care for children* A glance a t  Table 
t ! t  shews th a t 8 per cen t o f the former as compared with 9 per cent 
o f the la t te r  c a lle d  a tten tio n  to  th is  factor* Both whites and 
Nsgreea referred  to  i t  more often  In Lafayette Parish than did the 
resp ectiv e  races in  Jackson parish . Of in ter e st  in  th is  respect 1* 
the fh et th a t fewer Negroes in  Jaokson parish than whites in  e ith er  
parish  mentioned the problem* A p ossib le  explanation is  th at Negroes 
are n ot a s  p a rticu la r  in  choosing modes o f tr a v e l. A pulpwood truck 
"gets yen th ere as quick as a bus, and i t ' s  a lo t  cheaper•*
mLack of A vailable Services 
The M aker and the  d is tr ib u tio n  o f d e n tis ts  are  o f v i t a l  
Importance in  the  m atter o f  d en ta l o a rs . A re sen t study c a l ls  
a tten tio n  to  the f a s t  th a t ,  in  faee of the  recommended population* 
d en tis t r a t io  o f 1 d e n tis t  to  about 1,500 people, the Louisiana r a t io  
Of 1 dMs&iab pot* 8,484 persons in  1948 leaves much to  be desired#2 
A tw r t 4  per oent of the informants f e l t  th a t  lack o f av a ilab le  
assnlsQs was as so e la ted  with the  neg lect o f den ta l ea rs  fo r ohildren 
bp f w t l  paren ts. Typical of th ese  persons, one mother s ta te d ,
"D entists in  ____ a re  always so busy they can’t  take ears o f your
tee th . We c a n 't  get an appointment now u n t i l  October*" (The 
schedule was taken in  ea rly  A ugust.) Some s ta te d , "There i s  no 
d en tis t near by*! and o thers  w ith a shrug o f the shoulders and 
resigned voices re p lie d  simply, "There Is no d e n tis t  in  *"
The fa o t  th a t  p roportionate ly  more than twice as many 
Jackson P arish  informants ( s l ig h tly  over 5 per oent) as Lafayette 
Parish Informants ( s l ig h t ly  over H per oent) were of the opinion 
th a t lack of a v a ila b le  se rv ices  has a causal re la t io n  to  parents* 
neglect of d en ta l care for ohildren  can probably be explained as 
follows« In th e  f i r s t  p lace , the  Lafayette population stud ied  was 
sane 10 miles closer to  a  major urban cen ter • Seoondly, the lo ca l
2 Homer L* H itt  and Alvin L* Bertrand, Social Aspects of 
B espital planning in  Louisiana, Louisiana Stu^y derieiT jioT  I ,  
Baton Rouget Louisiana A grloultura 1 Experiment S ta tio n  and Health 
and Hospital D iv ision , O ffice o f the  Governor, co-operating,
1947, p . 89*
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health  u n it  mm apparently  much more a c tiv e  in  th is  parish*®
Ifcat m y  be * s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe ren ce  appears in  the propor­
tio n *  o f w hites a* esmpftred w ith Negroes who named look of av a ilab le  
tu re ia e*  i»  eam eetiezi w ith  the  unmet dental need# of ohildren*
0*OF f w r  t i a e i  a* m a y  whiten a* Negroes (nearly  g per oent as 
• f t g w i i  w ith ju s t  ewer 1 per oent) re fe rre d  to  th le  fa c to r .  i t  
might t o l l  he th a t  Negroes see to  many other obstacles th a t  th is  
one appear# n e g lig ib le  by comparison* At any r a te ,  the same 
d iffe re n tia l  between th e  races held  in  both a re a s .
Laok of Self-assurance 
Social workers a re  w ell acquainted with the fa c t  th a t ru ra l  
people are  sometimes h e s ita n t  to  exercise  in i t ia t iv e  in  dealing with 
business and p ro fessio n a l men* th i s  lack of self-assu rance i s  
mentioned as one o f the  fa c to rs  in  the problem d en ta l care p ic tu re  
by s lig h tly  ewer 2 per oent o f the informants* For example, one 
person from Lafftyette P arish  explained, "People don*t understand 
English too w ell and f e e l  embarrassed try in g  to  make th e ir  needs 
understood*” o th ers  ju s t  had “No confidence in  the  d e n tis t*11 etc* 
Due no doubt in  large  p a r t  to  a language d i f f ic u l ty ,  more 
informants from L afayette  p arish  ( s l ig h t ly  over 3 per cen t as
9  yh is i s  no re f le c tio n  on the personnel of the  North Louisiana 
W ait. The fa c t  i s  th a t  th is  w i t  must d iv ide i t s  time between two 
parishes instead  o f one. Too, in  Lafayette P arish , the home of one 
of the h ea lth  nurses was in  the survey a re a , and she performed much 
ex tra -eu rriou lar work among the lo ea l people*
compared w ith  s l ig h t ly  ever X per cent) were of the opinion th a t 
parent* neglected  d e n ta l sure fo r  th e ir  ohildren  because o f laok of 
hehuranee* A* would be expected on the basis  of ©laes s ta tu e ,  more 
W*&*9* than white# (a l i t t l e  e te r  3 per oent as compared w ith almost 
t  per cen t) f e l t  th a t  laok o f  se lf-assu ran ce  on the p a rt o f  the 
parent# kept oh ild ren  away from th e  d e n tis t .  This p a tte rn  of ra c ia l  
d ifference I s  eo&slste&t i s  both parishes*
Other Reasons
Informants mentioned a few o ther reasons fo r  paren ta l neglect 
of den ta l oare fo r  ohildren* However* since f iv e  persons is  the 
la rg e s t number naming any one o f  the reasons grouped In th is  
category, they  a re  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  in sig n ifican t*  I t  may be worth 
while again  to  note th a t  only two persons fa i le d  to  respond w ith an 
opinion on th is  matter*
IX. REPORTS) REASONS FOR DENTAL CARE AND DISORDERS
I t  i s  im portant to  know to  what degree parents a re  unmindful 
o f th e  a c tu a l causes fo r  den ta l d iso rd ers  and o f approved p rac tices  
in  den ta l ea r* . To shed some l ig h t  on th is*  ce rta in  questions were 
framed to  a sc e rta in  th e  ideas held by the parents on these p a r tic u la r  
m atters* The questions posed were uncompromising "Why's?" to  the 
sp ee ifle  d en ta l d iso rder or aspec t o f d en ta l oare under discussion*
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Reported Reasons fo r giving Children Professional Dental Coro 
Responses In answer to  the question regarding reason* fo r 
giving children professional dental oare wore an tic ipa ted  and divided 
la te  five ©lasses* That# were (1) Pain, (2) Routine oheok, (8) An 
observed reason fo r ca re , (4) Suggestion of someone, and (5) U lsoel- 
laneoua or Other* However, aa the tabu la tions In Table I I I  show, 
there was l i t t l e  need fo r the la a t two classes* Sizable proportions 
of the fam ilies had never taken th e i r  ohildren to  the d e n tis t ,  and 
these were not included In the to ta ls*  The percentages, th e re fo re , 
are ea the basis of fam ilies whose ch ild ren  had bean to  a den tist*
I t  is  very s ig n ifican t th a t aaeh large proportions of parents 
waited u n ti l  th e ir  ch ild ren  o explained o f pain before taking then 
te  a d e n tis t (see Figure 8)* Over owe h a lf o f the  informants had 
waited fo r th is  u ltim ate symptom before providing th e ir  ohildren 
with d is ta l  eare* On th e  e ther hand, approximately two f i f th s  of 
the parents arranged dental eare f o r  th e ir  children as rou tine  oheoks* 
f ix  per cent o f the parents brought th e ir  ohildren for dental eare 
because they had observed some d if f ic u lty ,  but only 1 per oent did 
SC mi the suggestion of someone* Teachers and health  workers may 
be able to  render valuable service in  th is  la s t  respsot*
liore Informants from Lafayette Parish  (S7 per cent) than from 
Jackson Parish (62 per oent) admitted th a t they waited u n til  th e ir  
ohildren complained of pain before taking them to  a den tist*
Responses indicate th a t more fam ilies from Jackson parish  th a t from
WHITE
NEGRO
WHITE
NEGRO
WHITE
NEGRO
F igure 8 ,
REPORTED REASONS FOR GIVING 
CHILDREN DENTAL CARE*
TOTAL SAMPLE
PER CENT
NORTH LOUISIANA STUDY AREA
SOUTH LOUISIANA STUDY AREA
50 60
PER CENT
20 30 40
ROUTINE CHECK B8B« OBSERVED R EASO N
80  90  100
SUGGESTION OF SOMEONE
INCLUDES ONLY THOSE INFORMANTS WHOSE CHILDREN HAD EXPERIENCED D ENTAL CARE.
Proportions o f  Inform ants R eporting S p e c i f ic  Reasons f o r  G iv ing  T h eir  
C hildren  P r o fe s s io n a l D ental Care in  th e  Survey Areas C la s s i f ie d  A ccording  
t o  Race.
TABLE XII
PROPORTIONS Of INFORMANTS REPORTING SPECIFIC REASONS 
FOR GIVING THEIR CHILDREN DENTAL CARS IN THE 
SURVEY ARIAS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RAOST
Reasons fo r  
D ental Cars
Total
T otal
White
t North ' 1 " t " ^ goutk LottjsS£ Study1!rea
t  Total'" I N h iis g Negro t Total V White t ^ i t o w
i Num-tPer: Hum-:For : Hum-jPers  Hum-* Per i Hum-* Per s Nuia-iPer s Nam-:Per: No®-* Per % Hum-*per
Fain 140 54.1 109 50.5 31 72 .1 68 51.5 48 46 .2 20 7 1 .4 72 56.7 61 54.5 11 7 3 .3
Routine cheek 101 39.0 93 43.1 8 18.4 56 42 .4 51 49 .0 5 17 .9 45 35 .4 42 37 .5 3 20.0
Observed disorder 15 5 .8 n 5 .1 4 9 .3 8 6.1 5 4 .8 3 10.7 7 5 .5 6 5*4 1 6.7
Suggestion o f  
someone 3 1.1 3 1 .3 0 — 0 — - 0 — 0 _ 3 2 .4 3 2.6 0 — *
T otal 259 100.0 216 100.0 43 100.0 132 100.0 104 100.0 28 100.0 127 100.0 112 100.0 15 100.0
*fhls includes only th ese informants whose ohildren had experienced dental oare*
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lA fayette  Parish b»«as» amr® o f  d e n ta l d e f e c t s  in  t h e ir  o h ild re n  
by rou tin e ©hecks* The data in  T able XXX show th a t  42 per oen t o f  
the inform ants fro*  the former p a r ish  and 5S per c e n t o f  th o se  from  
the la tte r  provided treatment for th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  c h ild r e n  in  the  
for*  o f  rou tin e cheok-upe. S ix  per o en t o f  th e  fa m ilie s  in  both  
parishes £*d taken th e ir  c h ild r e n  to  a d e n t is t  booaus© p erson a l 
observation had shown the need for suoh o a r e , and 2 per oen t o f  th e  
fa m ilies in  h afayette parish  had tak en  th e ir  o h ild ren  on th e  a d v iee  
o f someone (h ea lth  nurse, teacher,  ® tc*)j b u t no suoh c a se  was 
reported In Jackson Parish*
I t  IS disturb ing to  r e a lis e  that over one h a lf  o f the white 
fa m ilies who had taken th e ir  ohildren to  the d e n tis t  in d ic a te d  they  
had delayed th is  measure u n t i l  they had received complaints o f pain* 
Seen acre alarm ing i s  the fa c t th at the corresponding proportion 
among Negro fa m ilie s  was almost three fourths* Some ind ication  o f  
the r e la t iv e  importance o f a more generally  approved approach i s  
gleaned fro*  the s t a t i s t i c a l  finding th at 4$ per cent o f  the white 
fa m ilie s  and 19 per sen t o f the Negro fa m ilies  reported th at dental 
eare received  by th e ir  resp ective  children m s  as a r e su lt  o f routine 
cheeks* S u rp risin g ly , almost iswioo as many Negro as white parents, 
p rop ortion ately , sought dental eare for th e ir  children because they 
bad observed some reason for  i t .  No Negro fam ily and only three of 
the white fa m ilie s  had taken th e ir  ohildren to  a d en tist on the 
advice o f  someone*
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gpi& iens Concerning the Causal o f  Toothaches 
fh# parent# who reported th at th e ir  ohildren had had toothaches 
were asked* "flhat do you think might have been the cause?” The 
answer* given  i& response to  th is  question are tabulated in  Table 
Z11U  They giTO aesie b a sis for  appraising the knowledge of parent# 
concerning aching teeth *
Over one th ird  (54 per cent) o f th e parents frankly admitted 
th ey "d idn 't know* what the cause o f th e ir  c h ild 's  (or ohildren*a) 
toothaches had been* The m ajority, however (55 per o en t), a ttr ib u ted  
the pain to  decaying or abscessed teeth* Other reasons mentioned 
include shedding or cu ttin g  processes, eating  too many sweets, some 
extern al damage, and "other" reasons*
Perhaps r e f le c t in g  educational d ifferen ces, informant# from 
in fa y ett#  p arish  more o ften  "didn't know" what the causes o f  th eir  
ch ild ren »s toothaches had. been* Over two f i f t h s  o f them (41 per cent) 
responded to  th e question  in  th is  way as compared with le ss  than one 
th ird  (19 per cen t) o f those in  Jackson Parish* Almost two thirds  
(62 per oen t) o f the fa m ilie s  in  Jackson Parish as compared w ith  
49 per oent in  L afayette Parish , mentioned decayed or abscessed teeth  
as the cause o f  th e ir  ch ildren*s toothaches* This information o f the 
inform ants* opin ions i s  most revea lin g , because i t  i s  certa in  that 
th ese con d ition s were observed by the parents many times without 
preventive measures being taken. Of the other reason® voiced , none 
was s u f f ic ie n t ly  repeated to  be o f comparative importance*
TAB!* x iix
PROPORTIONS OF INFORMANTS REPORTING SPECIFIC OPINIONS
Q c m m m  causes o f various d en ta i d isorobrs j*
THE SURVEY AREAS OASSIFISO ACQOfiOINa TO RAC#
Opinion* 
Qcneerning 
Causes o f5
i  _ ' T » taIti:V' "‘ ' n:: ‘;irnT" ~~ T "T ' ,j . "  y e s '
 « a & s ,
: K u»-:P ert N u » -jp e r» Rush: P e r i*w i- ip iF  r S i H P S  * R (»»tfir * KwwPir i w i - j w  « iu»-fT« 
t ber icent i ber icent i her meat «. h r  icent ib e r ie w t i ber icent t ber ment i ber teent i ber tea
fth n it
kcnow 108 34 .5  73 31 .3  3$ 4 4 .3  48 2 8 .4  27 2 2 .9  21 4 2 .0  40 4 1 .4  44 3 9 .4  14 48*3
Excessive sweets
la  d ie t 8 2 .4  $ 2 .1  3 3 .8  4  2 .4  1  0 .8  3 4 .0  4  2 .8  4  3 .4  0 —*
External damage
to  te e th  3 1 .0  2 0 .9  1 1 .3  1 0 .4  1 0 .8  0 —  2 1 .4  1 0 .9  1 3 .4
Shedding o r cu t-
tin g  o f  te e th  12 3 .8  9 3 .8  3 3 .8  2 1 .2  1 0 .9  1 2 .0  10 4 .8  8 4 .8  2 4 .9
Deeajfed or
abscessed te e th  172 55.0 134 58 .1  36 45 .4  104 4 3 .0  82 4 9 .5  24 48 .0  44 4 5 .5  54 4 4 .4  12 4 1 .4
Other causes 10 3 .1  9 3 .8  1 1 .2  7 4 .2  4 5 .1  1 2 .0  3 2 .1  3 2 .5  0  —
T otal 313 100.0 234 100.0 79 100.0  148 100.0  118 100.0  50 100.0  145 100 .0  114 100.0  29 100 .0
Sum Boils
D idn't know 77 58 .8  53 57.4 24 6 1 .4  34 4 7 .2  20 4 0 .8  14 4 0 .9  43 7 2 .9  33 7 4 .8  10 4 2 .5
Decayed or
abscessed te e th  39 29 .7  30 32*6 9 23*1 29 A0.3 23 46 .9  6 26.1 10 17 .0  ? 16 .J  3 1 6 .8
Shedding o f
te e th  3 2 .3  1 1 .1  2 5 .1  0  —  0 —  0 ~  3 5 .1  1 2 .3  2 1 2 .5
Aching te e th  3 2 .3  1 1 .1  2 5 .1  1 1 .4  0 —  1 4 .3  2 3 .4  1 2 .3  1 6 .2
Other causes 9 6 .9  7 7*6 2 5 .1  6 11 .1  6 1 2 .3  2 8 .7  1 1 ,6  1 2 .3  0  ~
Total 131 100.0 92 100.0 39 100,0 72 100.0 49 100.0 23 100.0 59 100*0 43 100.0  16 100 .0
This includes only those Informants whose ch ild ren  had experienced th e  various d iso rd e rs .
mHere Jiegr© than w hite informants had no fund o f experience 
draw an fo r reasons or opinions concerning the cause® o f th e ir  
children** toothaches• The fig u res  in  Table X III show th a t  over 
two f i f t h s  of th e  Uegro paren ts  (44 per cent) as compared with lees 
than one th ird  o f th e  w hite paren ts (SI per oent) a sse rted  simply 
th a t they " d id n 't know" the cause* Consequently* r e la t iv e ly  fewer 
Hbgro inform ants singled out decayed and abscessed te e th  as the 
"cause" fo r th e ir  ohildren*s toothaches*
Opinions Concerning the Causes of Cum Bolls 
lo t  a g rea t many fam ilie s  reported  ohildren having had 
experience w ith gun boils*  However* the responses o f the ones who 
did as to  the "cause" o f th is  condition give an in d ica tio n  o f how 
l i t t l e  knowledge the lay paren t has o f  th is  den tal disorder* Ho 
informant had a w ell-defined  answer to  the question* although some 
gave eloeely  a ll ie d  reasons* This lack of knowledge o ffe rs  a 
challenge to  th e  health  educator*
How l i t t l e  the "average" survey parent knew about gum b a ils  
i s  w itnessed by the  f a e t  th a t  th ree  f i f th s  (50 per cent) o f the 
parents w ith ch ild ren  having had gum b o lls  admitted th a t they  
n e ith er knew the cause new had an opinion on the matter* Less than 
one th ird  (HO per cent) of these parents expressed the  b e l ie f  th a t  
decayed or abscessed te e th  had caused th e ir  ohildren* s gum b o lls  j 
the remainder named "shedding tee th * ” "aching teeth*" and various 
other reasons*
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Contrasted to  the  alm ost th ree  fourths (78 per cent) o f the 
Lafayette P arish  parent* o f ch ild ren  who had had gum b o ils  but who 
•d idn’t  know* th e  cause, was th e  le ss  than one h a lf (47 per cent) 
e f  the iTaokson P arish  parents making th is  admission. Less than orib 
f i f t h  (17 per cen t) of the I>.fay©tte P arish  interview ees named 
decayed sl)8o®fis©i "bootli 'b\it# ^^nftjhs ^40 per oen^ )^ o f  tltose f r om 
<$sefcso& P arish  were o f the opinion th a t  th is  was the  reason fo r th e ir  
children»s gum bo ils*
S lig h tly  la rg e r proportions of Negro than  of  white informants 
w itheh lld ren  who had had gum b o ils  (62 per oent as compared w ith 
S i per een t) did n et volun teer a reason or opinion as to  the cause* 
in te r e stin g ly  enough, pro p o rtio n ate ly  more white respondents in  
la fa y e tte  parish  than Negro respondents in  e ith e r  parish  expressed 
sash ignoranoe* More whites (S3 per een t) than Negroes (23 per cent) 
f e l t  th a t decayed or absoeesed te e th  had been the cause of th e ir  
ch ild ren ’s gum b o ils*
Opinions Concerning the  Causes o f Dental Caries 
Although the diseases and pains of the mouth are and have 
always been something o f an enigna to  the  general pu b lic , there  has 
probably been more Hspecu la tion1* upon den tal ca rie s  than any other 
thing** To determ ine to  what exten t the people were aware of the
* D en tists  poin t out th a t  an excessive d ie t  of sweets,
e sp e c ia lly  before the age of e ig h t, and lack o f fluo ride  are two of 
the common causes o f c a r ie s  in  ch ild re n ’s teeth*
r e a l  causes o f c a r ie s  in  c h ild re n 's  te e th ,  a l l  interview ees were 
asked what was the  equ iva len t in  th e i r  language or term inology tog 
^ffhat, in  yotir opinion* causes a  ch ild  to  have experience o f d en ta l 
caries?** Almost everyone ventured an answer or answers to  th i s  
qwmtion, s e v e ra l , l i s t in g  two or th ree  causes* jfin such an event the 
interview er asked th e  inform ant to  rank h is  answers according to  what 
he considered th e i r  r e la t iv e  importance* and a l l  were l i s t e d .  Corapu- 
tatduno a re  made on the has is  o f  th e  combined to ta ls*  The number 
o f d l f  fe re n t "oaases** named made i t  im perative to  develop some 
smseary headings* An attem pt was made* however* to  keep enough 
c lasses  so th a t  the  ind iv idual reason# would a c t  lo se  t h e i r  id e n ti ty  
(sms H g u re  9 and Table 3C1V).
th e  re p lie s  o f  inform ants in d ica ted  th a t  about the  same 
proportions (25 per oent) o f  them placed the r e s p o n s ib il i ty  fo r ca rie s  
ms d ie ta ry  d e fic ien c ies  and on n eg lec t and improper care o f c h ild re n 's  
teeth* They ranked the remaining reasons In order of Importance as 
fellow si d ie t  (excessive sweets}* pa ten t medicines supposed to  be 
in ju rious to  th e  teeth*  ho t foods* ex te rn a l damage* inheritance* 
i l ln e s se s  and diseases* and im purities in  the w ater. Three per cent 
gave some **other* reason* and fiv e  per eent " d id n 't  know** what caused 
s e r ie s •
L afayette  P arish  and Jackson p arish  inform ants d iffe red  only 
s lig h t ly  in  th e i r  ranking of the f i r s t  th ree  causes of c a r ie s . The 
former believed  neg lect and improper oare and the l a t t e r  believed
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TABLE HV
PROPORTIONS OF INFORMANTS REPORTING SPECIFIC OPINIONS 
CONCERNING THE 8A83R OF DHTAL (URIBS IS THE 
3URVBT AREAS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RACST
i Total s North Louisiana Study Area t South Louisiana Study Area
Opinions Guuifcm-t *foial i white » Hem 
ina Causes of —/ ‘renrT&p.:— 'Tb*o t T otal t White s Negro ' ? ° t* i —* _ «»»•.... * J i m *_ i  n u > m r  i  a w m r  « w u n t - i r o r  i  n o o - i r w  : n u m - i r * r  i  n o r o - j r . r  ■ n w i r i r  i w » i r » r  i n u a * - l r . r
i b .r m r t  1 b»r m»nt > U r  »o«nt i bar icm t t H r  ie«nt t bw io»at i b«r ia«nt i bar ia«nt i bw i«mfc
D idn 't know 38 5.2 26 5.1 10 5.8 17 4.7 9 3.6 8 7 .0 21 5.9 19 6 .4 2 3 .3
Excessive sweets 
in  d ie t 154 21.4 94 17.2 60 34.5 77 21.2 42 16.6 35 31.0 77 21.6 52 17.6 25 41.0
M ineral d e f ic ie n t 
c ies  in  d ie t 182 25.3 153 26.0 29 16.7 102 28.1 81 32.4 21 18.6 80 22.4 72 24.3 8 13.1
Water im purities 4 0 .5 3 0.6 1 0 .6 3 0.6 2 0 .8 1 0 .9 1 0 .3 1 0 .3 0
Inheritance 23 3.2 19 3.5 4 2.3 11 3.0 8 3.2 3 2.6 12 3.4 11 3 .7 1 1.6
Patent medicines 45 6 .3 40 7 .3 5 2.9 6 1.7 5 2.0 1 0 .8 39 10.9 35 11.8 4 6 .6
Neglect and 
improper care 
of te e th 178 24.7 137 25.0 41 23.6 97 26.7 68 27.2 29 25.7 81 22.7 69 23.3 12 19.7
Hot foods 38 5.3 26 4.8 12 6.8 10 2 .8 3 1 .2 7 6 .2 28 7.8 23 7 .8 5 8.2
I lln e s se s  and 
d iseases 12 1.7 9 1.7 3 1.7 11 3.0 8 3.2 3 2.7 1 0 .3 1 0 .4 0 __
External damage 
to  te e th 25 3.5 22 4.0 3 1.7 22 6.1 20 8 .0 2 1 .8 3 0 .8 2 0 .7 1 1 .6
Other causes 21 2.9 15 2.8 6 3.4 7 1.9 4 1.6m 3 2.7 14 3.9 11 3 .7 3 4 .9
T o tal 720 100*0 546 100.0 174 100.0 363 100.0 250 100.0 113 100.0 357 100.0 296 100.0 61 100.0
#The to ta ls  are  mors than the number of schedules completed because some informants gave more than  one answer*
o
d ie ta ry  defic iencies to  be o f  primary importance. th e  in terv iew ees, 
in  each a re a , give secondary import to  the cans® l is te d  f i r s t  by 
the other group* Both named an excessive d ie t of sweets as th i rd  
in  im portance, bu t the south Louisianians f e l t  th a t  strong medicines 
earns nex t, whereas the n o rth  Louisianians named ex ternal damage to  
the te e th  in  fourth  place* The proportions naming other reasons a re  
not especially  s ig n ifican t*  A glance a t  Table XI? w ill  show th e ir  
re la tiv e  rankings*
Ua co n tra s t to  the w h ites, the highest proportion of who® 
believed th a t  d ie ta ry  d efic ien c ies  were p rim arily  responsib le fo r 
c a rie s , the h ighest proportion of the Negroes named an exoessive d ie t  
of sweets* Both races be lived  th a t  neglect and improper ©are had 
Secondary re sp o n s ib il i ty  fo r den ta l caries*  In th ird  place the 
whites l i s te d  an excessive d ie t of sweets and the Negroes d ie ta ry  
d e f ic ie n c ie s . Negroes and whites from the respective  areas showed 
much the same p a tte rn  of b e lie fs*
I I I .  KNOWLEDGE OP CERTAIN DENTAL FACTS
Although tech n ica l questions cannot be expected to  be 
within the  realm  of the layman*m knowledge. I t  is  sometimes necessary 
from a planning standpoint to  determine ju s t  whore the d iv id ing  
line  fa lls*  For th is  reason the informants were asked several 
questions concerning den tal f a c ts ,  some of which are  not commonly 
known. Other questions concerned fac te  of common experience and
i m  designed bo draw out the opinions of the informants on the 
p articu la r m atter (see Table XV)*
Knowledge o f th e  Roots of Deciduous Teeth 
The roots of the deciduous t or baby, te e th  are as long as 
those of th e  permanent te e th  u n t i l  they are  absorbed Ju s t before the 
tooth is  died* Tide* of ©burse, i s  one of the major reasons fo r 
tak ing  oare of these teeth* casual observations revealed th a t  many 
people J u s tif ie d  the neglect of deciduous te e th  on the b as is  of the 
b e lie fs  th a t they *bad no ro o ts  to  amount to  anything* or *would 
shed anyway*” To determine the ex ten t to  which these ideas were 
prevalent and c ry s ta llise d  as a t t i tu d e s ,  the informants were asked 
tho question! "Did you know th a t the  roo ts  of your ohlld*s baby 
tee th  before absorption are  as long as those of permanent teeth?*
The hypothesis was confirmed by the tab u la tio n  of the 
answers to  th is  question* which are  found in  Table XV* Only one 
ten th  (11 per eent) of th e  informants knew th a t  the roots of the 
deciduous tee th  were as long as those of the permanent te e th  before 
absorption* A s l ig h tly  g reater proportion of informants of 
lAfayette parish than ©f those in  Jackson Parish  rep lied  th a t  they  
had known this*  The figures fu rth e r  rev ea l th a t  p roportionate ly  more 
ffegro parents than white paren ts adm itted ignorance o f th i s  fact* 
L it t le  d ifference , however, is  found between the races from the 
respective areas*
TUBS XV
proportions or rapomwrs rnnm xnowuawi
OP 2SKTAXH DHffAL FACTS BJ THB SUBV2X 
AREAS CLASSIFOTt ACCOBBIfia TO RACE
Total i Horth Loulnlana siudy Area t 3cath Loulalana Stadr Area*
« *M,t. > fcp» i Total » Vihlto I ^  Eogro t Total "_W hlt. >
: li» - ;P e r  i K u a w P e r : K u i a - : P e r ; Mum-* Per s H u m -:P e r i  f tu - iF I r  * I m k w  s Kbb- ®  : Hu»-: Per
Snowing a s  ^t>e r  rc^nt s b er rcsn t : ber rcent s b e r sesn t : b e r scent ? ber scent t ber icerti * b e r scent g b a r  scent
P osition 43 8 .6 38 10 .1 5 4 .0 24 9 .6 22 12 .9 2 2 .5 19 7 .5 16 7 .7 3 6 .5
General ages o f
eruption 167 33 .1 134 35.4 33 26 .4 59 23 .6 44 25 .9 15 19 .0 108 4 2 .4 90 4 3 .1 18 39 .1
Fersanency 244 48 .5 194 51.3 50 40 .0 134 53.8 101 59 .4 33 41 .8 110 4 3 .3 93 4 4 .7 17 36.9
The Eoots o f  
Deciduous Teeth 56 11 .2 50 13 .3 6 4*8 23 9 .4 2D 12 .0 3 3 .8 33 12 .9 30 14*4 3 6 .5
Deciduous Teeth 
In terfer in g  with 
Permanent Teeth m 81 .2 310 61 .8 99 ? t .2 195 78 .3 130 7 6 .5 65 6 2 .3 214 8 3 .9 180 8 6 .1 34 7 3 .9
The P o s s ib i l i ty  o f  
S em irin g  Aching 
Teeth 234 46 .6 199 52.8 35 28 .0 131 52 .6 110 64 .7 21 26 .6 103 4 0 .7 89 4 3 .0 14 30 .4
gaowlsdge of tho Six-Year Molar 
t h t  ifc»yw p molar Is  i  permanent too th  and can bo located  
iy  eewatinf s ix  book from tho  f ro n t een ter tooth* As I t s  name 
iadi& etes, i t  generally  brooks through about tho s ix th  year. Inform- 
ants w r*  asked th reo  th ings oonoeming the s ix -year molar# i t s  
pesftie® , a t  sh a t ogee I t  g en era lly  appeared, and whether or no t i t  
was per m e a t*  Their answers were tabu la ted  sep ara te ly  fo r these 
questions and appear in  Table XV*
Less than one ten th  o f the informants knew the  p o sitio n  of 
the six-year molar* The proportion  claiming; knowledge o f th is  f a s t  
in  Jaokson Parish  was s l ig h tly  la rg e r  than th a t  in  L afayette parish* 
Although mare whites from Jaokson than from Lafayette P arish  
indicated they knew the p o s itio n  o f  th is  to o th , i t  may be s ig n if ic a n t 
th a t mare Negroes from Lafayette p a rish  than from Jaokson Parish  
claimed such knowledge* The Negroes as a whole, however, give 
evidence of being le ss  w ell Informed on th is  m atter than the whites* 
Despite the fao t th a t  I t s  name should have been a give-away, 
a re la tiv e ly  small proportion of the informants (353 per cent) 
mentioned the e o rree t age group during which the six -year molar 
generally appears (some year from the f i f t h  through the eighth)* 
Lafayette P arish  persons answered c o rre c tly  more often  than Jaokson 
Parish persons, the proportions being 42 per cent and 24 per oen t, 
respectively*  Although, as a group, whites named the co rrec t ages 
more o ften  than the Negroes, the  Negroes from Lafayette Parish  gave
p roportionate ly  more c o rre c t answers than e ith e r  the w hites or the 
Negroes fro *  Jackson Parish* I t  i s  possib le  th a t  the Negroes in  
Lafayette p a rish  have received  more in s tru c tio n  about these den ta l 
f a c ts .
There i s  in d ie a tio n  th a t  some of the parents were informed 
about the  s ix -y ear molar—Table XV, i t  shows th a t almost one h a lf  
(48 per eea t) o f them l is te d  i t  as a permanent tooth* Jaokson 
parish  interview ees were more frequen tly  aware o f th is  fa c t than 
Laibyette P arish  In terv iew ees. F ifty -fo u r per eent of the former 
as eempared w ith  42 per een t of the l a t t e r  c la s s if ie d  the tooth  as 
permanent* Negro inform ants, when asked i f  th e  s ix -y ear molar was a 
permanent to o th , answered in  the a ffirm ativ e  p roportionate ly  fewer 
tin e s  than w hite inform ants (40 per oent as compared w ith 61 per 
eent)* R acial d i f f e r e n t ia ls  between the areas are  consisten t#
Knowledge o f Deolduous Teeth In te rfe rin g  w ith  permanent Teeth
D entists recommend th a t  deciduous te e th  which in te rfe re  w ith 
the proper alignm ent o f permanent te e th  be ex trac ted . As can be seen 
in  Table XV. the im jo rlty  o f inform ants. 31 per cen t, agreed with 
th is  expediency* There i s  not much d iffe rence  in  the proportions 
from each area  or r a c ia l  group expressing th is  opinion* However, 
the inform ants from la fa y e tte  P arish  are  in  b e tte r  agreement th a t 
such a  to o th  should be e x trac ted  (84 per oent) than those from 
Jaokson P arish  (78 per c e n t) .  S lig h tly  more whites are in  favor of 
i t  (82 per oent) than are  Negroes (79 per cent)* In Jaokson parish
the Negroes answered more o fte n  in  th e  a ffirm a tiv e  than the  white#
M i a lso  nor* freq u en tly  than  the Negroes in  Lafayette Parish*
o f the  P o s s ib i l i ty  of Repairing Ashing Teeth
Because o f the  emphasis on preventive d e n tis try  in  recen t y ears» 
almost everyone should be aware o f the fa c t th a t an aching too th  Is  
not a e e e ssa r ily  beyond rep a ir*  As was mentioned in  th e  in troduction , 
ru ra l  people a re  prone to  be f a t a l i s t i c ,  and th is  is  one instance in  
whieh suoh a tendency i s  manifested* Only 47 per cent of the inform­
an ts ind icated  they knew th a t  i t  was often  possib le  to  re p a ir  an 
ashing tooth*
Among the informants o f Lafayette Parish  two f i f th s  believed 
th a t  an aching too th  eould be repa ired  as compared with s l ig h t ly  over 
sne h a lf  o f the Jaokson P arish  informants* Considerable d ifference 
appears between th e  Negro and white groupst opinions on th is  question* 
p roportionate ly  alm ost tw ice as many white as Negro interview ees were 
o f the opinion th a t  once a too th  began to  h u rt i t  should no t be 
po lled  u n t i l  i t  was determined to  be beyond repair*  Although a 
la rg e r proportion of w hites in  Jaokson Parish  than in  Lafayette parish  
knew o f the p o s s ib i l i ty  o f rep a irin g  an aching to o th , more Lafayette 
P arish  Negroes than Jaokson P arish  Negroes were aware o f th is*
IT. ATTITUDES AND OPINIONS RELATIVE TO SELECTED 
ASPECTS OF DENTAL CARE FOR CHILDREN
The underlying assumption of th is  study has been expressed in  
the  hypothesis th a t  th e  a t t i tu d e s  of parents play an im portant ro le  in
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the discrepancy between th e  d e n ta l ear© ch ild ren  need and what they 
actually  receive* This hypothesis oan be p a r t ia l ly  te s te d  by having 
parent* express an a tt i tu d e  or opinion on severa l re lev an t compara­
tive  and dlagnostle aspects of d en ta l oare fo r  ch ild re n . For in stan ce . 
I f  an informant believes th a t  den ta l oare fo r ch ild ren  is  more im portant 
than i t  i s  fo r a d u lts i th a t  baby te e th  are as im portant as permanent 
teethf th a t a eh ild  suffer*  from toothaches as much as does an a d u lt , 
i t  asm be assumed th a t h is  a t t i tu d e s  are  sueh th a t he would provide 
his ehildren with needed d en ta l oare when i t  was av a ilab le  and when 
be eeuld affo rd  it*  On the o ther hand, i f  a parent was undecided or 
bad a: negative opinion on these  aspects  o f d en ta l ca re , i t  is  
apparent th a t he would no t put fo r th  the maximum e f fo r t  to  provide 
sueh services fo r h is  children*
Importance of Dental Care fo r Children 
as  Compared wlthTTHat for^'Xdiul'fes
Because of th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  of permanent e v il e f f e c ts ,  d e n tis ts
consider den ta l oare fo r  ch ild ren  more im portant than fo r  adults*
A dults,  however, o fttim es have some deep-rooted con trary  convictions
on th is  matter* To check fo r such convictions or a t t i tu d e s ,  the
informants were asked "In  your opinion is  den tal care fo r ch ild ren  as
important as  fo r ad u lts?"  Their responses are tabulated  in  Table XTX*
Only IT per een t of the parents expressed the opinion th a t
den ta l oare fo r ch ild ren  was much more important than fo r adults* but
another 16 per een t f e l t  th a t  i t  was s l ig h tly  more so . Almost three
TABU XVI
PROPORTIONS OP INFORMANTS IN TUB SUHTO ARMS REPORTING SPECIFIC 
OPINIONS GONCBRNINO t SB CCMPARATIVB IMPORTANCE OP OlHTAl# CARS 
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RACE
Informant* Rho t_  1 - j t e p -  i
Responded Thati : Run*-!Per t N u m -jP e r: Num»iPer t Rum-1Per * Num-iPer iMum-iPer 0
t * fee? icent
D ental Care fo r  
Children le t  
Much more impor­
ta n t than fo r
adu lts 85 16 .8 67 17.7 13 14 .4 69 27.7 53 31.2 16 20 .3 16 6 .3 14 6 .7 2 4 .4
S lig h t ly  more 
important than 
fo r  adults 90 17 .9 73 19.3 17 13 .6 60 24 .1 46 27.0 14 17 .7 30 11 .8 27 12 .9 3 6 .5
Not d iffe re n t  
from th a t fo r  
adults 299 59.3 217 57.3 32 65.6 116 46.6 69 40 .6 47 59.5 183 71 .7 148 7 0 .8 35 76 .1
S lig h t ly  l e s s  
important than 
fo r  adults 19 3*3 14 3.7 5 4 .0 4 1 .6 2 1 .2 2 2 .5 15 5 .9 12 5 .7 3 6 .5
Much le s s  impor­
tan t than for  
adults 8 1 .6 5 1 .3 3 2 .4 0 0 0 3 3 .1 5 2 .4 3 6 .5
They Didnft  Snow 3 0 .6 3 0 .7 0 —— 0 — 0 — 0 — - 3 1 .2 3 1 .5 0
T otal 504 100.0 379 100.0 125 100.0 249 100.0 170 100.0 79 100.0 255 100.0 209 01 H1 46 100.0
Area33mm&3
^ < a ^ , . - . L , J B j £ & . . . i~ .  f f id p L
Num-tPer i N ua-tPer t Nu»-t Per
AT
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f if th s  ($9 per cen t) o f the inform ants could see no d ifferen ce  in 
importance e f  t o t a l  ©are fo r th e  two groups* Four per cent sa id  
i t  wee e lig h t ly  le s s  im portant end ft per eent f e l t  i t  wee much less  
twperfeent fo r  children* P ro p o rtio n a te ly  almost th ree  times as many 
fftta north Louisiana responded w ith  enlightened answers to  th is  
question . Less than one h a lf (47 per cent) of the Jaokson p arish  
parents were o f  the opinion th a t  th ere  was no d ifference in  importance 
between t o t a l  oare fo r  oh lld ren  and a d u lts , hu t almost th ree  fourths 
(72 per ©ent) o f the L afayette  P arish  parents held th is  opinion# Only 
S per sen t o f the former h u t 9 per eent of the  l a t t e r  were convinced 
th at den tal oare fo r  ch ild ren  was le s s  important than fo r adults*
Segro inform ants as a whole have a tt i tu d e s  more detrim ental to  
t o t a l  sere  fo r  ch ild ren  than do whites* The Negroes from Jackson 
P arish , however, are r e la t iv e ly  b e tte r  informed on th is  m atter than 
e ith er  race fr e e  L afayette Parish*
Importance o f Deciduous Teeth as Compared w ith  permanent Teeth 
Although th e  oare of deciduous te e th  i s  Just as important as 
the care o f permanent te e th ,  i t  is  apparent th a t many parents do not 
hold th is  view* They seem to  reason th a t these te e th  w il l  be shed any-* 
way, and th at d ental care i s  j u s t  a waste of time and money* Conse­
quently, they n eg lec t to  provide th e ir  ohlldren with such oar© oven 
when the need i s  urgent* To determine how prevalent such an a tti tu d e  
i s ,  th e schedule Included the question , wIn your opinion how does the 
care o f  deciduous te e th  compare in  importance with the car® of the
mpermanent teeth?*
R e la tiv e ly  large numbers o f informants (34 per oent) expressed 
a ttitu d es  to  the  e f fe o t  th a t  deciduous te e th  were leas important than 
permanent te e th  or th a t they were o f no consequence because they would 
shed anyway. Teachers and h ea lth  workers can advantageously spend 
time correctin g  th is  im pression in  the areas s tud ied . The Lafayette 
jparichiafarm ents* opin ions were c lo se r  to  the fhcts  than were the 
Jackson parish  inform ants * g 66 per oent of the  former as compared 
with 61 per oent o f th e  l a t t e r  expressed the a t t i tu d e  th a t  deciduous 
tee th  were ju s t  as im portant or more Important than permanent teeth#
An in te re s tin g  d e ta il o f the a t t i tu d e s  shown toward th is  problem i s  
reflec ted  by the  f a c t  th a t  only IB per oent of the Lafayette Parish  
to  22 per een t o f th e  Jaokson p arish  parents believed deciduous te e th  
te  be le s s  im portantj whereas 14 per eent from each parish  f e l t  th a t  
the deciduous te e th  were of no consequenoe because they would be shed 
anyway#
ffegroe* more o ften  than whites held a t t i tu d e s  unfavorable to  
dental oare fo r oh lld ren . S lig h tly  over one h a lf  of the former as 
compared w ith two th ird s of the l a t t e r  expressed the opinion th a t 
deciduous te e th  were Just as im portant or more important than perma­
nent te e th . The In terestin g  d iffe ren ce  noted above appears in the 
responses o f the inform ants from the resp ectiv e  races in  the two areas 
(see  Table XVII). A l l  groups d iffe re d  in  the proportions of th e ir  
number o f the opinion th a t deciduous te e th  were somewhat less  important
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mthan permanent te e th ,  b u t almost in d en tica l proportions of* each race 
and area groups believed deciduous te e th  to  b© of no consequence.
S uffering  o f  a  0hi Id w ith a Toothache 
~ a i  ’b o ^ F e r iO T T f m ^ r r n T m * ....
Host o f us take i t  fo r granted th a t  the general population i® 
w ell enough. Informed to  know th a t  adult® and eh ild ren  eu ffer w ith 
toothaches in  muoh the tame manner* N evertheless, the lack o f ihi® 
knowledge by any element in  a population would almost c e r ta in ly  
influence the  importance which i t  a ttached  to  d en ta l care for children* 
In th i#  l ig h t  the responses to  the question, "How do you th ink  th a t a 
ch ild  su ffe rin g  from a toothache compares to  an ad u lt su ffe rin g  from 
a toothache?" a re  im portant to  the problem under study. The tabulation® 
appear in  Table XVIII*
A m ajority  o f th e  people have a co rrec t evaluation  o f the 
r e la t iv e  su ffe rin g  o f eh ild ren  and adult® w ith toothache®, but a t  
le a s t  13 per een t o f the people In  the study area revealed the need 
o f  more education on th is  point* p roportionate ly  one th ird  more of 
the Lafayette  Parish  parent® believed th a t  ch ild ren  suffered  lose With 
toothaches*
S lig h tly  more Negroes than white® ind icated  attitude®  lik e ly  to  
m ili ta te  ag a in st d en ta l ear® for ch ild ren  when questioned about the 
comparative su ffe rin g s  o f ad u lts  and children  w ith toothache® • Over 
IS per een t o f  the former, a® compared with 1Z per oent of the l a t t e r ,  
expressed such opinions* Higher proportion® of whit© and Megro in fo r­
mants from Lafayette Parish  than  from Jaokson p arish  believed th a t  the
TABU XVIU
PROPORTIONS Or INFORMANTS IN THB SURVBX AREAS REPORTING SPECIFIC 
OPINIONS CONCERNING THE COMPARATIVE SUFFERING OF CHILDREN 
AND ADULTS WITH TOOTHACHES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RACE
t T ota l t North L ouisiana Study Arm t South I>?ulilaJ^ siq 4 y  Araa
White t Negro i Total' Y White i Negro t ' T ota l t Ib lta  t HearInformants who ; T otal t , ,    - .......... . . .. . .   -  -................  —
Responded Thats t H u m -:P er t  Nua-jper iNum-tPer iN u o- iPer  : Num-1 Per : N u m - iP e r s  Hum-1P e r t Hum-sPer 5 Nub-tPer 
_1 ber ie ea t : ber tcent t ber leen t t bey teen t 1 ber scent 1 ber teen t t hey tcen t t ber scen t : ber tcen t
Children su ffe r  
bore than adu lts 49 9 .7 35 9.2 14 11.2 14 5.6 9 5 .3 5 6 .3 35 13*7 26 1 2 .4 9 19 .6
Children su ffe r  
as much as adults 356 70 .6 275 72.6 81 64*6 194 77.9 137 80.6 57 72 .2 162 63 .5 138 66 .0 24 52.2
Children su ffe r  
le s s  than adults 64 12.7 45 11 .9 19 15 .2 25 10.0 16 9*4 9 11 .4 39 15.3 29 13 .9 10 21 .7
The two cannot be 
compared 3 0 .6 2 0 .5 1 0 .8 1 0 .4 0 1 1 .3 2 0 .8 2 1 .0 0 n - , 4__
They didn’t  know 32 6 .4 22 5 .8 10 8 .0 15 6 .1 8 4 .7 7 8 ,8 17 6 .7 14 6 .7 3 6.5
Total 504 100,0 379 100.0 125 100.0 249 100.0 170 100.0 79 100.0 255 100.0 209 100.0 46 100.0
1 2 5
pala o f a oh ild  w ith  a toothache was loss than th a t  experienced by 
on adult*
Hhcther or j e t  a g h ild  witty a Toothache Is a Sick Child 
I f  a parent is  convinced th a t  h is  ch ild  i s  i l l ,  ho u su a lly  w ill  
Mho sons e f fo r t  to  provide medical oare* On the o ther hand, i f  he 
i s  not cer ta in  o f  th is  f a c t ,  ha w i l l  he le s s  l ik e ly  to  make sueh an 
e ffo r t*  f t  i s  lo g ic a l to  assume th a t  i f  parents do not f e e l  th a t  
ch ild ren  w ith  toothaches are  siek  ch ild ren , they w il l  no t be p a r t ic ­
u la r ly  concerned about aching tee th*  Informants were asked, "In  your 
opinion i s  a o h ild  w ith  a toothache a  s ick  child?*1 Their answers are  
shown in  fa b le  I II*
Responses to  th i s  question  give evidence th a t  the m ajority  o f 
parents (86 per een t) d e f in ite ly  believe  th a t  a ch ild  with a toothache 
i s  a s ie k  ohild* S ig n ific a n t p roportions, however, q u a lify  th e ir  s ta te ­
ments w  have a c lea r  out b e lie f  th a t  a o h ild  with a toothache i s  no t 
a siek  c h ild  (14 per o e n t) . informants from the  South Louisiana Study 
Area in  p articu lar  a re  not convinced of the fact*  Seventeen per oent 
o f the inform ants from la fa y e tte  P arish  as compared w ith 11 per oent 
o f these from Jaokson P arish  were o f the opinion th a t  a ohild  with a 
toethaohe i s  no t s iek ) and 24 per cent as compared with 4 per oent in  
the two a re a s ,  r esp e o tiv e ly , q u a lif ie d  th e ir  answers*
gegroes seem to  be j u s t  about as  r e a l i s t i c  as a re  the whites in  
th e ir  ap p raisa l o f  whether or not a ohild  w ith a toothache is  siok*
2h f a c t ,  fewer Kegroes q u a lif ie d  th e ir  statem ents (8 per oent as
TABL® XIX
proportions op inform ants m  m s  s im m  areas R iP o tim  sp b cztxc
OPINIONS CONCERNING THE CONDITION Of CHILDREN m U  
TOOTHACHES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RACK
T otal : North L puiaW a Stn^y Area t "' South L ouisiana Study Area
Inform&nta Nho i Total t f l h l t e T Magro : Total t White i Negro * 7  to ta l t White t iKegro
Responded That* t Vitt-ihr t' Ntua-jPer * Nua-iPer iNuaKtPe? iNuI-TPer t  Nu*-i P e r s Nu»-tPer* Jfefrilef i N\ua-iPer
i ber scant s bey scent t bar scant t boy scent i bay scent a her  scent i bar scent i her scent i ber scent
Children w ith  
Toothachea Were;
D e fin ite ly  s ie k 333 6 6 .1 248 65.4 85 68.0 202 81 .1 140 8244 62 78 .5 131 51.4 108 51.7 23 50.Q
Not s ic k ?1 14 .1 51 13.5 20 16 .0 28 11.3 17 10.0 11 1 3 .9 43 16 .9 34 1 6 .3 9 19 .6
Siek under cer­
ta in  conditions 73 14 .4 63 16.6 10 8 .0 11 4 .4 7 4 .1 4 5 .1 62 24 .3 56 2 6 .8 6 1 3 .0
They D idn't Know 27 5 .4 1? 4 .5 10 8 .0 8 3 .2 6 3 .5 2 2 .5 19 7 .4 11 5 .2 8 1 7 .4
T otal 504 100.0 379 100.0 125 100.0 249 100.0 170 100.0 79 100.0 255 100.0 209 100.0 46 100 .0
»*■
mcompared w ith  IT per cen t o f  th e  w h ite s )  a lth ou gh  a few  more {16 per  
cent as compared w ith  14 per o en t of th e  w h ite s )  thought a o h i ld  w ith  
a toothaehe was n o t siok* In L afayette  P arish  th e  p rop ortion  o f  
whites and Negroes in  each of th e s e  c a te g o r ie s  i s  la rg e r  than i s  th e  
proportion o f  the Jaokson P a r ish  Negroes*
Whether or Wot a  Child w ith  a  Toothache presen ts Behavior Problems
Although th e re  nay he com plicating factors*  a oh ild  with a  tooth* 
aehe w i l l  alm ost in v a riab ly  p resen t some behavior problems not 
encountered under normal conditions* These added problems should 
in c ite  th e  p aren t to  provide the oh ild  w ith den ta l oare* Whether or 
not a  paren t notioos sueh behavior in  ch ild ren  can be used as an 
ind ica tion  o f the  a t t i tu d e  the paren t w ill tak e  toward th is  oare* 
th ere fo re  th e  informants were asked* "Does a ch ild  w ith a toothache 
present behavior problems?"
With few exceptions* th e  parents were o f  th e  o p in io n  th a t  
eh ild ren  w ith  toothaches p resen ted  b eh avior  problems ( se e  Table XX ) •
Only a  l i t t l e  more than 2 per oen t o f  them e it h e r  b e l ie v e d  th a t  a o h ild  
with a toothache d id  n o t  p r e sen t b eh av ior  problem® or gave q u a l i f ie d  
answers* However, i t  is  in t e r e s t in g  to  n o te  th a t  p r o p o r tio n a te ly  one 
th ird  more Jaokson than Lafayette P a r ish  in te r v ie w e e s  went so  fa r  as 
to  s ta te  th a t  a o h ild  w ith a toothache would o f fe r  no behavior problems* 
S lig h tly  le ss  than 2 per o e n t  o f  Jackson P a r ish  r e s id e n t s  a s  compared 
w ith a l i t t l e  le ss  than 4 per eent o f  Lafayette P a r ish  parents q u a l i f ie d  
th e ir  statem ents*
TA9QLB XX
PROPORTIONS OF IRPOIUMTS IN THE SUHV2I AREAS REPORTING SPECIFIC 
OPINIONS CONCERNING BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS OF CHILDREN RXTH 
TOOTHACHES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RACE
' V ' Total' i Iforth > 'soath l^ mxgilTOa. a^ iadbr' Am
InlenBaata mho i Total i  Nhlte 1 N egro": " "total " t” Nhits i  I . .".IoIrI t _
Responded That: :Nu»-*Per t  Ne»*tFer* Num-tPer i Nvm-iPair t Nu»-tFer t  N\a&-:Peri t o ^ s r S  i JN sw Pw  s K 5 h F 5 ^
m = 2 = = = = = = = = = = ss^ ^ a y S ^ m ^ ^ ^ ssS ^ » sssB S y S ^ tt!^ ^ S B a ^ ^ ttsssS 3 s l^ £ a ssM a s^ S e L ^ S 3 a ^ ^ « S B ^ & i^ » a M :^ S a j^ ^
Children w ith
Toothaches
Presented^
Many behavior 
problems 137 2?*2 36 22.7 51 40 .3 86 34.5 43 23.2 38 48 .1 51 20 .0 38 1 8 .2 13 28 .2
Some behavior 
problems 333 47 .1 274 72.3 64 53-2 151 60.7 115 67 .6 36 45 .6 187 73 .3 159 76 .1 28 6 0 .9
No behavior 
problems 12 2 .4 7 1 .3 5 4*0 8 3.2 4 2 .4 4 5 .1 4 1 .6 3 1 .4 1 2.2
Behavior problems 
under c e r ta in  
conditions 14 2 .3 10 2.7 4 3 .2 4 1 .6 3 i . e 1 1 .2 10 3 .9 7 3 .4 3 6 .5
They Didn’t  Know 3 0 .5 2 0 .5 1 0 .3 0 0 0 -— 3 1 .2 2 0 .9 1 2 .2
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Proportionately ever twice as many Negroes as whites had not 
noticed p a rticu la r behavior problems in  ch ild ren  w ith toothaches. For 
both races the percentages of those  who could see no problems were 
higher in  Jaokson Pariah. On the o ther hand, the proportions o f those 
whe qualified  th e ir  eta  tenant* were lower in  th is  area*
M other or got Melaoooluslons Cause Psychological Handioapa
S c ien tific  research  has ind icated  th a t  alm ost a l l  eases of 
extreme and many' eases of m ilder maleoooluslon cause psychological 
handicaps* I t  is  important to  know what parents th ink  o f  these  
conditions, because th e ir  b e lie f s  w il l  in  many instances determine 
whether or not a ch ild  w il l  ca rry  such a defect throughout h is  
lifetim e* This i s  true  because of the fa c t  th a t  many cases of 
saleoeelusion which a re  amenable to  treatm ent during childhood can 
not be trea ted  successfully  in adulthood* The a t t i tu d e s  of parents 
on th is  question i s  therefore of g rea t importance* Although the 
question was worded to  include the terms "psychological11 and 
"aaleoselmsion" in  the  schedule , enumerators were cautioned to  define 
these terms c le a rly  to each informant* The re su lts  of the tabu la tion  
of the responses on th is  question are  Bhown in Table XXI.
The m ajority  of the in terv iew ees, 75 per oent, were of the 
opinion th a t e&trems eases of maleoeolusion could cause psychological 
handicaps in  ehild ren . A considerably h igher proportion o f parents 
from Jackson Parish , however, were sure of th is  fa c t  (96 per cent as 
compared with 56 per eent from Lafayette P a rish ) . On the other hand.
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proportionately more than twioa as many of the Lafayette pariah  in te r ­
viewees vara undecided or "didn’t  know" (18 as compared w ith 8 par 
oant) and gar* q u a lified  answers (9 per oent as compared w ith 4 per 
sent)*
The b e lie fs  of Hegroes a re  very s im ila r to  those of the whites 
on th is  question* Six per een t o f the former as compared with 5 per 
emit of the l a t te r  did no t th in k  mnleoaclusions oould cause psycho­
logical handicaps in  children* Eighteen per oent o f the Hegroes0 
however, as compared w ith  IS per oent of the whites did no t have 
su ffic ien t background to  make p o s itiv e  statements* Six per oent of 
the gegroes as compared w ith 7 per oent o f the whites gave q u a lified  
answers to  the question*
Children*a A ttitu d es  as a  Factor in  Dental Care 
One of the fa c to rs  in  den ta l oare i s  the a t t i tu d e  of the ohild*
In many instances# the conditioning the ohild  has received regarding 
v is i ts  to  do o to r  a and d e n tis ts  is  such th a t he w ill  go to  extremes in 
reactionary behavior when such a p o ss ib ility  is  mentioned* Some 
parents are known to  succumb to  the vigorously expressed wishes of 
th e ir  children* Therefore, an attem pt was made to  find  what proportions 
might neglect necessary  dental care because of a c h ild ’s p red isposition  
toward experience with the d en tis t (see Table XXII)•
Over one te n th  of the parents questioned were influenced by 
th e ir  ch ild re n ’s a t t i tu d e s  toward v i s i t s  to  the d en tis t*  S lig h tly  more 
parents from Jaokson Parish than from Lafayette Parish  (12 per cent
TABUS XXII
PRO ORTIOB OP INFOBMARfS RSPORTIHO CHILDREN'S ATTITODSS
a factor is bi»tai care m the simvsr
AREAS CLASSIFIED k G C C m W Q  TO RACE
Proportions o f
Informants
Reporting:
•» T otal •• North Louisiana Study Area t South t o i l s  iana Study Area
: T otal : l& ite  t Negro s T otal s Rh i t s  Rears s T otal s l& ite  : Regro
: Raa»:P«r : 
: ber :eent :
Num-:Per : 
ber tcent :
Ku»-sFer : 
ber scent s
Num-sPsr : Nam-:Per : Nam-sPer 
b er scent : ber scent i ber scent
s Rnm-sPer 
s h e r  scent
t Nd^-:Per s Hub-:Per 
s b er  scent : ber scent
They did  not in ­
s i s t  on dental 
care against 
ch ild 1s w il l 56 11.1 39 10.3 17 13.6 30 12.0 18 1 0 .6  12 15.2 26 10.2 21 1 0 .0  $ 1 0 .9
eao
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as compared w ith 10 per oent) adm itted they l e t  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e i r  
ch ild  d id  not een t to  ge to  th e  d e n t is t  in fluence whether or no t he 
went* And, d esp ite  the  f e e t  th a t  more Negroes then w hites l e t  th e i r  
c h ild re n 's  wishes influence th e i r  decisions concerning d en ta l o a re , 
the d iffe ren ce  i s  n e t g re e t (14 per oent as compered w ith  10 per oent) • 
D ifferences among th e  ra se s  are  c o n sis ten t in  both areas*
personal Reaction toward Bxpcrlenoc w ith a D en tis t
The l i te r a tu r e  po in ts to  a f e a r  o f the d e n t is t  as one of the 
most Important d e te rren ts  to  den ta l care  in  general* I t  is  alm ost 
ce rta in  th a t  i f  a parent personally  dreads to  encounter such 
experiences he w il l  be governed accordingly  when the time a r r iv e s  for 
h is eh ild ren  to  have d en ta l care* In other words, those paren ts who 
wait as long as  possib le  before going to  a d e n tis t  beoause of extreme 
fear a re  more lik e ly  to  p ro c ra s tin a te  when th e ir  oh lld ren  a re  in  need 
o f  sueh care* The q u estion , "What i s  your personal reao tlo n  toward 
experience w ith a d e n tis t? "  was ashed o f a l l  informants# I t  was 
warded in  th is  way because the a t t i tu d e  of the in d iv id u a l paren ts was 
sought# The r e s u l t s  a re  shown in  Figure 10 and Table XXXII#
R e la tiv e ly  high proportions of th e  inform ants (31 per cent) 
openly adm itted th a t  they  w aited as long as possib le  before v is i t in g  
a d e n tis t  because o f extreme fear# In te re s tin g ly  enough, more persons 
from Jackson p a rish  made th is  admission (36 per oent as compared w ith  
26 per oent from Lafayette  parish)#  There w as, how ever, l i t t l e  
d iffe ren ce  in  the  percentages of informants (36 per oen t from Jaokson
PARENTAL ATTITUDES TOWARD PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCE WITH A DENTIST
WHITE
NEGRO
WHITE
NEGRO
WHITE
NEGRO
TOTAL SAMPLE
PER CENT 
50
NORTH LOUISIANA STUDY AREA
SOUTH LOUISIANA STUDY AREA
0 10 20 
■  EXTREME FEAR V-3 MILD FEAR
40  50 60
PER CENT
NECESSARY EVIL
80 90 100
A ROUTINE PROPHYLAXIS
Figure 10. Proportions o f Informants in  the Survey Areas Reporting S p ec ific  A ttitudes Toward 
Personal Experience with a D entist C la ssif ied  According to  Race.
TABLE XXIII
PROPORTIONS OF INFORMANTS IN THE SURVEY AREAS REPORTING SPECIFIC 
PERSONAL REACTIONS TOWARDS EXPERIENCE WITH A 
DENTIST CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO BAGS
P erson al Reac­ * T o ta l ............ t North Louisiana Siudy Area s South Louisiana Study Area
t io n s  toward : T o tal * White j Negro s T o ta l t White s Negro t T o ta l % White s Negro
E xp erience w ith  
a D e n t is t
s Num-sPer i 
s b er scent *
NunwsPer s 
ber scen t :
Num­
ber
■sPer £ 
scent t
Nuj&-:Per s 
b er scant s
Hum-1Per t 
b e r scent t
Hum-sPer 
b ar scent
s Niim-j Per 
s b e r scent
s Hum-:Per 
s b er scent
1 Mum-jPer 
s b a r  scent
Extrema fe a r 155 30,7 115 30.3 40 32,0 89 35.7 59 34.7 30 38 .0 66 25 .9 56 26.8 10 21.7
M ild  f e a r 179 35»5 141 37*2 38 30.4 89 35.8 63 37.1 26 32 .9 90 35.3 78 37 .3 12 26.1
N e c e ssa r y  e v i l 151 30.0 10? 28.2 44 35.2 68 27 .3 47 27.6 21 26 .6 83 32.5 60 28 .7 23 50 .0
R ou tin e
p ro p h y la x is 19 3*3 16 4*3 3 2 .4 3 1.2 1 0.6 2 2 .5 16 6.3 15 7 .2 1 2.2
T o t a l 504 100.0 379 100.0 125 100*0 249 100.0 170 100.0 79 100.0 255 100.0 209 100.0 46 100.0
SE
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mHfcrlfth and 86 per een t from L afayette  p arish ) from ©&oh area who 
h esita ted  bo for© going bo the d e n tis t  oeeause of mild four* Twenty- 
seven por oo&t o f tho JaokSon P arish  and 32 per oent of the Lafayette 
Parish informants looked upon experience with a d e n tis t  as a 
necessary evil*  Although only a few informant a looked upon a v i s i t  
to  the d e n tis t as a rou tine  experience, proportionate ly  more than 
five  times as many c>f them from Jackson Parish  as from Lafayette 
Pariah f e l t  th is  way.
Contrary to  popular b e lie f*  the Negroes did no t d if f e r  
grea tly  from the whites in  expressing th e ir  personal reac tio n s to  
experience with a  dentist*  In f a s t ,  the t o ta l  d ifference  is  
inconsequential * 32 per cen t of the Negroes as compared with 30 per 
eent of the  whites expressing extrema f e a r .  Considerably more Negroes 
(33 per eent as compared w ith 23 per een t of w hites) looked upon 
v is i t s  to  the d e n tis t  as necessary  e v i ls .  However, only 27 per cent 
e f  the Jaekson P arish  as compared w ith 30 per cen t of the Lafayette 
Parish Negroes f e l t  th is  way about going fo r  den ta l o a re . The inform” 
ants e f  both races from Jackson parish  expressed g rea te r fea r of 
experience with a dentist*
V. CONCLUSIONS
In a  b r ie f  recap itu la tio n , i t  is  possib le to  review only the
/
sa lie n t fac ts  brought out in  th is  chapter. Prom the study of reasons 
given for parents* neg lecting  d en ta l care for ch ild ren  i t  i s  evident
th a tp a r e a ta l  apathy is  the m s t  Im portant, Suoh a discovery suggests, 
tb w t  e ll*  th a t  indiv idual parent# must be properly  o rien ted  to  the  
seriousness e f  suoh neg lec t. The a n a ly s is , however, shows a r e la t iv e ­
ly  oenstaat pa ttern  o f area and raoe d if f e re n t ia ls  which i s  s ig n ifican t*  
Compered w ith north  Louisians persons, the fe e lin g  o f the south 
Louisiana informants i s  th a t  f in a n c ia l problems are  more important t  
than paren tal apathy as reasons fo r  paren ta l neg leo t of den tal ears  
fa r  ch ild ren . S im ilarly , NOgro inform ants. In  co n tra d is tin c tio n  to  
white informants, seem to  a ttach  more s ig n ifican ce  to  f in a n c ia l problems 
them to  paren tal apathy* These d iscoveries should be of prime impor­
tunes to  publio-health  o f f ic ia ls  in  planning programs fo r the  respec­
tiv e  areas and r a c ia l  groups*
The inform ation col loo ted  p e rta in in g  to  informants * knowledge 
and opinions o f  d en ta l d iso rders ind ica tes  th a t  the large m ajority  of 
then do n e t know the  causes o f such d iso rders or have reasonably 
Ju s tif iab le  opinions concerning them* I t  i s  possib le  to  genera lise  
and say th a t  n o rth  Louisianians are  more informed than south 
Louisianians, and w hites a re  more informed than Negroes on these 
n a tters# Seemingly, some fa c to rs  in  th e  so c ia l and economic environ­
ment are  eau sa lly  re la te d  to  th ese  discrepancies • Later analyses are  
designed to  t e s t  fo r such re la tio n sh ip s*
The inqu iry  smde po in ts up in  no uncertain  way th a t  ru ra l  parents 
as a group a re  not w ell informed about ce rta in  den ta l facts*  This 
confirms a hypothesis a s  w ell as shows the need fo r the g rea ter
mdissealnaticm  o f in form ation . There la  not enough consistency in  
d iffe ren ces  o f informants* knowledge to  make g en era lisa tio n s  in  regard 
to  a rea  c h a ra c te r is tic s*  The Negroes, however, do not have as touch 
inform ation on these  d e n ta l fa c ts  as do the whites*
The study of opinions and a tt i tu d e s  re la t iv e  to  ssloo ted  
comparative and d iagnostic  aspects  of den tal oars brought out the fa o t 
th a t  s ig n if ic a n t proportions o f the general ru ra l  population hold 
b e lie fs  whieh m il i ta te  ag a in s t suoh oare fo r children* The major 
theorem o f th is  re search  e f f o r t  finds confirm ation in  th is  discovery. 
Apparently more south  Louisianians than n o rth  Louisianians, and more 
Xegroes than w hites,, hold b e l ie f s  th a t  can be so in terpreted*  Why 
th i s  d i f f e r e n t ia l  p rev a ils  w i l l  be touohed upon in  a la te r  discussion* 
A ll  in  a l l ,  these  in v estig a tio n s  in to  the  mental context 
underlying th e  p a tte rn  o f d en ta l <are fo r  ch ild ren  have revealed  a 
s ig n ifican t a r ra y  o f fac ts*  This inform ation has important im plications 
in  the whole su b jec t of d en ta l oare* Prom the background of th is  
in f  eras t io n  i t  becomes possib le  to  conduct in v estig a tio n s  of the 
ro le  of socio-economic fa c to rs  in  a t t i tu d e s ,  opinions, and knowledge. 
The neat chapter i s  devoted to  suoh an analysis*
CHAPTER 1 7
THS RQLB OP SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS IN ATTITUDES,
OPINIONS, AND KNOWLEDGE
Sorokin, perhaps more than anyone e ls e ,  has brought out the 
p lu r a l is t ic  character of the  human p e rso n a lity . His th e s is  is  th a t 
the cu ltu ra l content o f  the "so u l1* of the ind iv idual is  a re f le c tio n  
e f  the cu lture o f h is  groups esp ec ia lly  and of ad d itio n a l fac to rs* 1 
Among the socio -ou ltu ra  1 groups in to  whioh he d if fe re n tia te s  popula* 
tlo n s  ere age groups (whioh he explains as having a b io -so c ia l base 
bat sec io -c u lturn1 v a lu e s), eeonamio-lntere&t groups, re lig io u s  
greups, and educational groups* He adequately demonstrates the e f fe c t  
e f  every group on the  p h y s ica l, m ental, and behavioral t r a i t s  of the 
ind ividual members* Since there  a re  suoh d ifferences among persons 
who belong to  d if fe r e n t groups w ithin  a population, i t  i s  o f s ig n if ­
icance, in  a study eueh as t h i s ,  to  t e s t  fo r  the presence of suoh 
rela tion sh ip s between se le c ted  b o o  io-eoonomio groups to  which 
informants belong and th e ir  knowledge, opinions, and a tti tu d e s  toward 
dental oare.
Preceding chapters described se lec ted  socio-economic charac ter­
i s t i c s  of the populations under study and presented the ex ten t of th e ir  
knowledge on dental care  as w e ll as the re levan t opinions and a tt i tu d e s  
exh ib ited  by th ese  groups* Comparisons o f north  Louisiana and south
* P it ir lm  A* Sorokin, S ocie ty , C u ltu re , and P erso n ality , New 
Yorki Harper and Bros*, 1945, pp* 342-£E6* — -
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Louisiana d if fe r e n t ia ls  were included in  the  d iscu ssio n s , end i t  Is  no t 
necessary t»  repent th ese  analyses here*
Simple oross-tab u lfttions were made between a r b i t r a r i ly  divided 
fe s te r s  and knowledge, op in ion , and a t t i tu d e  statem ents* However 
efmde th is  procedure say  be in  the  terms of exact c o rre la tio n , i t  i s  
u sefu l to r  the purposes e f  th is  study* The o rig in a l exactness of the 
data dees n e t j u s t i f y  h igh ly  re fin ed  s t a t i s t i o a l  techniques} the 
problem i s  the  c o -r e la t io n  of q u a lita tiv e  ca tegories  ra th e r  than the
9
correla tion  o f exact magnitudes* The heterogeneity  of the data
sforbids the u se , w ith  any degree of suoeesa of contingency analysis  
or tetraeh orio  co rre la tio n s* *
Bash o f  the two see tions in  th is  chapter i s  divided in to  four 
parts, devoted to  analysing  the  re la tio n sh ip  o f  age, education, 
r e lig io n s  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  and lev e l of l iv in g , re sp ec tiv e ly , to  the  
same s e t s  o f knowledge, opinion, and a t t i tu d e  statements* These 
fellow  in  the order named*
I . SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS RELATED TO KNOWLEDGE AND OPINIONS 
OF PARENTS CONCERNING CERTAIN ASPECTS OF DENTAL CARS
The major aim o f the f i r s t  p a rt of th is  ch ap ter, then , is  to  
determine the ex ten t to  whioh se lec ted  socio-economic fac to rs
2 gee Chapter I ,  Section 11*
•  Margaret Jf* HAgood, S ta t i s t ic s  fo r S o c io lo g ists ,  New York* 
Henry H olt and Co*, 1941, pp* 438-S40
* g* U. Yule and M. a* Kendal, An In troduction to  th e  Theory of
S t a t i s t i c s ,  London» Charles G riffin  ancf Co*, Ltd*, I9*S>7, P* 2&S*
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C h a ra c te r is in g  th e  r u r a l p o p u la tio n  under stu d y  ar© r e la t e d  to  th*  
knowledge and opinions o f  th e s e  p ersons o f  c e r ta in  d e n ta l f a c t s  and 
a s p e c ts  of d e n ta l c a r e .  The s e c t io n  fa llo w in g  w i l l  b r in g  to g e th e r  
th e se  s e le c t e d  socio-economic fac to rs  and v a r io u s  a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  
sample p o p u la tio n  in  regard  to  d e n ta l oare fo r  c h ild r e n  in  order to  
examine p o s s ib le  r e la t io n s .
Age R elated to  Knowledge and O pinions of C erta in  D ental F acts
For the  purpose of th e  p r e sen t a n a ly s i s ,  th e  in f o r m a n t s  were 
grouped in to  th re e  age b rackets 2 th o se  below  40 y ea rs  o f  a g e , th o se  
Area 40 to  60 years o f  age, and th o se  60 years o f  age and o v e r . These 
age groups, although a r b i t r a r i ly  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  were d esign ed  t o  
separate the inform ants in to  what was more or l e s s  th e  younger, 
the m iddle, and c id e r  s e t s .  I t  may be o f  in t e r e s t  to  n o te  th a t  
4T per een t o f  the informants were le a s  than 40 y ea rs  old* whereas 
40 per cent were from 40 t o  60 years o f  a g e , and 13 per c e n t were a t  
le a s t 60 years of age. The c r o s s - ta b u la t io n s  o f  th e  resp on ses o f  th e  
informants by age a re  shown in  T ab les XXIV and XXV* A d is c u s s io n  o f  
re la tio n sh ip s  follows b elo w .
The p r la s r y  cau ses of d e n ta l c a r ie s .  Th© r e la t io n s h ip  between  
age and o p in io n s  con cern in g  th e  prim ary cau ses o f  d e n ta l c a r ie s  
emphasises th a t  the  younger Inform ants ar© much more thorough ly  
acquainted w ith  cu rren t d is c o v e r ie s  and b e l i e f s .  The o ld e r  in te r v ie w e e s ,  
on the o ther hand, were more l i k e l y  to  c l in g  to  t r a d it io n a l  b e l i e f s .  
G reater proportions o f th e  younger and middle-aged groups were o f  th©
n o
opinio* th a t c a r ie s  m s  caused  by  minora 1 d e f ic ie n c ie s  in  d ie t  and 
n eg lect and improper ear*  o f  t e e t h  (two th in g s  b ein g  em phasised in  
present-day eduoational programs)} but la r g e r  p rop ortion s o f  the  
old*t«r» «&th*? h e ld  th a t  e x c e s s iv e  sw eets in  d ie t  caused c a r ie s  or 
sta ted  th a t they "did n 't know" what th© cau ses m re*  (See S ab le  XXIV.) 
With minor var ia tio n s a s im ila r  a s s o c ia t io n  between youth  and th e  
1m s antiquated n o t io n s  con cern in g  d e n ta l c a r le s  h o ld s  tru e  fo r  both  
races* apparently suoh a r e la t io n s h ip  s i g n i f i e s  th a t  younger persona  
have acquired su b sta n tia lly  more c o r r e c t  In form ation  on t h i s  m atter*  
th e  causes o f  gum b o i l s * The ca u ses  o f  gum b o i l s  are  n o t  
we 11 known by the p o p u la tio n  a t  large*®  For t h i s  reason  i t  i s  n o t  
surprising th a t th e r e  appears l i t t l e  a s s o c ia t io n  between th e  age o f  
•informants and th e  p rop ortion s o f  them who did  n ot know th e  cau ses  
of gam b o ils . Of more s ig n if ic a n c e  * how ever, i s  th e  in t e r - r e la t io n  
between the age and th e  p rop ortion s o f  inform ants e x p r e ss in g  th© 
opinion th at decayed or a b sc e sse d  t e e t h  cause gum b o l ls *  The younger 
age groups b elieved  t h i s  more cons l a t e n t ly  than did th e  m idd le-aged  
and older groups* p r o p o r t io n a te ly  more o f  th e  o ld e s t  In form ants, on 
the other hand, f e l t  t h a t  th e  shedding o f  t e e t h  caused gum b o l ls *
I t  I s  in t e r e s t in g  th a t  among w h ite s  th e re  i s  a more d e f in i t e  
rela tion sh ip  between age and r e l ia b le  knowledge about th e  cau ses o f  
th is  d isord er. Whereas only 63 per o en t o f  th o s e  in  th© younger 
group admitted th at they d id  n ot know the cau ses o f  gum b o i l s .
6 See Chapter I I I ,  Section I I I .
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Th# Primary Causes 
e f  pim tal Caries '  
N ira 't  know 
Excessive sweats 
In  C ist 
M ineral d e fic ien ­
c ies  in  d ie t  
Inheritance  
Patent medicines 
Neglect and 
improper care 
Hot foods 
I lln e s se s  and 
diseases 
E xternal damage 
to  te e th  
Other causes
T o ta l
The Causes of 
Gum B oils 
D id n 't”know 
Decayed o r 
abscessed te e th  
Shedding of te e th  
Aching te e th  
Other
Total
15 6*4 12 6 .0 10 14.9 11 6 .3 8 5 .2 8 16 .6 4 6 .6 4 8 .9 2 11.1
56 23*9 48 24.2 20 29.9 32 18.4 33 21 .4 12 25.0 24 40 .0 15 33 .4 8 4 4 .4
66 28.2 57 28.7 8 11.9 55 31.6 44 28.6 7 14.5 11 18 .3 13 28 .9 1 5 .6
1 0 .4 3 1 .5 3 4 .5 1 0 .6 3 2 .0 2 4 .2 0 0 _ 1 5 .6
11 4 .7 8 4 .0 3 4 .5 11 6 .3 8 5 .2 3 6 .3 0 — 0 — 0 —
65 27.8 49 24*6 15 22.4 49 28.2 39 25 .3 12 25.0 16 26 .7 10 22.2 3 1 ,6
6 2*6 8 4 .0 2 2 .9 4 2 .3 7 4 .5 1 2 .1 2 3 .3 1 2 .2 1 5 .6
3 1 .3 2 1 .0 2 3 .0 2 1 .1 2 1 .3 1 2 .1 1 1 .7 0 - --- 0 —
4 1 .7 8 4 .0 0 3 1 .7 7 4 .5 0 1 1 .7 1 2 .2 0
7 3 .0 4 2 .0 4 6 .0 6 3.5 3 2 .0 2 4 .2 1 1 .7 1 2 .2 2 1 1 .1
234 100.0 199 100.0 67 100.0 174 100.0 154 100.0 48 100.0 60 100.0 45 100.0 18 100.0
29 60 .4 35 56.5 13 61.9 17 53.1 27 58.7 9 64 .3 12 75.0 8 50.0 4 57.1
15 31.2 19 30.6 5 23.8 12 37.5 15 32.6 3 21.4 3 18.7 4 25.0 2 28*6
1 2 .1 1 1 .6 1 4 .7 0 — 1 2 .2 0 1 6 .3 0 1 14 .3G —- 3 4 .8 0 -— 0 1 2 .2 0 0 — 2 12.5 0
3 6 .3 4 6 .5 2 9 .6 3 9 .4 2 4 .3 2 14.3 0 — 2 12.5 0 —
46 100.0 62
o*oor—1 21 100.0 32 100.0 46 100.0 14 100.0 16 100.0 16 100.0 7 100.0
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ber scent
'The Causes o f  
toothaches 
Didn't know 30 27.5 54 35.8 24 45.3 22 28.9 34 28.8 17 42 .5 8 24 .3 20 60 .6 7 53.8
Excessive sweets 
in  d ie t 3 2 .8 5 3 .3 0 3 4 .0 2 1 .7 0 0 3 9 .1 0
External damage 
to  te e th 2 1 .8 1 0 .7 0 1 1 .3 1 0 .9 0 1 3 .0 0 0 —r--|
Shedding or cut­
tin g  o f tee th 7 6 .4 4 2 .6 1 1 .9 6 7 .9 3 2 .5 0 1 3 .0 1 3 .0 1 7 .7
Decayed or  
abscessed te e th 6$ 59.7 SO 53.0 27 50.9 42 55.3 72 61 .0 22 55.0 23 69 .7 8 24 .3 5 38.5
Other 2 1 .8 7 3 .4 1 1 .9 2 2 .6 6 5 .1 1 2*5 0 1 3 .0 0
T otal 109 100.0 151 100.0 53 100.0 76 100.0 118 100.0 40 100.0 33 100.0 33 100.0 13 100 .0
The Primary Seasons 
Parents n eg lect  
Dental Care fo r  
Children
Parental apathy 99 42.1 78 39.0 26 33.8 81 46*3 64 41 .6 19 39.6 18 30.0 14 30.5 7 36 .8
F inancial problems 77 32.8 68 34*0 20 29.9 54 30.8 50 32.5 13 27.1 23 38.3 18 39.1 7 36 .8
Think dental care 
unnecessary 41 17 .4 33 16.5 13 19 .4 28 16.0 22 14.3 10 20.8 13 21.7 11 23 .9 3 15 .8
Trans portation  
d if f ic u l t ie s n 4 .7 11 5.5 2 3 .0 8 4 .6 9 5 *8 1 2 .1 3 5.0 2 4 .3 1 5 .3
Lack o f availab le  
serv ices 1 0 .4 6 3 .0 5 7 .5 1 0 .6 5 3 .2 5 10 .4 0 rnm ^ 1 2 .2 0
Lack o f assurance 4 1 .7 4 2 .0 0 1 0 .6 4 2 .6 0 3 5.0 0 0
Other 2 0 .9 0 1 1 .4 2 1 .1 0 ~ 0 —— 0 ******* 0 1 5 .3
T otal 235 100.0 200 100.0 67 100.0 175 100.0 154 100.0 48 100.0 60 100.0 46 100.0 19 100.0 m
1 4 3
69 per can t o f the  middle-aged group and 64 per cent o f the older 
group make th is  admission* Among Negroes th e re  m e l i t t l e  evidence 
of the above-mentioned re la tio n s h ip . Very few w hites, on the o ther 
hand, believed  th a t  gum b o ila  a re  caused by shedding of te e th , and 
oonaequently th e re  ia  n o t,  as among Negroes, an asso c ia tio n  between 
age and th is  b e lie f*
The eausea o f too thaches* Taken aa a whole, the re la tio n sh ip  
between age o f inform ants and th e ir  knowledge as to  what causes 
toothache suggests s ig n if ic a n t d ifferences In education on th is  
aa tte r*  The ta b u la tio n s  reveal th a t ,  in  the younger age group, only 
28 per eent as compared w ith 36 per oent o f the  middle-aged group 
sad 48 per oent of the o lder group did no t know or have an opinion 
an what caused toothaches* Negroes d if fe r  from whites in  th a t a 
larger proportion  o f the  middle-aged group did no t know the  oauses 
e f  too thaches• The re la tio n sh ip  between youth and the  b e l ie f  th a t  
decayed or abscessed te e th  cause toothaches is  s ig n ifican t*  In the 
younger age c la s s ,  60 per oent were o f th is  opinion in  co n tra s t to  
68 per een t in  the middle-aged and 61 per cen t in the o lder age 
group* More o f the younger persons were a lso  o f the opinion th a t  the 
shedding or c u ttin g  o f te e th  was responsible fo r toothaches, although 
the to ta l  number o f informants expressing th is  opinion i s  not large* 
In te re s tin g ly  enough, although the proportions of whites who were of 
the opinion th a t  deeayed or abscessed te e th  caused toothaches varied 
l i t t l e  w ith age, p roportionate ly  more of the younger and older Negroes 
expressed such an opinion*
1 4 4
The primary reasons why parents neglect den ta l oare fa r  
jShildren* Although the  d iffe ren tia .Is  are not g rea t, there le  a 
tendency fo r  younger informant* to  emphasize paren ta l apathy and 
lack o f  finances as reasons fo r parents* neglecting dental oar® fo r 
ehilorea* th is  re la tio n sh ip  i s  recognizable among both whit® and 
legro  inform ants, w ith the exception th a t more o lder than younger or 
middle-aged Negroes mentioned p aren ta l apathy. The explanation may 
be th at younger persons are  more thoughtful but a t  the same time 
base not the f in a n c ia l se c u rity  o f  the older persons* There appears 
to  be no s ig n if ic a n t  re la tio n sh ip  between age and the other reasons 
l is t e d  by informants for parents* neg lect of den tal care for 
children*
the six -y ea r  molar* The knowledge o f two fa c ts  concerning 
the s ix -year  m olar, i t s  p o sitio n  and permanency, was re la te d  to  the 
age o f  informants (see Table XXY) • With resp ec t to  position  of the 
tooth , there i s  in d ica tio n  th a t  the younger informants were more 
often  co rrectly  informed* On© te n th  of the younger group as com­
pared w ith  8 per oent o f the middle-aged group and 4 per oent of the 
old-age group knew the p o sitio n  o f the s ix -year molar* This was not 
equally true among th* Hegroes* The old-age grcup of th is  race had 
s l ig h t ly  g rea te r  proportions of persons who knew the position  of the 
tooth*
There i s  a lso  some in te r - r e la t io n  between knowledge of the 
fa c t th a t the six -y ear molar is  permanent and the ag® of inform ants, 
even though the middle-aged group had higher proportions Indicating
TABUS :;x v
rs la t io k s ji ip  BKfwsKir jm  of inform ants amd m a m m m  o f
CURTAIN DKNTAL FACTS, WITH COMPARISONS BT RACK
: Total i White c
Knowledge o f; :
:••
0-39 : -_.SP“5?._. s. t 0 - i9  i 40-59 • 60— t 0-39 : 40-59 i 60-
Huis-:Per : 
ber scent :
Hum-:Per s 
ber scant :
Hus-:Per t 
ber tcent t
Mum-tPer s 
ber scent :
Kum-:Per : 
ber scent :
Mua-tPer s 
ber scent s
Hois-s Per 
ber s cent
t Jfam-sP.r t Bnm-iPsr 
: ber scent t ber scent
The S ix  Tear Molar 
P osition  
Pemanancy
23
114
9 .8
48 .5
17 8 .5  
100 49 .8
3 4 .5  
30 44 .8
20 11 .4  
90 51 .4
16 10 .3  
82 52.9
2 4.2  
22 45.8
3 5.0  
24 40 .0
1 2.2  1 5.3  
18 3 9 .1  8 42.1
The Roots o f  
Deciduous Teeth 22 9 .4 30 15 .1 4 6*0 19 10 .9 29 19 .0 2 4.2 3 5.0 1 2.2  2 10.5
Deciduous Teeth 
In terfer in g  w ith 
Permanent Teeth 193 81 .8 163 81 .1 53 79 .1 147 83.5 125 8 0 .6 38 7 9 .2 46 76 .7 38 82 .6  15 7 8 ,9
^ e ^ ^ s s ib ll^ g ^ o f
Repairing Aching
Teeth 113 48.3 92 45.8 29 43 .3  95 54.6 80 51.6 24 50.0 IS 30.0 12 26.1 5 26,3
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suoh knowledge* A* in  th e  previous instance , in  the older group* 
proportionately more Negroes than whites professed knowledge of th is  
fast*
The ro o ts  o f deciduous teeth*  As has previously been 
explained, the ro o ts  o f  deciduous te e th ,  u n t i l  they are  absorbed ju s t  
before they are  shed, a re  as long as those of permanent teeth* 
Apparently th is  f a c t  is  not commonly known to  any age group# g lig h tly  
g rea ter proportions of the younger group (6 per oent) than th© older 
group (6 per een t) were aware of th is  f a c t ,  but a la rger proportion 
e f  the  middle-aged group (15 per oent) than e ith e r  of the other two 
professed suoh knowledge* Only in  the Negro group were proportionate­
ly  more o lder persons in  possession of th is  knowledge*
Deciduous te e th  In te rfe rin g  with permanent te e th * As mentioned 
In Chapter I I I ,  deciduous te e th  which in te r fe re  with the proper 
alignment o f  permanent te e th  should be extracted* Apparently a l l  age 
groups were aware of th is  f a c t  inasmuch as there  is  l i t t l e  d ifference 
in  the proportions o f each who o a ll  a tte n tio n  to it*  As ind icated  
by Table XXV, 82 per cent of the younger groups, as compared with 81 
per cent o f  the middle-aged group and 79 per cen t of the old-age 
group, were informed in  th is  respect*  This a sso c ia tio n  between age 
and opinion i s  le ss  marked among the Negroes than among the w hites, 
the former having s l ig h t ly  la rg e r proportions in th© middle-aged 
group o f  persons aware o f th is  fact*
The p o s s ib i l i ty  o f rep e lrin g  aching te e th * Seemingly, younger 
persons are outgrowing the idea that an aching tooth  Is beyond repair*
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th e  tab u la tio n s  show a p e r s is ta n t,  i f  n o t d ec id ed , r e la t io n s h ip  
between age and knowledge of t h is  f a c t .  Almost one h a l f  (48 per  
cent) o f  th e  younger e la s s ,  46 per oen t o f  the middle>-*g@d c l a s s ,  
and 48 per oent o f  the  o lder c la ss  knew about the p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
rep a irin g  aching te e th .  S im ilar in te r - r e la t io n *  hold tru e fo r  b oth  
race*.
Education R elated  to  Knowledge and Opinions
---------------- pr a w u i s  T s s s ^ x y s ia G :-------------------
Zn order to  analyse th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between eduo&tion and 
knowledge and opinions o f  c e r ta in  d e n ta l f a c t s ,  th® inform ants were 
class  1 f le d  in to  th r e e  groups accord in g  to  e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m en t, 
these were* those who had completed n o t more than seven grad es, 
those who had completo d  anywhere from e ig h t  through tw e lv e  grad es, 
and those who had tra in in g  beyond h igh  school*  The d is tr ib u t io n  o f  
informants among these  th ree  c la s s e s  i s  a s  fo llo w s*  87 per sen t 
had not completed more than seven g r a d e s , 38 per oen t had com pleted  
more than seven grades but had n o t gone fu r th e r  then  h igh  s c h o o l,  
and 8 per oent had had so*®® c o l le g e  t r a in in g .  Th© onoss'-ta b u la tio n s  
of education and th e  inform ants* knowledge and opinion® o f  c e r ta in  
dental fkots appear in  T ab les XXVI and XXVII*
The primary c a u se s  o f  d e n ta l p a r ie s .  Formal ed u ca tion  bears  
a d ire c t r e la t io n  to  knowledge and opinions concerning the primary 
causes o f den ta l c a r ie s .  In th e  f i r s t  place, i t  i s  in te r e s t in g  to  
not® th a t ,  although 10 por o en t o f  th e  low est e d u c a tio n a l c la s s  and 
4 per oent o f the middle educational olaso did not know or have
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way opinion on what caused dental c a r ie s , no Informant o f co lleg e  
experience made th is  adm ission. The cross-tabu lation s present 
d e fin ite  evidence tlia t in  the sample population the le a s t  educated 
a re  mere l ik e ly  to  think that dental caries ar® caused, by an 
excessive d ie t  o f  sw eets; whereas the :;ior« educated b elieve  that 
m ineral d e fic ien c ie s  in  d ie t  and n eg lect and improper care are 
responsib le fo r  caries*
R elationships sim ilar to  that mentioned above hold true for  
both r a c ia l  groups# I t  is  quite s ig n if ic a n t th a t, although such 
thing a a s  patent medicines and hot foods are mentioned by the lower 
educational c la sse s  as causes o f  dental c a r ie s , they are not men­
tioned by the high est c lass*  This would seem, to  ind icate that any 
e f fo r t  toward ra is in g  the le v e l o f education w il l  r e su lt  in  b etter  
dental health*
The canses o f gum b o ils  * Formal education o f informants 
apparently  does not bear a con sisten t re la tio n  to  th eir  opinions con­
cerning the causes of gum b o i l s .  The data show th a t, although a 
la rger proportion (66 per cent) o f informants in  the lowest educa­
tio n a l b racket did not know or have on opinion as to  the cause of 
gum b o i ls ,  proportionately fewer informants in  the middle (43 per 
cent) than higher (50 per oent) educational brackets wore ignorant in  
th is  respect*  S im ilarly  greater proportions o f the middle educational 
c la s s  were of th© b e l ie f  that decayed or abscessed tee th  caused gum 
boils*  R acial comparisons are not ju s t i f ie d  because there are no 
ffegroes in  the  h ighest educational c la ss*  H ypothetically, i t  i*
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The Primary Cannes 
o f  D entalC ariee
know 29 10.1 8 4 .2 0
Excessive sn eets
i n  d ie t 80 28 .1 41 21.6 3
Mineral d e fic ie n ­
c ie s  in  d ie t 50 17 .5 68 35.8 13
Inheritance 6 2.1 1 0 .5 0
Patent m edicines 21 7 .4 1 0 .5 0
Meglect and
Improper care 66 23.2 55 29.0 8
Hot foods 12 4 .2 4 2.1 0
I lln e s s e s  and
d iseases 4 1 .4 3 1.6 0
External damage
t o  te e th 6 2.1 5 2.6 1
Other causes 11 3 .9 4 2.1 0
Total 285
o•8H 190 1GQ.G 25
The Causes o f  
Gum B o ils
Didn*t know 58 65.9 16 43.2 3
Decayed ©r
abscessed tee th 22 25.0 15 40.6 2
Shedding o f  te e th 3 3 .4 0 — 0
Aching tee th 2 2 .3 1 2 .7 0
Other 3 3 .4 5 13.5 1
12.0
19 10.0 8 5 .0 0 ------ 10 10.6 0
a 21.5 33 20.6 3 12.0 39 41 .5 8
35 18.3 58 36.3 13 52.0 15 16 .0 10
5 2.6 1 0.6 0 — , 1 1.1 G
21 11.0 1 0.6 0 ------ 0 — 0
47 24.6 45 28.1 8 32.0 19 20.2 10
9 4 .7 3 1 .9 0 —— 3 3 .2 1
2 1.0 3 1 .9 0 — 2 2.1 0
4 2.1 5 3 .1 1 4 .0 2 2.1 0
S 4 .2 3 1 .9 0 ------ 3 3 .2 1
191 100.0 160 1QQ.0 25 100*0 94 100.0 30
36 66.6 14 43 .8 3 50.0 22 64 .7 2
14 25.9 14 43.8 2 33.3 8 23.5 1
1 1 .9 0 0 — 2 5 .9 0
1 1 .9 0 — - 0 1 2 .9 1
2 3.7 4 12.4 1 16.7 1 3 .0 1
5 3 . 3  a
0
„  0
53.3 0
3 .3  0
4 .0             0
3 .4  0
$0.0  36 64 .6  14 43.8 3 $ .  22 .   4 0 .0  0
33*3 14 25 .9  14 43.8 2 33 .3  8 23 .5   20.0 0
  0
-  20.0  0
16.7  2 3 .7  4 12 .4  1 16 .7  1 3 .0   2G.0 0
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Opinions Total
Formal Education o f  Iitforaantg"
,  1 wixlio '
8-12 8-12
s
I
gum-: Per : Suat- s Per t 
ber scent i ber soent s
Hum-sPer t 
ber tcent :
Nura-:Per 
ber scent
s Jfum-sPer i 
: ber scent i
Buia-sPer t 
ber scent j
tosr-iPer 
ber *«ent
t Hum-tPer : 
s ber ccent t
Hum-tPer 
bar scent
The Causes o f  
toothaches 
Didn* t  know 80 40 .4 23 21.9 5 45 .5 50 38.2 18 19 .6 5 4 5 .5 30 45 .5 5 38 .5 0  ----
Excessive av ests  
in  d ie t 6 3 .0 2 1 .9 0 — 3 2 .2 2 2 .2 0 —i—p- 3 4*5 O — 0 -----
External damage 
to  te e th 1 0 .5 2 1 .9 0 0 2 2 .2 G 1 1 .5 0  — 0 ----
Shedding o r  cu t­
t in g  of te e th 10 5 .2 2 1 .9 0 ---- 7 5 .3 2 2 .2 0 —— 3 4 .5 0 ---- o —
decayed or 
abscessed te e th 95 4 6 .2 71 86.? 6 54.5 67 51.1 63 68 .5 6 54 .5 28 4 2 .4 6 61 .5 0  ----
Other 5 2 .5 5 4 .7 0  ---- 4 3 .2 5 5 .3 0 — 1 1 .6 0  ---- 0  ----
T otal 197 100.0 105 100.0 11 100.0 131 100.0 92 100.0 11 100.0 66 100.0 13 100.0 0 —
The Primary Beesons 
Parents neg lect 
Dental Care fo r  
Children
P aren ta l apathy % 32.8 96 50.5 13 52.0 65 33 .9 86 53.8 13 52 .0 29 30*5 10 33 .4 0 _
F in an cia l Drobleaisll6 40 .4 47 24.7 2 8 .0 ?8 40.6 37 23.1 2 8 .0 38 40 .0 10 33 .3 o  ----
Think d en ia l care 
unnecessary 42 14.6 37 19.5 8 32 .0 24 12.5 28 17 .5 8 32.0 18 18 .9 9 30 .0 0  —
Trans port a t  ion 
d i f f i c u l t i e s 17 5 .9 6 3 .2 1 4 .0 12 6 .3 5 3 .1 1 4 .0 5 5*2 1 3 .3  
0  .—
0  —
la ck  e f  av a ilab le  
serv ices 7 2 .4 4 2.1 1 4 .0 6 3 .1 4 2 .5 1 4 .0 1 1 .1 0  ----
Lack o f assurance S 2 .8 0 - — G ---- 5 2 .6 0 — 0 — 3 3 .2 0  — 0 ----
O ther 3 1 .1 0 — 0 ---- 2 1 .0 0 ---- 0 — ■ 1 1 .1 G ~ 0  _
T otal 287 100.0 190 100.0 25 100.0 192 100.0 160 100.0 25 105.0 95 100.0 30 100 .0 0 -----
o
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p o ssib le  to  a ttr ib u te  th is  apparent lack o f r e la t io n  between the  two 
variab les to  the fo o t that gum b o ils  rep resen t one phase o f d en ta l 
disorders upon whioh publio education has not touched# Because o f  
th is#  on ly  those persons who eome In  oontaot w ith the d iso rder a re  
assumed to  have s u f f ic ie n t  knowledge o f i t  to  express an opinion#
th e pauses of toothaches* There la  not as d ire c t  a re la t io n ­
ship  between education and opinions concerning the causes o f to o th ­
aches as might be expected# In fact# a g rea te r  proportion of the 
informants in  the h ighest educational bracket than those of the 
middle or lower b rackets did no t know or have an opinion on what 
caused toothaches# Too# proportionate ly  more o f them in  the middle 
educational c la s s  than in  the  lew or high c lass  expressed the opinion 
th at decayed or abscessed te e th  caused toothaches# Again comparisons 
e f  r a c ia l d iffe ren ces  are  no t fe a s ib le  because no Negro informants 
had gone to  college# We may hypo thetica lly  re la te  th is  lack of 
association #  as in  the previous instance# to  the f a c t  th a t  public 
education does n o t emphasise den ta l d isorders as much as den ta l 
hygiene#
The primary reasons why parents neg lect d en ta l oare fo r  
children* Formal education appears to  bear a d ire c t  re la t io n  to  the 
opinions o f informants regarding the primary reasons fo r parents* 
n eg lec ting  d en ta l oare fo r children* To begin with# the co rre la tio n  
between education and the proportions of informants of the b e lie f  
th a t  paren ts n eg lec t d en ta l oare fo r ch ildren  because o f apathy is  
s ig n if ic an t*  The fig u res  show 52 per cent o f th e  upper educational
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c la s s ,  30 par oent o f  the middle educational c la s s , and $3 per om it 
o f  tho  lower educational c la ss  who ware o f th is  opinion. F inancial 
problems were named more o ften  by the  informants in  the lower edu­
ca tio n a l brackets (40 per oent) than by those in  th® middle (26 per 
s e a t)  and upper c la sse s  (8 per oent)* Apparently the persons w ith
high education e ith e r  have more money or do no t place as  high a
sig n ifica n ce  upon i t s  lack as a cause of den ta l neg lect as do those
among the lower educational groups, the re la tio n sh ip  between edu­
ca tion  and opinions concerning the reasons Wiy parents n eg lec t d en ta l 
oare fo r  ohildren i s  fu rth e r  brought out in  the proportions of inform­
ants expressing the b e l ie f  th a t  d en ta l oare was neglected because 
parents thought i t  unnecessary* Whites and Negroes d i f f e r  l i t t l e  in  
the above r e sp e c ts , and the  f ig u res  fo r them are  co n s is ten t w ith 
those for th e  population as a whole*
The s ix -y ea r molar* There is  a d ire c t re la tio n sh ip  between 
form al education o f  inform ants and th e ir  knowledge o f the p o s itio n  of 
the s ix -y ear molar* T h ir ty -s ix  per o en t, 11 per oen t, and 6 per oent 
e f  the  upper, m iddle, and lower educational c la s se s , re sp ec tiv e ly , 
knew i t s  position* The re la tio n sh ip  i s  n o t as c lo se , however, 
between formal education and knowledge o f the permanence of these 
teeth*  Although p ro p o rtio n a te ly  fewer o f the lowest educational group 
than o f the h ig h est knew th a t  the s ix -y ear molar was permanent, a 
g rea te r  proportion  o f the middle group ind icated  knowledge of th is  
fac t*  N either race d if fe r s  s ig n if ic a n tly  from the other in  respect 
to  these  re la tio n sh ip s*
TABLE XXVII
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FCHkAL EDUCATION OF INFORMANTS AND KNOWLEDGE OF 
CERTAIN DENTAL FACTS, KITH CONP^ fOSOHS BT BACE
Formal Education o fIn fo rm an ta  
T o ta l : Tiftiltc B*£TO
 8 3 5 "  I f T
Nub-:Per : 
ber tcen t t
Must-: Per : 
b e r tcen t t
Num-tPer : 
b a r scent :
Mum-:Per : 
b e r scent :
tfam-sPer s 
b e r tcen t t
Mum-1 Per * 
b er tcen t s
Msua-sPer s 
b e r scent s
Nam-:Per 
b e r  1cen t
s Hum-:Per 
: b e r scent
The Six Tear tfol&r
Position
Permanency
14
118
4*®
42.8
20
114
10.6
60.0
9
12
36.0
48.0
11
87
5.7
45.1
18
95
11.3
59.4
9
12
36.0
48.0
3
31
3.2
37.3
2
19
6.7
63.3
0 ----
0 -----
The Boots o f 
Deciduous Teeth 52 11.1 17 9.0 7 28.0 26 13.5 17 10.8 7 28.0 6 6.3 0 0  -----
Deciduous Teeth 
^nterferinff w ith 
Permanent Teeth 236 81#? 152 80.0 21 84.0 162 83.5 12? 79.4 21 84.0 74 77.9 25 83.3 0 -----
The P o s s ib il i ty  o f 
Repairing Aching 
Teeth 101 35.2 113 59.5 20 80.0 79 41.1 100 62.5 20 80.0 22 23.2 13 43.3 0 ----
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The r o o ts  o f  deolduous t e e t h ,  Th® data show a  p o s i t  lire b u t  
in c o n s is t e n t  a s ffo o ia t io n  betw een form al ed u ca tion  and knowledge o f  th® 
f * e t  th a t  th e  r o o ts  o f  deeld uous t e e t h  a r e  a s  long a s  th o se  o f  perm­
anent t e e t h  b e fo r e  a b s o r p t io n . Whereas 11 per oen t o f  th e  lo w e st  
e d u c a tio n a l c la s s  knew t h i s  f a c t ,  o n ly  9 per o e n t o f  th e  m iddle  
e d u c a tio n a l c la s s  b u t 28 per oent o f  th e  upper o la e s  were aware o f  
i t .  Among w h ite s  th e  p ro p o rtio n s  were 14 , 11 , and 28 per c e n t ,  
r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  in  th e  th r e e  grou p s. I t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  to  n o te  th a t  
o n ly  in  th e  low er e d u c a t io n a l c la s s  were th e re  any Negro inform ants  
who p r o fe s se d  suoh knowledge (6 per o e n t ) .
D eciduous t e e t h  in t e r f e r in g  w ith  permanent t e e t h ,  E d u cation al 
s ta tu s  seem s t o  bear l i t t l e  r e la t io n s h ip  to  th e  p rop ortion s o f  inform ­
a n ts  who knew th a t  decid uous t e e t h  whioh in te r fe r e d  w ith  th e  proper 
a lignm ent o f  permanent t e e t h  shou ld  be e x tr a c ted *  The p rop ortion s  
o f  in form ants a t  a l l  th r e e  e d u c a tio n a l l e v e l s  who had t h is  knowledge 
were h ig h . I t  would seem th a t  t h i s  In form ation  has been th orou gh ly  
d issem in a ted  among a l l  th e  p e o p le . A t any r a t e ,  th e  data show th a t  
62 per e e n t  o f  th e  lo w e s t , 80 per o e n t o f  th e  m id d le , and 84 per 
o en t o f  th e  h ig h e s t  e d u c a t io n a l groups reported  th a t  th ey  knew t h is  
f a c t .  R a c ia l  com parisons lo s e  v a l i d i t y  fo r  th e  same reason — th a t  i s ,  
th e r e  are  suoh h igh  p ro p o rtio n s  in  a l l  groups p o sse ss in g  knowledge 
o f  th e  above f a c t  th a t  th e r e  I s  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  by e d u c a tio n a l  
s t a t u s .
The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e p a ir in g  ach in g  t e e t h .  There i s  a p o s i t iv e  
r e la t io n  betw een form al ed u ca tio n  and knowledge o f  the f a c t  th a t  ach in g
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t e e t h  can o f t e n  bo r e p a ir e d . The a r o s e - ta b u la t io n s  p r e sen t d e f in i t e  
ev id en ce  t h a t  tho  l e a s t  ©duo a ted, groups are l e s s  l i k e l y  to  know th is  
f a c t  than  th e  o th e r  two g ro u p s. T h ir t y - f iv e ,  6 0 , and 80 per e e n t  in  
th e  lo w , m id d le , and h ig h  e d u c a t io n a l c l a s s e s ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  rep o r ted  
th a t  th e y  know a o h in g  to o th  wore n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  beyond r e p a ir .  T his  
a s s o c ia t io n  betw een e d u ca tio n  and knowledge o f  t h i s  f a c t  h o ld s tru e  
fo r  b o th  th e  N egroes and th e  w h it e s .
R e lig io u s  A f f i l i a t i o n  B e la ted  t o  Knowledge and 
O pinions o f  Certain  D ental j f a t s  “ ~
How r e l i g io u s  groups in f lu e n c e  th e  m e n ta lity  and conduct o f  
t h e ir  members has a lr e a d y  been d is c u s s e d . I t  i s  now p o s s ib le  t o  t e s t  
fo r  a s s o c ia t io n  betw een an in farm an t»s r e l ig io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  and h is  
knowledge and o p in io n s  o f  c e r ta in  d e n ta l f a c t s .  S in ce  P r o te s ta n t  
e v a n g e lic a l  denom inations a l l  r e p r e se n t  decentre H ee d  ty p e s  o f  church 
o r g a n is a t io n , and a l l  s t r e s s  th e  same fundam ental d o c tr in e s ,  i t  i s  
j u s t i f i a b l e  t o  group them to g e t h e r . The Roman C a th o lic  Church, on 
th e  e th e r  hand, r e p r e se n ts  a c e n tr a l iz e d  type o f  church o r g a n iza tio n  
and d i f f e r s  fu n d am en ta lly  in  d o o tr in e  from th e  P r o te s ta n t  churches *
No o th er  major church group was r e p r ese n te d  among th e  sample papu la-  
t io n j  th e r e fo r e  th e  t h ir d  and l a s t  o la s s  in c lu d ed  th o se  inform ants  
who p r o fe s s e d  no form al r e l ig io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n #  Of th e  sample 
p o p u la t io n , 60 per e e n t  were C a th o lic , 47 per cen t were P r o te s ta n t ,  
and 5 per o e n t  w ere n o t  fo rm a lly  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  any church* Xn 
v iew  o f  th e  sm a ll number o f  oases  in  t h i s  c l a s s ,  th e  d is c u ss io n  w i l l  
be l im ite d  t o  th o se  who had fo r m a lly  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  a r e l ig io u s
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group* I n te r e s te d  p erson s way c o n s u lt  T ab les XXVXII and 5QCK*
35f. Primary pauses o f  d e n ta l o a r le a * There i s  no s ig n i f i c a n t  
re la tio n sh ip  between r e lig io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  and p rop ortion s o f  inform ­
ants reporting th a t  th e y  d id  n o t know or have an op in ion  upon the  
cause o f dental oaries* The ta b u la t io n s  show th a t  8 per oen t o f  th© 
C atholics and 6 per c e n t o f  th e  P r o te s ta n ts  mad© t h i s  adm ission*  
P rotestan ts, however, a r e  more o f te n  o f  th© b e l i e f  th a t  e x c e s s iv e  
sweets in  d ie t  a r e  r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  d e n ta l c a r ie s *  C & th aliee , on th e  
other hand, are more fr e q u e n t ly  con vin ced  th a t  p a ten t m ed ic in es and 
hot foods are th e  reason s*  The Negroes and w h ite s  b elon g in g  t o  th e se  
r e lig io u s  groups vary  l i t t l e  in t h e ir  o p in io n s  from th e  g en era l  
population*
The cau se  o f  gum b o i l s * C on sid erab ly  gro a to r  p rop ortion s o f  
the C atholic in form ants (71 per c e n t)  than o f  th e  P r o te s ta n t  (50 per 
oent) d id  n et know or have an o p in io n  upon th e  cau se  o f  gum b o ils *
The evidence a ls o  I n d ic a te s  th a t  r e l a t i v e l y  more o f  th e  P r o te s ta n ts  
f e l t  th a t  decayed or a b sc e sse d  t e e t h  caused gum b o ils *  The propor­
tio n s  o f  th e  C a th o lic  and P r o te s ta n t  groups having t h is  op in ion  are  
21 and $6 per c e n t ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly *  R a c ia l  breakdowns show th© w h ites  
and Negroes in  each  r e l i g io u s  group to  hold  e s s e n t i a l l y  th© same 
b e lie fs*
The ca u ses  o f  too th ach es*  Thera seems to  b© a d ir e c t  r e la t io n ­
sh ip  between G fctholiaiam  and ignorance concern ing th e  cau ses o f  
toothaches* A lm ost two f i f t h s  (58 per o e n t)  o f  them a s ooppared w ith  
le s s  than one t h ir d  (32 per cen t) o f th e  P rotestant©  d id  n o t  know or
TABLE xxvzzt
RELATIONSHIP BSTWSSH RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OF ZNFQHHANT AND OPINIONS 
CONCERNING CERTAIN DENTAL FACTS, WITH COMPANIONS BT RACE
Opinions
Concerning:
TotaT ______ __________  i whit#
: Catholic ; P ro testant : Nona i Catholic : P rotest ant t Non# :
: NUffi-:P®r : Num-1Per i Nuia-:P«r t Ifum-tPer i Hum-:Per : Num-:Per i Num~:P«r : Nua*.i per~~’T  '§ m »iFer
: bar :ceat : ber toent t ber tcent : ber icen t : bar icen t i ber icent t bar tcent : ber iecn t : fear icen t
Negro 
: P ro testan t > None
phe Primary Causes 
/o f  Dental Caries 
Bidn»t know 20 7 .9 15 6 .4 2 13 .3 19 8 .5 7 4 .9 1 9 .1 1 3 .7 8 8 .6 1 25.0
Excessive sweets 
in  d ie t 53 23 .1 61 26.1 5 33.3 46 20.5 29 20.6 2 18.2 12 44 .5 32 34.5 3 75 .0
Mineral d e fic ien ­
c ie s  in  d ie t 57 22.7 71 30.3 3 20.0 52 23.2 51 36.2 3 27.3 5 18 .5 20 21 .5 0
Inheritance 4 1 .6 3 1 .4 0 — 4 1 .8 2 1 .4 0 0 .— _ 1 1 .1 0 •  M M I
Patent medicines 22 8 . 8 0 0 22 9 .8 0 M - 0 0 0 0 « » « * •* »
Neglect and 
improper care 62 24.7 63 26.9 4 26.7 56 25.0 40 28.4 4 36 .3 6 22.2 23 24.7 0
Hot foods 12 4 .3 4 1 .7 0 — 11 4 .9 1 0 .7 0 — ~ 1 3 .7 3 3 .2 0 - w
I lln e s s e s  and 
d iseases 2 0 .3 5 2 .1 0 ni ^ 2 0 .9 3 2 .1 0 0 2 2 .1 0
External damage 
to  te e th 4 1 .6 7 3.0 1 6 .7 3 1 .4 6 4 .3 1 9 .1 1 3 .7 1 1 .1 0
Other causes 10 4 .0 5 2 .1 0 — 9 4 .0 2 1 .4 0 —— 1 3 .7 3 3 .2 0 —
Total 251 100.0 234 100.0 15 100.0 224 100.0 141 1 0 0 . 0 11 100.0 27 100.0 93 100.0 4 100 .0
The Causes of  
D idn't know a 70.7 35 50.0 1 33.3 33 71.7 20 45.5 0 8 66.7 15 57.7 1 100.0
Decayed or 
abscessed te e th 12 20.7 25 35.7 2 66.7 9 19.6 19 43 .2 2 100.0 3 25.0 6 23.1 0
Shedding o f te e th 2 3 .4 1 1 .4 0 — 1 2 .2 0 0 ------------- 1 8.3 1 3 .8 0
0Aching tee th 1 1 .7 2 2.9 0 — - 1 2 .2 0 0 ------------- 0 2 7 .7 J
Other 2 3 .5 7 10.0 0 — — 2 4 .3 5 11.3 0 ------------- 0 . — 2 7 .7 0 —
T otal 53 8 • O 70 100.0 3 100.0 46 100.0 44 100.0 2 100.0 12 100.0 26 100.0 1 100 .0
TABLB XXVIII{G©ntinu*«>
RELATIONSHIP BSTWSM RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OP INFORMANT AND OPINIONS 
CONCERNING CERTAIN DENTAL PACTSt WITH COMPARISONS BI RAGE
Opinions
Concerning:
■L‘___________ T otal..7 .............   _
i Catholio tP ro te s ta n t *. None t C a th o l ic __
: Nub* - :Per t Run-?Per : Hum-iPer : Num-tPer i Num-iPer :
t  ber icent t ber toent t ber toent g ber toent
W hite ’ » —I M S ! _____________
iProtestant « None t Catholic {Protestant : None
t ffl- * s Nuia-: Per t Nuib^  tPer : Huor* :Per V j p
The Causes of 
Toothaches 
D idn 't know 56 38.4 50 31.6 2 22.2 47 37.0 25 25.3 1
Excessive sweets 
in  d ie t 5 3.4 3 1.9 0 — 5 3.9 0 • — 0
External damage 
to te e th 2 1.3 1 0.6 0 ---- 1 0.8 1 1.0 0
Shedding o r cu t­
tin g  of te e th 9 6.2 3 1.9 0 ---- 8 6.3 1 1.0 0
Decayed o r 
abscessed te e th 68 46.6 9? 61.4 7 77.8 60 47.2 69 69.7 7
Other 6 4.1 4 2.6 0 — 6 4.8 3 3.0 0
T otal 146 100.0 158 100.0 9 100.0 127 100.0 99 a 8 e © 8a 100.0
m-t
ber icent :
nw  : 
her tcent ;
Muai-sPer 
her tcent
9 47.3 25 42 .4 1 100.0
0 — 3 5 .1 0  ----
1 5 .3 0 — 0 ----
1 5.3 2 3.4 0 ----
8 42.1 28 47.4 0 ----
0 — 1 1.7 0 —
19 100.0 59 100.0 1 100.0
The Priisary Reasons 
Parents Neglect 
Dental Care fo r  
Children
Paren tal apathy 
F in an c ia l problems 
Think d en ta l care 
unnecessary 
Transportation  
d i f f ic u l t ie s  
Lack o f av a ilab le  
se rv ices
94 37.3 104 44.2 5 33.3 89 39.5 71 50.4 4 36.3 5 18.5 33 35.1 1
99 39.3 60 25.5 6 40.0 85 37.8 2? 19.1 5 45.5 14 51.9 33 35.1 1
2 6 10.3 58 24.7 3 20.0 24 10.7 35 24.8 1 9.1 2 7.4 23 24.4 2
20 7.9 3 1.3 1 6.7 15 6.7 2 1.4 1 9.1 5 18.5 1 1.1 0
6 2.4 6 2.6 0 6 2.7 5 3.6 0 0 1 1.1 0
25.0
25.0
50.0
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express an o p in io n  con cern in g  th e  cause o f  too th a ch es*  7h® C a th o lic s  
Were a ls o  more fr e q u e n t ly  o f  th e  o p in io n  th a t e x c e s s iv e  sw eets in  
and shedding op c u t t in g  o f  teeth , caused toothache®# There was 
a h ig h  a s s o c ia t io n ,  on th e  o th er  handa between P r o testa n tism  and th e  
b e lie f  th a t  decayed or a b sc e sse d  t e e t h  were th e  o&use o f  to o th a c h e s# 
61 per c e n t o f  them as compared w ith 47 per ce n t o f  the C a th o lic s  
being o f  t h i s  op in ion *  R a c ia l d if f e r e n c e s  do n o t appear to  b© 
s ig n ific a n t on th is  q u estio n *
The prim ary rea so n s why p aren ts n e g le c t  d e n ta l car® fo r  
ch ild ren * There i s  a d e f in i t e  in t e r - r e la t io n  between r e l ig io u s  
a f f i l ia t io n  and o p in io n  concerning; th e  prim ary reason s fo r  parents*  
n eg lect o f  d e n ta l  car© fo r  ch ild ren *  P r o p o r tio n a te ly  more P r o tes­
tan ts held th a t  p a r e n ta l apathy and th e  f a c t  th a t  p aren ts d id  n o t  
thlnfe such c a r e  i s  n e c e ssa r y  were th e  reason s th e y  n e g le c t  d e n ta l  
care* C a th o lic s  more fr e q u e n t ly  wore convinced  th a t  f in a n c ia l  prob­
lem s and tr a n s p o r ta t io n  d i f f i c u l t i e s  were r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  t h i s  
n e g le c t*  R a o la l d i f f e r e n c e s  were too  s l i g h t  to  be o f  s ig n if ic a n c e *  
The s ix -y e a r  molar* Inform ants* knowledge concern ing the  
p o sitio n  and permanency o f  th e  s ix -y e a r  molar seems to  be a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  t h e ir  r e l i g io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  to  some e x te n t .  Of the C a th o lic s  
6 per c e n t  knew th e  p o s i t io n  o f  t h i s  to o th ;  whereas 9 per c e n t  o f  
th e  P r o te s ta n ts  p o sse sse d  t h is  knowledge* The a s s o c ia t io n  i s  more 
pronounced in  th e  ta b u la t io n s  o f  th o se  knowing th a t  the s ix -y e a r  molar 
was permanent* F o r ty - f iv e  per c e n t o f  the C a th o lic s  as compared w ith  
51 per c e n t  o f  th e  P r o te s ta n t  in form ants were aware o f  t h is  fa c t*
T A B IS XXIX
RELATIONSHIP BOTWSW R8LIOIOOS AFFILIATION CP ISFOBKAHT AND KHOWUHXJS 
OP CERTAIN DENTAL PACTS, WITH COMPARISONS ST RACE
♦* R eligious A f f i l ia t io n  "of Inform ants
J t o t a l i White s
Knowledge o f: : C atholic (P ro tes tan t t Rone : Catholic tP ro te s ta n t i irons t C atholic tP ro te s ta n t s Rone
:
........ .............JL
Huia-sP&r 
b e r jcen t
s Kura-s Per : 
i h e r scent :
Runt-(Per 
ber caent
: Rum-:Per 
: ber tcen t
8 |ftsa^:Per 
s h e r tcen t
t Htam-iPer % 
i b er seent t
Riua-sPer 
b e r  seent
: Rum-:For s 
s b e r  seent s
Wua-sPer 
b e r  seent
th e  S ix  Year Molar 
Position  
Permanency
21
113
8,3
44-7
22 9*4 
124 50.6
0 -----
7 46.7
20
106
S. 8 
46.9
18
83
12.9
58.9
0 -----
5 45.5
1
7
3.7
25.9
4
41
4.3
39.4
0 —  
2 50.0
The Roots o f 
Deciduous Teeth 30 11,8 24 10.3 2 14.3 29 12.8 19 13.8 2 20.0 1 3.7 5 5.3 0 -----
Deciduous Teeth 
in te r fe r in g  with 
Permanent Teeth 209 82*3 18? 79.6 13 86.7 190 83.7 no 78.0 10 90.9 19 70.4 77
i
81.9 3 75.0
The P o s s ib i l i ty  of 
Repairing Aching
106 42*1 11? 49.8 11 73*3 98 43.6 93 66.0 8 72.7 8 29.6 24 25.5 3 75.0
09
1
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Bfteiftl d iffe rences in  in ter -r e la tio n s  o f knowledge with r e lig io u s  
groups a re  neg lig ib le*
The roots of deciduous t e s th . Although s l ig h t ly  greater  
proportions o f C atholics seemed to  know that the roots o f deciduous 
te e th  a re  as long as those of permanent tooth before being absorbed* 
the d iffe ren ce  i s  no t great enough to  be of sign ificance* Twelve 
per sen t and 10 per cent* r e sp e c tiv e ly , o f the Catholic and Protes­
ta n t  groups knew th is  f a c t .  Among whites larger proportions of 
C atholics repo rted  such knowledge, but among Negroes r e la t iv e ly  more 
P ro tes tan ts  than C atholics were informed#
Deciduous te e th  in te r fer  mg with permanent te e th * The d is t r i­
bution o f  inform ants in  the two re lig io u s  groups having knowledge 
of the  f a c t  th a t  deciduous tee th  which in terfered  with p e r m a n e n t  
te e th  should be ex trac ted  do not show p o sitiv e  relationship* Although 
a s l ig h t ly  g rea te r  proportion of the Catholics than o f th© Protes­
ta n ts  knew of th i s  f a c t ,  th© d ifferen ce  is  not s ig n ifica n t*  Racial 
comparisons show th at white Cs.tho3.ios knew of th is  fa c t more often  
than white P ro te s ta n ts , but a lso  that ffegro Protestants more often  
than Negro C atholics had th is  information*
The p o s s ib i l i ty  o f rep a irin g  aching te e th * Religious 
a f f i l i a t io n  i s  d ire c t ly  co rre la ted  w ith knowledge o f  the fa c t that an 
aching to o th  can be repaired* The Protestants more often than th© 
Cathollos were aware o f th is*  50 per cent of them as compared with 
42 per cen t o f the Catholics* In terestin g ly  enough, although more 
whit© P ro tes tan ts  than white Catholics knew th is  fa c t ,  among Negroes
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more C atholic# than protostante exhib ited  such inform ation.
Level o f Living Related to  Cor ta in  Knowledge
an<j Opinions o f Dental Pact's.......
In order to  t e s t  whether or not le v e l of liv in g  was associated
with c e r ta in  knowledge, opin ions, and a tt itu d e s , a le v e l-o f - l iv in g  
index had to  be computed. This was don© by combining th© follow ing  
items in to  one f ig u re : condition  o f house, persons per room, water
supply, t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  e le c t r ic i t y ,  rad io , and automobile. The 
method employed by Hagood in  the construction of county indexes of 
planes of l iv in g  m s used as a b asis for determining th© r e la t iv e  
weights to  be assigned various items.® A fter each family*s level** 
o f-liv in g  index had been determined, th© whole group was sorted into  
th ree  e q u a l- in te rv a l c la sse s :  the lower th ird , including 27 per cent
of the fam ilies  $ the middle th ird , including 51 per oent$ and th©
upper th i rd ,  including 22 per cen t. C ross-tabulations were then 
made between th© lev© 1 -o f- liv in g  c la sse s  to  which th© informants 
belonged and th e ir  knowledge and opinions of certa in  dental fa c ts .  
These appear in  Tables XXX and XXXI.
The primary cause® o f dental carle®. Thor© 1® no question of 
the d irec t re la tio n sh ip  between le v e l of liv in g  and opinions concern­
ing the causes of dental c a r ie s . In the f i r s t  p lace, although 11 per 
cent o f the lower index c la ss  did not know or have an opinion on what 
eaused c a r le s ,  only 9 per cent o f the middle index c la ss  and no one
6 Op* © it* , pp. 225-254.
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fae Primary Cause*
& D ental C a ries"" 
Didn*t know 
E xcessive sv e s ts
in  d ie t  
M ineral d e fic ien ­
c ie s  in  d ie t  
In h eritan ce  
Paten t m edicines 
Neglect and 
improper care 
Hot foods 
I lln e s s e s  and 
d iseases 
In te rn a l  damage 
to  te e th  
O ther causes
T o tal
The Causes of 
Sum B oils 
Bidn, t  knov 
Decayed o r 
abscessed te e th  
Shedding of te e th  
Aching te e th  
Other
T o ta l
14 10.6 23 9.0 0 --------- 9 16.1 19 8.9 0 — 5 6.6 4 9.4 0 —
43 3 2 .6 65 25.3 16 14.4 12 21.4 48 22.4 15 14.2 31 40.8 17 39.5 1 20.0
13 9.9 62 24.1 56 50.5 4 7.1 50 23.4 54 50.9 9 11.9 12 27.9 2 40.C
1 0.8 5 2.0 1 0.9 0 5 2.3 1 0.9 1 1.3 0 — 0 —
6 4.5 15 5.8 1 0.9 6 10.7 15 7.0 1 0.9 0 — - 0 ------------ 0 ------------
32 24.2 64 24.9 33 29.7 13 23.2 55 25.7 31 29.2 19 25.0 9 20.9 2 40.0
S 6.1 7 2.7 1 0.9 5 8.9 6 2.9 1 1.0 3 3*9 1 2.3 0
4 3.0 2 0.8 1 0.9 2 3.6 2 0.9 1 1.0 2 2.6 0 --------- 0 ---------
5 3.6 5 1.9 2 1.8 3 5.4 5 2.3 2 1.9 2 2.6 0 0 _
6 4.5 9 3.5 0 —=— 2 3.6 9 4.2 0 — 4 5.3 0 --------- 0 ------------
132 100.0 257 100.0 111 M 3 » O 56 H 8 b 214 100.0 106 100.0 76 100.0 43 100.0 5 100.0
27 64*2 42 56.7 6 53.3 11 64.7 34 55.8 7 53.8 16 64.0 8 61.5 1 50.0
9 21.4 25 33.8 5 33.3 5 29.4 21 34.4 4 30.8 4 16.0 4 30.8 1 50.02 4.6 0 ™ 1 6.7 0 — 0 — - 1 7.7 2 8.0 0 0 ✓ v  # v2 4.8 1 1.4 0 _ 0 1 1.6 0 * — 2 8*0 0 02 4.8 6 8.1 1 6.7 1 5.9 5 8,2 1 7.7 1 4.0 1 7.7 0 - —
42 100.0 74 100.0 15 100.0 1? 100.0 61 100.0 13 loo.o 25 1GQ.0 13 100.0 2 100.0
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TABU XXX ( Continued)
RELATIONSHIP BSfWXBN LEVEL OF LXYXHd OF INF0BMAMT3 AW) OPINIONS C0W51SXBW 
CERTAIN DENTAL FACTS, NIT!! COMPARISONS BT RACK
Level o f Living o f In fernan te
T otal s wfeI t* s Negroopinions -
0-33 : 34-66 : 67-100 s 0-33  t 34-66 t 67-100 s 0 -33  t 34-46 t 67-100
: Nun-:Per : 
5 bar tcant i
Nun-:Per : 
ber scent s
Rum-sPer i 
ber tcent :
Mum-:Per ; 
ber icen t :
Hum-iPer : 
ber scent s
Nu*-jPer : 
ber scent s
Hu*-! Per s 
ber scent t
Rum-iPer s 
ber scent :
Rum-1Per 
ber seent
Th* Causes o f  
Toothache* 
D idn't know 34 42*5 60 34.5 14 23.7 14 45 .2 46 31.5 13 22.8 20 40 .8 14 50.0 1 50.©
Excessive sweets 
in  d ie t 3 3 .8 4 2 .3 1 1 .7 1 3 .2 3 2 .1 1 1 .8 2 4 .1 1 3 .6 0  —
E xternal damage 
to  te e th 1 1*2 0 ---- 2 3 .4 0 0 m ^ r r r 2 3 .5 1 2 .1 0 — 0 —
Shedding or  cut­
t in g  o f te e th 6 7*5 4 2 .3 2 3 .4 3 9 .7 4 2 .7 2 3 .5 3 6 .1 0 — 0 -----
Decayed or  
abscessed te e th 35 43 .8 101 58.0 36 61 .0 13 41 .9 88 60 .3 35 61 .4 22 44 .9 13 4 6 .4 1 50 .0
Other 1 1 .2 5 2 .9 4 6 .8 G — 5 3 .4 4 7 .0 1 2 .0 0 — 0 —~
T ota l 80 100.0 174 100.0 59 100.0 31 100.0 146 100.0 57 100.0 49 100.0 28 100.0 2 100.0
Th* Primary Reasons 
Parents Neglect 
D ental Care fo r  
Children
P aren ta l apathy 43 32.1 112 43.6 48 43 .3 20 35.1 97 45 .3 47 44.4 23 29 .9 15 34 .9 1 20. G
F in an c ia l problems 47 35.1 90 35.0 28 25.2 22 38.6 71 33 .2 24 22.7 25 32.5 19 4 4 .2 4  80 .0
Think den ta l care 
unnecessary 2? 20 .2 34 13.2 26 23.4 8 14.0 26 12.2 26 24.5 19 24.7 8 18 .6 0 —
T ransporta tion
d i f f i c u l t i e s 9 6 .7 12 4 .7 3 2 .7 3 5.3 12 5 .6 3 2 .8 6 7 .8 0 ----- 0 -----
Lack o f ava ilab le  
serv ices 2 1 .5 7 2 .7 3 2 .7 2 3 .5 6 2 .8 3 2 .8 0 1 2 .3 0  — .
Lack o f assurance 3 2 .2 2 0 .8 3 2 .7 0 — 2 0 .9 3 2 .8 3 3 .8 0 — 0 -----
Other 3 2 .2 0 — 0 — 2 3 .5 0 — 0 — 1 1 .3 0 — 0 -----
T otal 134 100.0 257 100.0 111 100.0 57 100.0 214 100.0 106 100.0 77 100.0 43 100.0 5 100.0
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in  tli* upper Index o l i a i  lacked th is  knowledge• Second, excessive 
sweets i s  d ie t  (a fh o t which has long been a p a r t o f  popular b e l ie f s )  
was mentioned by one th i rd  o f the lower index c la s s , and one fo u rth  
of the  middle index c la s s ,  bu t by le ss  than one s ix th  o f the upper 
index o la s s . T h ird , m ineral d e fic ien c ies  in  d ie t  (something s tre ssed  
i t  eon temporary educational programs) was named by only 10 per cent 
o f  the lower index c la s s ,  bu t by 24 per cent of the  middle index 
c la ss  and SO per een t of the  upper index class* F in a lly , n eg lec t 
and improper ea rs  o f  te e th  (which has a lso  been streamed of la te )  
was se lec ted  as the prime eause o f c a r ie s  by fewer persons in  the  
lower index c la s s  than In the  middle and upper index classes* Race 
comparisons show th a t  although among the whites there  is  a d ire c t 
re la tio n sh ip  between le v e l of liv in g  and opinion as to  the primary 
causes o f d en ta l c a r ie s ,  th e  Hegroes d i f f e r  in  some minor respects*
The causes c f  gum b o i l s * Informants * opinions about the cause 
o f gun b e l ls  bear some re la t io n  to  th e ir  lev e ls  of living* Data 
concerning th i s  phenomenon show th a t  64 per oent of the lower level* 
o f- liv ln g  index c la ss  re p lie d  th a t  they did not know the  causes of 
gum b o i ls ,  bu t only 67 per oent of the middle and 58 per oent o f the 
upper index c lasses  made th is  reply* In the lower index c lass  over 
one f i f t h  (21 per een t)  o f the persons reported  th a t  decayed or 
abscessed te e th  caused gum bo ils*  Approximately one th ird  of the 
middle and the higher index o lass  were o f the  same opinion* Although 
6 per cen t o f the  lower index o lass mentioned aching te e th  as the 
eause o f gum b o l ls ,  only 1 per oent o f the middle index o lass and
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no one la  the h igher Index o lass  held th is  b e l ie f .  In te re s tin g ly  
enough, Negroes seem to  show more connection between le v e l-o f- liv in g  
end opinion concerning the eause o f gum b o lls  than do w hites.
The onuses o f toothaches.  A d e f in ite  p a tte rn  of r e la t io n s h ip  
appears in  the  tab u la tio n s  of opinions concerning the causes of tooth* 
ashes w ith  lev e ls  of l iv in g . S ig n if ic a n tly , more of the low index  
olass (42 per een t) than of the middle (34 per oent) and high  c la s s e s  
(24 per een t) did no t know the causes of toothaches. On the other 
hand, a g re a te r  proportion  of the higher index o lass (61 per cent) 
than o f the middle (66 per oent) and lower (44 per oent) c la s s e s  
a ttr ib u te d  toothaches to  decayed or abscessed te e th .  Hot enough  
persons mentioned any one o ther cause o f toothaches to  make i t  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n if ic a n t .  I t  is  in te re s tin g  th a t  Negroes, in con­
t r a s t  to  the  w h ites, do no t show le v e l of liv in g  to  have a d ire c t 
bearing on ignorance as to  the causes of toothaches. I t  may be th a t  
lev e l o f l iv in g  is  no t asso cia ted  as o lo se ly  w ith education among 
Negroes as among whites*
The primary reasons fo r parents ' neg lec t of denta I care for 
ch ild ren . Informants * opinions concerning the reasons fo r p a ren ts ' 
negleot of den tal care fo r c h ild re n , though varying a l i t t l e  with 
lev e l o f l iv in g , do not show a d ire c t re la tio n sh ip  co n s is te n tly .
For in s tan ce , p aren ta l apathy was mentioned by 32 per oent of the 
lower index c la s s ,  44 per oent of the middle c la s s , and 43 per oen t  
o f th e  higher o la s s .  As would be expected, finances were l i s t e d  more 
o ften  by the  lower and middle than by the upper index c la sse s . The
m iddle l e v e l  o f  l i v i n g  clans i s  wout o f lin o w with respect; to  the  
op in io n  th a t  p a ren ts  n e g le c t  dental car© for children b@oc-.M8B they  
th in k  i t  i s  uunpCQt i t...u a n e t  oon for miny to any hypothesis o f a 
con tin u ou s in t e r - r e la t io n *  Thor© in no doubt, however, that tran-?— 
p orta ticm  d i f f i c u l t i e s  are more real, to  the lower index c la sse s , sine© 
7 per c e n t  o f  them , a s  compared with 5 per eent of the middle and 
3 per eent o f th© upper elaa-ms mentioned th is  ass the reason for 
parent©• n e g le c t  o f  d e n ta l care fo r  ch ildren . Race d if fe r e n c e s  
em phasise th© f a c t  that Nogroes of a l l  index c lasses fe® l th© 
burden o f  money problem s more keenly than do th© w h ites*
The s ix - y e a r  molar# T’vr©  i s  a d e f in i t e  a s s o c ia t io n  betw een  
th e  l e v e l - o f - l i v i n g  index o f  in form ants and th e ir  knowledge o f  th© 
p o s it io n  and permanence o f  the s ix -y e a r  molar* The f ig u r e s  fo r  inform ­
a n ts  who knew th© p o s i t io n  o f  th e  to o th  are  4 per oent o f  th© lower 
index c l a s s ,  9 per o en t o f  th© m iddle c la s s ,  and 14 per aont o f  th© 
upper o la s s #  F o r ty  per o e n t , 50 per o e n t , and 55 pur oen t o f  th© 
low er , m id d le , end upper index c l a s s e s ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  knew o f  I t s  
permanence# R a c ia l  com parisons show s im ila r  in t e r - r e la t io n s  fo r  th e  
w h ites b u t in d loat©  th a t  the upper index o la s s  o f  Negroes do n ot know 
th eae  f a s t s  nor© than th oso  o f  tho m iddle or lower c la s s e s *
Th© root® o f  deoidaou© t e e t h * There i s  a d ir e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  
between l e v e l  o f  l i v i n g  o f  Inform ants and knowledge o f  th© fa c t  th a t  
tb© r o o ts  o f  deoiduou© t e e t h  ar© a® long as thou© o f  permanent t e e th  
b efo re  a b so rp tio n #  Only 4 per ce n t o f  th© lower index group knew t h i s  
f a c t ,  b u t 13 per o en t o f  th© m idd le index group and 18 per cen t o f  th e
TABLE XXXI
RELATIONSHIP BSTIi'H LEVEL OF LIVING OF INFORMANTS AND KNOWLEDGE OP
CERTAIN DENTAL FACTS, WITH COMPARISONS BI RACE
Level o f  Living o f  Infom ants
Total •• White e• Negro
Knowledge o f  s : 0-33 : 34-66 : 67-100 : 0-33 : 34-66 : 67-100 s 0-33 : 34-66 2 67-100
Num­
ber
sPer : 
scent :
Nun-sPer s 
ber scent :
Nua-sPer : 
ber scent s
Nuia-: Per : 
ber scent :
Num-:Per 
her scent
s Num-sPer s 
s ber tcent s
Hum- 1 Per s 
ber scent :
Rua-:Per : 
ber scent s
Naa-tPer 
ber scent
The S ix  Tear Molar 
P osition  
Permanency
6
53
4 .5
39.6
23 8 .9  
130 50.2
15 13.5  
61 55.0
3 5 .3  
23 40 .4
21
112
9 .7
51.9
15 14 .2  
59 55.7
3
30
3 .9
39.0
2
18
4 .7
41 .9
0 ----
2 40 .0
The Roots o f  
Deciduous Teeth 5 3 .7 34 13.1 17 15.3 2 3 .5 32 14.8 15 14 .2 3 3 .9 2 4 .7 2 40 .0
Deciduous Teeth 
In terfer in g  with 
Permanent Teeth 106 79 .1 216 83 .4 87 7 8 .4 45 7 8 .9 181 83.8 83 78 .3 61 79 .2 35 8 1 .4 4 80 .0
The P o s s ib il ity  o f
Teeth 42 31.3 123 47-5 69 62 .2 20 35.1 111 51.4 68 64.2 22 28.6 12 27.9 1 20 .0
a>e»
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upper group v ere  aware o f  f t#  The a s s o c ia t io n  se#ms to  h© c lo s e r  
among th e  N egroes than among the w h ite s#
D eciduous t e e t h  I n te r fe r in g  w ith  permanent t e e t h # L evel o f  
liv in g  h ea rs  no r e c o g n iz a b le  r e la t io n s h ip  t o  inform ants* knowledge o f  
the f&ot th a t  deciduous to e th  which in te r f e r e  w ith  th e  proper  
alignm ent o f  permanent t e e t h  should  be ex tra c ted *  Tn f a c t ,  proper•  
t io n a t e ly  few er p erson s in  th e  upper index group than in  th e  m iddle  
and low er groups r e p o r te d  knowledge o f  t h is  fa c t#  Like r e la t io n s h ip s  
appear among both 7T©gross and w h ite s ,  n e ith e r  showing an a s s o c ia t io n  
between th e s e  two fa c to r s #
Th© p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e p a ir in g  ach in g  tee th #  A v e r y  c lo s e  
r e la t io n s h ip  e x i s t s  betrreen knowledge o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  an ach in g  to o th  
i s  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  beyond r e p a ir  and l e v e l  o f  l iv in g *  Answers 
in d ic a t in g  th a t  in form ants know t h is  were g iven  by over th roe  f i f t h s  
(62 per c©nt) o f  th e  u rp or , a lm ost one h a l f  (48 per o en t) o f  th® 
m id d le , and l e s s  than on© t h ir d  (SI per o en t) o f  th© lower index  
c la s s e s #  Of i n t e r e s t  i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  Negro©©, in  c o n tr a s t  t o  th© 
w hites, show an in v e r s e  r e la t io n  between knowledge o f  t h is  f a c t  and 
l e v e l  o f  l i v i n g .  I t  may be th a t  th e  few Negroes c l a s s i f i e d  a s  in  th© 
upper l o v e l - d f - l l v i n g  index  c la s s  do n o t ad eq u ate ly  rep r ese n t t h is  
group* On th e  o th er  hand i t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  Negroes in  th© lower  
le v e l - o f - 1 ' .v in g  index group, through c o n ta c ts  w ith  c h a r ity  h e a lth  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  have been exposed in  g r e a te r  numbers to  such in form ation#
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I I .  SOCT0-T^ cOTTOT.TTC ^ r r O F S  T>SLATD TO ATTITUDES OP PAFtfWTSJ 
CONCERNING* CERTAIN ASPECTS OF DENTAL CARE
The p reced in g  s e c t io n  o f  t h i s  chapter exp lored  in© r e la t io n s h ip  
betw een th e  opinion® and ’mov. led g e  o f  in form ants r e la t iv e  to  c e r ta in  
a s p e c ts  o f  d e n ts !  care and some o f  t h e ir  socio -econ om ic c h a r a c te r is ­
t i c s .  T h is  s e c t io n  propose? to  b r in g  t h is  type o f  a n a ly s is  o lo so r  to  
th e  problems under s tu d y  by exam ining the in t e r - r e la t io n  be 'tween 
s e le c te d  so c io -eco n o m ic  c h a r a c t e r is t ic s  o f  inform ants and t h e ir  
a t t i t u d e s  and o p in io n s  toward c e r ta in  q ues t ions  having bo do w ith  
d e n ta l care  fo r  c h i ld r e n .  Tho f in d in g  of  a p o s i t iv e  r e la t io n s h ip  
between a t t i t u d e s  and c h a r a c to r is t ic c  T rill v e r if y  fehe im p lied  
h yp oth eses and p rovid e h e a lth  p la nne rs  w ith  v i t a l  in form ation#
S in ce  th e  same soofo-ooonom ic fa c to r s  which were used in  th© 
p reced in g  s e c t io n  are us^d in  t h is  a n a ly s i s ,  i t  i s  not n e c essa ry  to  
r e p e a t  th e  in tr o d u c to r y  sta tem en ts  rel.vJrlvo to  c la s s  d sterm in ation  and, 
d is tr ib u t io n #  The reader 13 reforrod  to  the r e s p e c t iv e  subheadings 
in  S e c t io n  T fo r  t h i s  in form ation  on age* e d u c a tio n , r e l ig io u s  
a f f i l i a t i o n ,  and l e v e l  o f  l i v i n g  of the in fo rm a n ts. The order of 
d is c u s s io n  i s  I d e n t ic a l#
Age R e la te d  t o  A t t itu d e s  C oncerning Dental  Care fo r  C h ildren  
The com parative importan ce  o f  d e n ta l care fo r  c h ild r e n  and 
a d u lts#  There appears to  be l i t t l e  r e la t io n s h ip  between ag© and 
o p in io n s  concern?ng th e  r e la t iv e  im portance o f  d en ta l care fo r  c h ild r e n  
and a d u l t s .  See T ab le XXXIZ# T h is phenomenon may be a t tr ib u te d  to  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  q u e s t io n  i s  one w hich i s  seldom  d isc u sse d  o u ts id e
YARLK X X X tl
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AOS OF INFORMANTS ANN ATYXTOBHI RELATIVE TO 
DENTAL CARS FOR CHIIimiW, WITH CCUPARZSORS BT RACE
•* Aiea o f  Infonaants
T ota l ; White .* HamroInformants Who }* -3 9 t *0-59 i 60- i -3 9  * *0-59 i *6 - t -39 1 iQr.Responded That; *
•.
Hum-:Per 
bar reent
t Hum-: Per 
: bar tcent
t Hum-iPer 
t ber tcen t
s Numr-tPer i Hum-*Per t Num-jPer 
; bar tcent • bar tcen t ; bar jcen t
t
:
Mum-1Per 
bar scent
: Wum-trer
t bar scant
s Sum-;Per
; bar s cant
D en ta l Cara f o r  
C h ildren  i s :
Much more impor­
ta n t  th an  fo r
adults  
S lig h t ly  more 
important than
43 18 ,2 31 15.4 11 16 .4 32 18.2 25 16 .1 10 20.8 H 18 .3 6 13 .1 1 5 .3
fo r  adults 
Not d iffe re n t  
from th a t fo r
34 14 .4 44 21.9 12 17 .9 26 14.8 36 23.2 11 22 .9 8 13 .3 8 1 7 .4 1 5 .3
adults  
S lig h t ly  la s s  
important than
150 63.6 110 54.7 39 58.2 HO 62.5 84 54.2 23 47 .9 40 66.7 26 56 .5 16 84 .2
fo r  adults 
Much le s s  impor­
tan t than for
5 2 .1 9 4 .5 5 7 .5 4 2 .3 6 3 .9 4 8 ,4 1 1 .7 3 6 .5 1 5 .2
adu lts 2 0 .9 6 3 .0 0 — - 2 1 .1 3 1 .9 0 0 — 3 6 .5 0
Didn* t  know 2 0 .8 1 0 .5 0 — 2 1 .1 1 0 .7 0 w m 0 — 0 0 ~
T otal 
Children Suffers
236 1 0 0 . 0 201 100.0 67 100*0 176 100.0 155 100.0 48 H 8 • O 60 8 a 0 46 100.0 19 1 00 .0
More than adults 24 10.2 18 9 .0 7 10.4 18 10.2 12 7 .7 5 10 .4 6 10 .0 6 13 .0 2 10 .5
As much as adults 165 69 .9 148 73.6 43 64.2 128 72.7 118 76 .1 29 60 .4 37 61.7 30 6 5 .3 14 73 .7
Less than adults 
The two cannot
29 12 ,3 26 12.9 9 13 .4 18 10.2 20 12.9 7 14.6 11 18 .3 6 13 .0 2
* ^  • 1
10.5
be compared 2 0 ,8 0 — 1 1 .5 1 0 .6 0 — 1 2 .1 1 1 .7 0 WMai 0
Didn’t  know 16 6.S 9 4 .5 7 10,5 11 6 .3 5 3 .3 6 12.5 5 8 .3 4 8 .7 1 5.3
TAELB XJ0CXXC6°**ft««ed}
RRLATI0H5HIP BSTWm AGR OP IHFOMIAWT3 ASD ATTITUDES RKLATZVB TO 
DSNTAL OAKS FOR CHILD?®?, WITH COMPARISON BT RACE
Informants Who 
Responded That:
t _ 1  A ^oofln^orM gntg
r<
:
T otal ? White
_ -39 _ « _ 4 f i= if t  _ • 0^** t "39 t AO-59 i 6o—
... .................. .........  ................ J ............
s -39 : AO-59 f iO -
i ber :cent t bor scant : ber scent ; bar :cen t : bar tcent : bar tcen t : bar scant : b a r scent : her tcen t
Beeldaoas Teeth Are: 
More im portant
than permanent 
tee th 1W 7.6 13 6 .5 3 4 .5 12 6 .8 8 5 .2 2 4 .2 6 1 0 .0 5 1 0 .9 1 5 .3
J est as impor­
tant as perma­
nent te e th 136 57-6 119 59.2 32 47.8 113 64 .2 94 60 .6 25 52.1 23 38 .3 25 54.3 7 36.8
Less im portant 
than permanent 
te e th 45 19.1 43 21.4 11 16 .4 32 18.2 35 22.6 10 20.8 13 21 .7 8 17 .4 1 5 .3
Of no consequence 
because they  
shed anyway 28 11 .9 25 12.4 19 28 .3 15 8 .5 17 11.0 10 20 .8 13 21.7 8 1 7 .4 9 47-3
Didn5t  knew 9 3*8 1 0 .5 2 3 .0 4 2 .3 1 0 .6 1 2 .1 5 8 .3 0 - — 1 5 .3
T ota l 234 100.0 201 100.0 67 100.0 176 100.0 155 100.0 48 100.0 60 100.0 46 100.0 19 100 .0
Children w ith
Toothaches
Presented:
Many behavior 
problems 42 2 6 .3 61 30.3 14 20 .9 37 21.0 41 26,5 8 16.? 25 4 1 .6 20 4 3 .5 6 3 1 .6
Some behavior 
problems 158 66 .9 13O 64.7 50 74*6 128 72.7 109 70 .3 3? 77 .1 30 50.0 21 45 .7 13 6 8 ,4So behavior 
problems 5 2.1 5 2 .5 2 3 .0 4 2 .3 1 0 .6 2 4 .2 1 1 .7 4 8 .7 0
Behavior problems 
under c e r ta in  
conditions 8 3 .4 5 2*5 1 1 .5 5 2 .9 4 2.6 I 2 .0 3 5 .0 1 2 .1 0
Bidn*t know 3 1 .3 0 —— 0 — 2 1.1 0 _ 0 ™ 1 1 .7 0 0 —-
T otal 236 100.0 201 100.0 6? 100.0 176 100.0 155 100.0 48 100.0 60 100.0 46 100.0 19 100.0 H*•490
YAWJI X XX X X  (CteniiiM wA)
RELATIONSHIP BKTWEKN AGR OF INFORM ARTS AND ATTITUDES R13UTOTI TO 
DENTAL CARS FOR CHILDREN, WITH COMPARISONS BT RACR
Informants Who M S
Ago of Informants"
wfiite
60-Responded That* *___ =32___1 .....________________________ ;-g _ J L , ...40^5?___L___ Vb .._______ -.22.......JK H 2_____ I___^  y H u ia -sP e rt NuswPer : H uaw fW  : Shuo-tPer : Num-s^er : N us-iPer : Niun-jPer s M u a t- s re r j  Nuia-jFer
: ber scent : ber scent : b er tcen t : b e r tcen t s b er scent : b e r  tcen t t b e r scent ; b e r  scent : b e r scent
iwi.ft.'j j . ipewu.rfajjjsw. im m m m w A *  '■  u m jgi i. i.^ gi«L ■..■ni ■■ m ■■■g.i ■. ■■ u. m l ■_■ ».! n ■ ■*; ■! » l j . h -  m     iwmnw ja m tm  n i mpiw.ii lU L M M H u u iA M w e iiJ iJ  J ■ ................................................................ n
Children with 
Toothaches were: 
D e fin ite ly  s ick 142 68.6 127 63.2 44 65.7 118 67.0 99 63 .9 31 64.6 44 7 3 .3 28 60 .9
Not s ick 29 12 .3 29 14 .4 13 19.4 21 1 1 .9 21 13 .5 9 18 .8 8 13 .3 8 1 7 .4
Sick under cer­
ta in  conditions 35 14 .9 32 15 .9 6 8 .9 30 17.1 27 17 .4 6 12 .5 5 8 .4 5 10 .8
Didn’t  know 10 4 .2 13 6 ,5 4 6 .0 7 4 .0 8 5.2 2 4 .1 3 5 .0 5 1 0 .9
T otal 236 100.0 201 e 8 * 0 67 100.0 176 100.0 155 100.0 48 100.0 60 100.0 46 100.0
Children with
M aleocclusions
Weres
D e fin ite ly
handicapped 173 73 .3 156 77.6 49 73 .1 127 72 .2 124 8 0 .0 38 7 9 .2 46 76 .7 32 69.6
Rot handicapped 13 5 .5 10 5.0 4 6 .0 10 5.7 7 4 .5 3 6 .2 3 5 .0 3 6 .5
Handicapped 
under certa in  
conditions 14 5 .9 15 7 .4 4 6 .0 12 6 .8 12 7 .8 2 4 .2 2 3 .3 3 6 .5
Didn’t  know 34 15 .3 20 10.0 10 14.9 2? 15 .3 12 7 .7 5 10 .4 9 15 .0 8 1 7 .4
Total 236 100.0 201 100.0 67 100.0 176 100.0 155 100.0 48 100.0 60 100.0 46 100.0
T h e ir  p erso n a l Re­
a c t io n  Towards g x -  
p e r ie n c e  w ith  a 
D e n t is t  Waet 
Extreme f e a r  
M ild f e a r  
N ecessary  e v i l
R ou tine
prophylaxis
T o ta l
13 68 .4  
4  21a
0  ----
2 20 ,5
19 100,0
11 57.9 
1 5 ,3
2 10 .5  
5 2 4 .3
19 100.G
68 28.8 63 31.3 24 35.8 53 30.1 44 28 .4 18 37.5 15 25 .0 19 41 .3 6 31 .6
82 34.7 77 38.3 20 29,9 59 33.5 66 42.6 16 33.3 23 38 .3 11 23 .9 4 21 .1
79 33.5 52 25,9 20 29 .9 58 33.0 37 23.9 12 25.0 21 35.0 15 32.6 8 42 ,1
7 3.0 9 4 .5 3 4 .4 6 3 .4 8 5 .1 2 4 .2 1 1 .7 1 2 .2 1 5 .2
236 100.0 201 100.0 67 100.0 176 100.0 155 100.0 48 100.0 60 100.0 46 100.0 19 100.0
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of h ealth  c irc le s*  Those persons, of a l l  age groups, who had had 
occasion to  ta k e  p a r t In d isousalons undoubtedly would be more l ik e ­
ly  to  have opinions on the m atter* The ind iv idual tabu la tions for 
w hites and Negroes vary l i t t l e *
The comparative su ffe rin g  of ch ild ren  and adu lts  w ith 
toothaches* Possibly because the population as a whole has general 
knowledge of the q u estion , the re la tio n sh ip  between age and opinions 
concerning the re la tiv e  su ffe rin g  o f ch ild ren  and adult® with 
toothaches Is  no t d ire c t*  Approximately the same proportions of 
the young {10 per o e n t) , middle (9 per o en t) , and older (10 per oent) 
groups f e l t  th a t  ch ild ren  su ffe red  much more than adults*  There I s ,  
h o w ev ermore discrepancy between the  proportions of the younger 
c la ss , middle-aged c la s s ,  and the older o lass who were of the 
opinion th a t ch ild ren  su ffered  le ss  than adults* The whites and 
the Negroes do not d i f f e r  e ig n if io a n tly  on the above question*
The comparative importance of deciduous and permanent te e th * 
There i s  some in te r - r e la t io n  between age and opinion concerning the 
comparative importance o f deciduous and permanent teeth* The 
s t a t i s t i c s  re v ea l th a t  the percentages of those who thought deciduous 
te e th  more im portant are 8, 6 , and 4 , fo r the younger, middle, and 
o lder groups respec tive ly*  Almost th ree f i f th s  (88 per cent) of the 
inform ants in  the  younger group, 59 per cent of those in  the middle- 
aged group, and 48 per oent o f those in  the older group believed 
th a t  deciduous te e th  were ju s t  as im portant as permanent teeth*
Less importance was attaohed to  deciduous te e th  than to  permanent
IT S
tee th  by 19 per e e n t, 21 per e e n t, and 16 per oent of the young, 
m iddle, and o ld  group#, re sp e c tiv e ly . The percentages o f the young, 
m iddle, end o ld  group# who believed  th a t deciduous te e th  war© o f no 
consequence beoause they  would be shed anyway are s ig n if ic a n ts  12,
12, end 28, re e p ee tiv e ly . N either in  th© tabulation# fo r white# 
nor in  th ose fo r  Negroes i#  th e re  any marked degree o f a sso c ia tio n .
Whether or no t ch ild ren  w ith toothaches p resent behavior 
problems# Informants o f a l l  age# were agreed th a t ch ild ren  w ith 
toothaches presented a t  le a s t  some behavior problems# The proportions 
e f  eaeh age group of th is  opinion are  so high and d if fe r  so l i t t l e  
from one another th a t  s t a t i s t i c a l  analyse# are  rendered u se le ss . Th© 
data show th a t  93 per oent o f the younger group, 9& per oent of the 
middle-aged group, and 93 per oent o f the o lder group are  o f the 
opinion th a t  ch ild ren  su ffe rin g  from toothaches p resen t a t  le a s t  
some behavior problems# The tab u la tio n s  fo r the ind iv idual races 
show p ra c t ic a l ly  the same p a tte rn  o f d is trib u tio n #
Whether or not ch ild ren  w ith toothaches are  d e f in ite ly  s ick .  
Young inform ants are  more ap t to  be o f the opinion th a t ch ildren  
w ith toothaches a re  d e f in ite ly  sick# S ixty-nine per oent of them as 
compared w ith  63 per oent of the middle-aged group and 66 per cent 
e f  the old-age group expressed such a b e l ie f .  I t  follow s, of course, 
th a t  fewer of the younger and older informants were convinced th a t  a 
toothache d id  no t s*ke a ch ild  s ic k . The p a tte rn s  o f d is tr ib u tio n  
of both races a re  sim ilar#
mWhether or not ohlldren with maleoooiuaioa are p sych o log ica lly  
handicapped.  Age does not teem to  be a factor in  opinion about 
whether or not maloocQluslons handicap ch ild ren . The same proportions 
e f  informants in  the younger and older groups (73 per oent) were o f  
the opinion th a t a ch ild  was d e f in ite ly  handicapped. A s l ig h t ly  
larger proportion (78 per oent) o f the middle-aged group held th is  
b e l i e f .  Very l i t t l e  v a r ia tio n  appears in  the percentages o f inform­
ants In each age group who b e lieved  that a ch ild  was not handicapped 
by n eleooo lu sion * . S ig n if ic a n t ly , large proportions o f  a l l  three 
groups did not have an opinion on the su b ject. In terestin g ly  enough, 
the fig u res  for Negroes show a more d irec t connection between age 
and a tt itu d e  than do those for the w h ites .
Personal reaction  towards experience with a d e n t is t .  Young 
informants do not put o f f  necessary dental care as long as possib le  
because o f  extreme fear as o ften  as do middle-aged and old inform­
a n ts . And, although they h es ita te  to  undergo such experience 
somewhat more o ften  than do the older group, more often  than any 
ether age group they regard i t  as a necessary e v i l  or as routine  
prophylaxis. The tabu lation s for w hites show a s l ig h t ly  greater  
degree o f d ir e c t  a sso c ia tio n  between age and these reactions than do 
those for the Negroes.
P o rsm l Education Related to  A t t i tudes Concerning 
' Dental Care fo r  Children
fh e comparative importance o f dental care for children and 
a d u lts . As has been mentioned, dental care for children, because of
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i t s  preventive n a tu re , i s  more im portant than for adults#  Informant® 
on higher educational level® express opinions in  accord w ith th is  
fa c t (see Table XXXIII). Over on© th ird  (36 per cent) of th© co lleg e- 
tra in ed  persons believed th a t  dental- care fo r ch ild ren  was much nor® 
im portant than fo r  adu lts*  By comparison, only on© fourth  of the 
o id d le  educational c la ss  and one ten th  o f the lower o lass were of th is  
opinion* flaa the  o ther hand, p roportionate ly  more persons in  th© 
lower © dueatiosal group than in  the middle group held the b e l ie f  th a t 
dental care  fo r ch ild ren  m s  s l ig h t ly  le ss  or much less  im portant 
than fo r adu lts*  Bo informant of co llege experience expressed such 
an ©pinion* As a sso c ia tio n  between th is  a t t i tu d e  and educational 
attainm ent is  found among both Negroes and whites* The high propor­
tio n s of a l l  educational c la sse s  be liev ing  th a t den ta l care fo r 
children  was no d if f e re n t  in  importance from th a t  fo r a d u lts  is  
sig n ific an t from the po in t o f view of planning*
Th© comparative su fferin g  of ch ild ren  and ad u lts  w ith toothaches» 
According to  den tal p ra c t i t io n e r s , ch ild ren  su ffe r  w ith toothaches in  
such the same way as adults*  And, although there  is  seme d isp a rity  
in  th© proportions of each educational c lass  who expressed th is  
opinion, th© h ig h est two educational c lasses hold i t  s l ig h tly  more 
often* As would bo expected from the above, p roportionately  fewer 
persons in  th© higher educational group than in  the middle and lower 
groups were of th© b e l ie f  th a t  ohildren suffered  more than adults* 
However, a g rea te r  proportion of the high than of th© middle education­
a l  group f e l t  th a t  oh ild ren  suffered  le ss  than a d u lts . Due to the
TABES Jjaaix
RELATIONSHIP BBTRSHI FORMAL K0UCATIGR of IWPORUAIITS ARB attito k s relative to 
BRUTAL GARS FOR GHIIMSI, WITH C0MPARIS0R8 IT RAGS
** T om kl M a a .tlo a  o f i^ o m a j i t .  n
Informants Who 
Responded That:
•
* T otal : White : Re«re _
s 0-7 : 8—12 t 13- : 6 - i  : 8-12 * i l£ - f 0 -7 : 8—i2 s. 13—
: Rua-t Per 
: ber :cent
: Rub-:P er  
t ber :eent
: Rub-: Per 
: ber icen t
: Rub-:Per : Rum-:Per : RunwPer 
: ber rcent : ber :cen t : ber :een t
: Rub-  i Pe r  
ber :cen t
: Rum-:Per 
: ber :een t
t RuB-:Per 
: ber scent
Dental Care fo r  
Children is :
Much more impor­
tan t than fo r
adults 28 9.7 48 25 .3 9 36.0 17 8 .8 41 25.6 9 36 .0 11 11 .6 7 2 3 .3 0 ----
S lig h tly  more 
important than 
fo r  adu lts 40 13.9 47 24.7 3 12.0 30 15.5 40 25.0 3 12 .0 10 10 .5 7 23 .3 0 —
Rot d iffe re n t  
from th a t fo r  
adults 194 67.1 92 48 .4 13 52.0 128 66.0 76 47.5 13 52.0 66 69.5 16 53 .4 0 ----
S lig h tly  le s s  
important than 
fo r  adults 18 6 .2 1 0 .5 0 13 6 .7 1 0 .6 0 -— 5 5 .3 0 — - 0 ----
Much le s s  impor­
tan t than fo r  
adults 6 2 .1 2 l . i 0 3 1 .5 2 1 .3 0 — 3 3 .1 o — o  —
Didn’t  know 3 1 .0 0 ■— 0 3 1 .5 0 — 0 ---- 0 — , 0 ---- o —
Total 289 100.0 190 100.0 25 100.0 194 100.0 160 100.0 25 100.0 95 100.0 30 100.0 o ----
h ildren  Suffer: 
More than adults 28 9 .7 20 10.5 1 4 .0 17 8 .8 17 10.6 1 4 .0 11 11.6 3 10 .0 o  —
As much as adults 196 67 .8 142 74.8 18 72.0 135 69.6 122 76 .3 18 72.0 61 64 .2 20 66 .7 o  -----
le s s  than adults 42 14.5 19 10.0 3 12.0 28 14.4 14 8 .? 3 12 .0 14 14 .7 5 1 6 .7 0  —
The two cannot 
be compared 2 0 .7 1 0 .5 0 wtoti 2 1 .0 0 _ 0 -— 0 1 3 .3 o —
Didn’t  know 21 7 .3 a 4 .2 3 12.0 12 5 .2 7 4 .4 3 12 .0 9 9 .5 1 3 .3 o -----
Total 289 100.0 190 100.0 25 100.0 194 H 3 e o 160 100.0 25 100.0 95 100.0 30 100.0 0 -----
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TASLK XXSJXX ( G r a t la m d )
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FORMAL EDUCATION OP INF0HMANT3 AND ATTITUDES RELATIVE TO 
DENTAL CARS FOR CHILDREN, WITH COMPARISONS HI RACE
: ' Formal Education o f InforaantiT
Informants Who 
Responded Thati
»V Total white s Negro
J 0-7  _ i 8—12 13- : 0-7 ; 8-12 ? 13- __ #• 
' o T s 13-
s Norn-:Per 
: ber scent
* Hum-:Per 
: ber scent
: Nun*- s Per 
s ber tcent
: Hunt-: Per 
: ber scent
: Num- s Per 
t ber scent
s Num-tPer 
j bar scent
* Btm-:Par 
s ber scent
; Hum-sPar 
: ber scent
s Num-s^er 
5 ber scent
Children with 
Toothaches Were:
D efin ite ly  s ic k 177 61.2 137 72 .1 19 76.0 114 58.8 115 71 .9 19 76 .0 63 6 6 .3 22 7 3 .3 0 —
Not s ick 43 14.9 26 13.7 2 8 .0 28 14.4 21 13.1 2 8 .0 15 1 5 .8 5 16 .7 0 - -
Sick under cer­
ta in  conditions 4S 1 6 .6 22 11.6 3 12.0 40 20.6 20 12*5 3 12 .0 8 8 .4 2 6.7 0 —
Didn*t know 21 7 .3 5 2 .6 1 4 .0 12 6 .2 4 2 .5 1 4 .0 9 9 .5 1 3 .3 0 —
Total 289 100*0 190 100.0 25 100.0 194 100.0 160 100.0 25 100.0 95 100.0 30 100.0 0 —
Children with  
Maleocclus ions  
Were:
D efin ite ly
handicapped 196 67.8 160 84.2 22 88.0 132 63.0 135 84.4 22 88.0 64 67 .4 25 8 3 .3 0  —
Not handicanped 16 5 .5 10 5.3 1 4 .0 11 5.7 3 5 .0 1 4 .0 5 5 .3 2 6 .7 0 -—
Handicapped 
under certa in  
conditions 21 7 .3 10 5.2 2 8 .0 15 7 .7 9 5 .6 2 8 .0 6 6 .3 1 3 .3 0 —
Didntt know 56 19.4 10 5.3 0 — - 36 18.6 8 5.0 0 ---- 20 21.0 2 6 .7 0 ----
T otal 289 100.0 190 100.0 25 100.0 194 100.0 160 100.0 25 100.0 95 100,0 30 100,0 0 —
Their Personal Re- 
action  towards Ex­
perience with & 
D entist Was: 
Extrema fear 90 31.1 62 32.6 3 12.0 61 31.5 51 31.9 3 12 .0 29 30.5 11 36.7 0 ----
Mild fsa r 97 33.6 70 36,8 12 48 .0 69 35.6 60 37.5 12 4 8 .0 28 29.5 10 3 3 .3
Necessary e v i l 88 30.4 55 29.0 8 32.0 53 27.3 46 28*8 8 32.0 35 36.8 9 30.0 0 -----
Routine
prophylaxis 14 4 .9 3 1.6 2 8 .0 11 5*6 3 1 .8 2 8 .0 3 3 .2 0 0 —
T otal 289 100. 0 190 100.0 25 100.0 194 1QG.0 160 100.0 25 100.0 95 100.0 30 100.0 0  -
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f&et thrnt no Uigross appear in  blue higher education $roup, i t  1® 
im possible to  draw v a lid  oonolusions about th is  race .
^ke 8<^P*f*ti'ro importance of deciduous and permanent teeth* 
There i s  a d ire o t re la tio n sh ip  between education and a tt i tu d e  eon* 
corning the re la t iv e  importance of deciduous and permanent teeth* 
S lig h tly  higher proportions o f persons of ooliege experience believed 
th a t  do oiduou* te e th  were as im portant or more important than permit** 
nent teeth*  ^he lower educational classes wore more of the opinion 
th a t  deciduous te e th  are  o f no consequence because they shed anyway* 
In te re s tin g ly  enough* the Negroes show a more d ire o t re la tio n sh ip  
between education and a t t i tu d e  with resp ect to  th is  question than 
do the whites*
Whether or not ohildren with toothaches present behavior 
problems» There is  such close agreement among a l l  informants th a t 
ch ild ren  w ith  toothaches p resen t a t  le a s t same behavior problems th a t  
the re la tio n sh ip  an a ly sis  loses i t s  significance* Iven so, a s lig h tly  
la rg e r proportion of th© higher educational c lass  than o f th© middle 
and lower c la sse s  sa id  th a t  ohildren with toothaches present behavior 
problems• The whites show a more s ig n if ic a n t in te rre la tio n sh ip  than 
the Negroes in  th is  respect*
Whether or not oh lld rea  with toothaches are d e f in ite ly  sick* 
There Is  a d ire o t re la tio n sh ip  between education and th© b e lie f  tha t 
a c h ild  with a toothache ie  s ick . Seventy-six* 72, and 61 per cent 
re sp ec tiv e ly  in  the h igher, middle, and lower educational classes 
expressed no doubt ©bout th is  m atter. Conversely, IS per oent of the
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lower* 14 per cent o f th© middle, and 8 per oent of th© upper edu­
c a tio n a l o le sse s  b e lieved  that a ch ild  vdth a toothache i s  not sick*  
The p o s itiv e  re la tio n sh ip  between educational status and th© b e lie f  
th a t a toothache represents i l ln e s s  holds true for Uegroes as ^vell 
as w hites*
Whether or not children with maleocolusions are psychologically  
hand!capped* The re la tio n sh ip  between education and opinions concern­
ing whether or not ohildren with xnaleocclusions are psychologically  
handicapped are s ig n if ic a n t .  Of the higher educational group, 88 per 
oent, as compared w ith 84 per cent o f  the middle educational group 
and 88 per oent o f the lower educational group, were o f  th is  opinion* 
On the other hand, o f the lower, middle, and upper educational 
e la s se s , 6 , 5, and 4 per oen t, resp ec tiv e ly , did not think that 
children are handioapped by roaleocclusions* Sim ilar rela tion sh ip s  
are apparent in  the ind ividual cross-tabulation® for the raoea*
Personal reaction  toward experience with a dentist*  Informants'
- —  - - -  -  - -  -  -  - - - - -  . ■■■■. m - v i ,  ,,1- iiT V     ■' »-!■■■■— i t  M  h i ..........
personal reaction s toward experience w ith a d en tis t vary only s l ig h t ­
ly  w ith th e ir  education* Apparently th is  i s  due to  the fa c t that 
the c u ltu ra l conditioning o f the individual informant transcend® 
hie educational training* Although there is  no d irect rela tion sh ip  
between educational attainment and personal fee lin g s  about experience 
with a d e n t is t ,  proportionately fewer persons with co llege  experience 
sa id  th a t  th e ir  reaction  was on© o f extreme fear* Too, a greater  
proportion o f informants from th is  o la ss looked upon such an experi­
ence as stare routine prophylaxis* I t  i s  s ig n ifica n t that
183
approxim ately th e  earn® p ro p o rtio n s  o f  the low er , m id d le , and upper 
e d u c a t io n a l groups f e l t  th a t  ex p er ien ce  w ith  a d e n t is t  m s  a 
necessary  e v i l .  L i t t l e  a s s o c ia t io n  between fe a r  r e a c t io n s  and 
education appears in  th e  in d iv id u a l  ta b u la t io n s  fo r  th e  w h ite s  and 
Rbgroes•
R elig ious A f f i l ia t io n  Related to  A ttitudes 
Conoernlug Dental Care for cTxTldrea
The com parative im portance o f  d e n ta l care fo r  o h ild ren  and 
a d u l t s * A v e r y  c lo s e  r e la t io n s h ip  a p p a ren tly  e x i s t s  between r e l i ­
g io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  and o p in io n s  concern ing whether or n o t d e n ta l care  
fo r  o h ild r e n  i s  a s  im portant a s  fo r  a d u lts  ( s e e  Table XXXIV)* 
P r o te s ta n ts  are  more fr e q u e n tly  o f  th e  o p in io n  th a t  d e n ta l o a rs  fo r  
o h ild re n  i s  e i t h e r  much more or s l i g h t l y  more im portant than fo r  
a d u l t s .  P r o p o r t io n a te ly  more C a th o lic s , on th e  o th er  hand, are  o f  
the o p in io n  th a t  d e n ta l care fo r  th e  two groups does n o t d i f f e r  in  
im p ortan ce, or  th a t  th a t  fo r  o h ild re n  i s  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  im portant 
than th a t  fo r  a d u l t s .  S im ila r  d ir e o t  r e la t io n s h ip s  are apparent in  
the ta b u la t io n s  fo r  both  Negroes and w h ites*
The com parative s u f fe r in g  o f  c h ild r e n  and a d u lts  w ith  
to o th a c h e s . R e lig io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  bears o n ly  a s l i g h t  r e la t io n s h ip  
to  o p in io n  upon th e  com parative s u f fe r in g  o f  o h ild ren  and a d u lts  
w ith  too thaches. I n t e r e s t in g ly  enough, w h ile  a g rea ter  proportion  
o f  th e  C a th o lic s  were o f  th e  o p in io n  th a t  o h ild ren  s u f fe r  more than  
a d u lts ,  p r o p o r t io n a te ly  more o f  them a ls o  f e l t  th a t  ch ild ren  s u f fe r  
l e s s  than a d u l t s .  P r o te s ta n ts  more o f te n  than C a th o lics  were o f  the
V M M  " H x m
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PSHTAL CARS TOR CHIIPRSH, WITH COMP A HIS CHS 61 RACK
TO
Informants Who T otal : '............... Whits ' ..t C atholic :P rotestant ; Bona t C a th o lic sP r o te s ta n t s Nona C atholic i P rotestan t ; Sons
| | v 0 |A M l v lO U  i U i f t  w  « *  
2
•a
Sum-:Per : 
ber scent :
Russ*
ber
:Par s 
scent :
Rum-; Per s 
ber scent :
Hum-1 Per s
ber scent :
Hum-: Per : 
ber scent :
Hum-sPer 
ber scent
s Rum 
s ber
•sPer
scent
s Rum-s Per 
; ber scent
s Sum-sPer 
i ber scent
P osta l Cara fo r  
C h ilirea  i s :
Much more impor­
tan t than fo r  
adu lts 18 7 a 64 27.2 3 21 .4 17 7 .5 48 34.0 2 20 .0 1 3 .7 16 17.0 1 25 .0
S lig h t ly  more 
Important than 
fo r  adults 32 12,5 55 23.4 3 21.4 31 13.6 40 28.4 2 20.0 1 3 .7 15 16 .0 1 25 .0
Rot d iffe r e n t  
from th a t fo r  
adults 180 70.6 111 47.2 8 57.2 159 69.7 52 36.9 6 60.0 21 77 .8 59 62 .8 2 50 .0
S lig h t ly  le s s  
important than 
fo r  adults 15 5 .9 6 1.7 G 13 5.7 1 0 .7 0 2 7 .4 3 3 .2 0
Much le s s  impor­
tan t than for  
adults 7 2 .7 1 0 .5 0 5 2 .2 0 0 2 7 .4 1 1 .0 0
0idn*i know 3 1 .2 0 0 3 1 .3 0 — 0 —— 0 — 0 — 0 —
T otal 255 100.0 235 100.0 14 100.0 228 100,0 141 100.0 10
©S
27 100.0 94 100.0 4 100.0
Children Suffer: 
More than adults 28 ll .G IS 7.7 3 20.0 25 11.0 8 5.7 2 18.2 3 11,1 10 10 .6
66 .0
1 2 5 .0
As much as adults 1?5 68 .9 171 72.8 10 66.7 159 70.0 109 77 .3 7 63 .6 16 59.3 62 3 75 .0le s s  than adults 34 13.4 28 11.9 2 13 .3 27 11.9 16 11.3 2 18.2 7 25.9 12 12.S 0
The two cannot 
be compared 2 0 ,8 1 0 .4 0 l[rimil n 2 0 .9 0 0 0 I 1 .1 0Bitin* t  know 15 5.9 17 7 .2 0 — » 14 6 .2 8 5 .7 0 1 3 .7 9 9 .5 0
T im M i XXXIV (C ew tinueA )
RELATIONSHIP BETWESN R10J8XOBS AFFILIATION OF INFORM ARTS AND ATTITDB® RELAtlFE 90  
DENTAL CARE FOR CHILDREN, WITH COMPARISONS NT RACE
8 ' 1 !~ u"   Religions Affiliation o^In/ormanta .......   '.....................
Informants Who 1 Tt>tal ' ' . ' „'....... -,J . , -  — I-
Res ponded That: : C atholic t P rotest ant : None t C atholic : P rotestant : Hone : C atholic : P rotestan t t None
’ t Hui-:Per 3 Hum-: Per : Hum-:Per : Hum-:Per : Num-jPer * Num-jPer : Num-ifW : M u a - t P e r :  Kua-jPer
: ber tcent 1 ber icen t : ber t c e n t :  bar scent : ber tcent : ber scen t t ber »c n^^ *eetpV  ♦ b e r i c a n t
Deciduous Teeth Are:
More important
than  permanent 
te e th 14 5 .5 20 8 .5 0 — 13 5.7 9 6 .4 0 1 3 .7 11 11.7 0 ----
Ju s t as impor­
ta n t  as perma­
nent te e th 154 60.6 121 51.5 12 80 .0 144 63 .4 80 56.8 8 7 2 .7 10 37.0 41 43 .6 4  100.0
Less important 
than permanent 
te e th 47 I 8.5 50 21.3 2 13 .3 39 17.2 36 25.5 2 18.2 a 29.7 14 14.9 0 -—
Of no consequence 
because they  
shed anyway 32 12,6 39 16.6 1 6 .7 26 11.5 15 10.6 1 9-1 6 22,2 24 25.5 0 - ~
D idn 't know 7 2 .8 5 2.1 0 ---- 5 2.2 1 0 .7 0 2 7 .4 4 4 .3 0 — -
T otal 254 100.0 235 100.0 15 100.0 22? 100.0 141 100.0 11 100.0 27 100.0 94 100.0 4 100.0
C h ild ren  w ith
Toothaches
P resen ted ;
Many behavior
problems 
Soise behavior
53 20.9 30 34.0 4 26.7 44 19 .4 40 28,4 2 18.2 9 33.3 40 42 .6 2 50.0
problems 
lo  behavior
186 73 .2 141 60.0 11 73.3 170 74.9 95 67.4 9 81.8 16 59.3 46 48 .9 2 50.0
problems 
Behavior problems 
under certa in
5 2 .0 7 3.0 0 — i* 1 ~pn 4 1 .8 3 2 .1 0 1 3 .7 4 4 .2 0 *=*-
conditions B 3.1 6 2 ,6 0 — 7 3 .0 3 2 .1 0 1 3 .7 3 3 .2 0 __
D idn't know 2 0 ,8 1 0 .4 0 — 2 0 .9 0 ----- 0 _ 0 ™ 1 1 .1 0
T otal 254 100.0 235 100.0 15 100.0 227 100.0 141 100,0 11 100.0 27 100.0 94 100.0 4 100.0
S0
T
TA B U  XXXIV (Co»felnsMift>
HBLATIORSHIP BSTffBM RSLIOIOETS AFFILlATIOH OP IKFORKAWTS AIR) ATTITBDKS RELATIVE TO 
OSSTiiL CARS FOR CHILDR8H, WITH COMPARISOHS BT RACK
•* R eligious A ff i l ia t io n  o f In fo raan ts
T o tal : White s WegroIn fo im m i Who t*Catholic {P ro testan t t Hone s Catholic : P ro tes tan t 1 Hone : C atho lic 3 P ro te s tan t s HoneResponasa Tu&i: ^ Hub- :  Per : Hum-: Per 5 Hum-:Per t Wun-sPer : Hum-: Per : Hum-:Per s Hum-sPer s Hum-3Per 1 Hu4t-:Per
: ber scent : b e r scent : b er scent : b e r scent : b e r scent : b er scent 3 b er tcen t : b e r scent s ber scoot
Children with
Toothaches Were?
D efin ite ly  s ick 157 55-9 184 78 .3 12 80 .0 125 55.1 115 81 .6 8 72 .7 12 44 .5 69 7 3 .4 4 100.0
Hot s ick 42 16 .4 28 11,9 1 6 .7 35 15 .4 15 10.6 1 9 .1 7 25 .9 13 13 .8 0 ----
Sick under c e r ­
ta in  conditions 61 24.0 11 4 .7 1 6.6 56 24.7 6 4 .3 1 9 .1 5 18 .5 5 5 .3 0  —
Didn’t  know 14 5 .5 12 5 .1 1 6 .7 11 4 .8 5 3 .5 1 9 .1 3 11.1 7 7 .5 0 ----
T o ta l 254 100.0 235 100.0 15 100.0 227 100.0 141 100,0 11 100.0 27 100.0 94 300,0 4 100,0
Children w ith
M aleocclusions
Weres
D efin ite ly
handicapped 177 69 .7 188 80 .0 13 86 .7 161 70 .9 119 84 .4 9 81 .8 16 59.3 69 7 3 .4 4 1OQ.0
Hot handicapped 16 6 .3 10 4.3 1 6 .7 14 6 .2 5 3 .5 1 9 .1 2 7 .4 5 5 .3 0 ~
Handicapped
under c e r ta in
conditions 21 S .3 11 4 .7 1 6 .6 18 7 .9 7 5 .0 1 9 .1 3 U . l 4  4 .3 0 -----
D idn 't know 40 15.7 26 l l .G 0 — 34 15 .0 10 7 .1 0 — 6 22.2 16 17 .0 0  —
T otal 254 100.0 235 100.G 15 100.0 227 100.0 141 100.0 11 100.0 27 100,0 94 100.0 4 100 .0
T heir Personal Re­
action. Towards Ex­
perience with a 
D en tist Was:
Extreme fe a r 70 27.6 82 34.9 3 20 .0 64 28.2 49 34.8 2 18 ,2 6 22,2 33 35 .1 1 25 .0Mild fe a r 93 36.6 80 34.0 6 40 .0 85 37.4 53 37.6 3 27 .3 8 29.6 27 28 .7 3 75 ,0Heeessary e v il 76 29-9 69 29.3 6 40 .0 64 28.2 37 26.2 6 54.5 12 44 .5 32 34.1 0  -----
Routine
prophylaxis 15 5 .9 4 1 .8 0 — 14 6 .2 2 1 .4 0 ----- 1 3 .7 2 2 .1 0 — -
T otal 254 100.0 235 100.0 15 100.0 22? 100.0 141 100.0 U  100,0 27 100.0 94 100,0 4 100,0
o p in io n  th a t  o h ild r e n  and a d u lt s  s u f f e r  in  much th e  same way w ith  
to o th a ch es#  S im ila r  p a tte r n s  o f  in t e r - r e la t io n  hold  tru e  fo r  th e  
in d iv id u a l  raoos*
The com parative im portance o f  decid uous and permanent tee th *  
There i s  some r e la t io n s h ip  betw een r e l ig io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  and op in ion  
©QBoerBing th e  r e la t iv e  iivportano© of deciduous and permanent tee th #  
Although a  somewhat g r e a te r  p rop ortion  o f  P r o te s ta n ts  than o f  
C a th o lic s  th ou gh t th a t  deciduous t e e th  were much more Im portant, a  
la r g e r  p ro p o rtio n  o f  C a th o lic s  than o f  P r o te s ta n ts  were o f  th e  
o p in io n  th a t  deciduous te e th  were j u s t  a s Im portant as permanent 
teeth# P r o te s ta n ts  more o f te n  thought th a t  deciduous t e e th  were o f  
no consequence because th e y  w ould be shed anyway# The c r o s s -  
ta b u la t io n s  o f fig u res  fo r  th e  in d iv id u a l races r e v e a l th a t  
Pro testan tism  and a b e l i e f  th a t  deciduous t e e t h  are  as im portant 
a*# or more im portant than# permanent t e e th  are  more c lo s e l y  
I n t e r - r e la t e d  am-ng th e  Hegroes than among w h ite s  ( s e e  Table XXXIV) »
Whether or n o t a o h iId  w ith  a toothache p r e sen ts  behavior  
problems# There i s  no p a r t ic u la r  in t e r - r e la t io n  between r e l ig io u s  
a f f i l i a t io n  and o p in io n  concern ing whether or n ot c h ild r e n  w ith  
to o th a o h es  p r e sen t b ehavior problems# The ta b u la t io n s  show th a t#  
a lth ou gh  p r o p o r t io n a te ly  more P r o te s ta n ts  than C a th o lic s  b e l ie v e d  
t h a t  c h ild r e n  w ith  to o th a ch es  p resen t many behavior problems# 
p r o p o r t io n a te ly  few er P r o te s ta n ts  than C a th o lic s  f e l t  th a t  a c h i ld  
w ith a too th ach e  p resen ted  some b eh av ior  problems# Very few persons  
of e i t h e r  r e l i g i o n  q u a l i f ie d  th e ir  sta tem en ts or f e l t  th a t c h ild r e n
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would present no problems under these  circumstances* N either in  the 
tabu lations fo r whites nor in  those fo r Negroes does there  appear 
any marked assoc iation  between these  variables*
Whether or not ohi ld ren  with toothaches are d e f in ite ly  sick* 
There seems to  be a d ire c t re la tio n sh ip  between re lig io u s  a f f i l i a t io n  
and opinion as to  whether or n o t a  ch ild  w ith a toothache i s  sick*
A la rg e r  proportion of P ro te s tan ts  {78 per cent) than of Catholics 
(64 per oent) s ta te d  th a t ch ild ren  w ith toothaches were re a lly  sick* 
This may r e f le e t  a g rea te r  app rec ia tion  of such a  condition among the 
former group* Conversely, a g rea te r proportion of the C atholics 
(17 per sen t) than o f the P ro tes tan ts  (18 per cent) f e l t  th a t  
children w ith toothaches were not sick* Catholics more often  
q ualified  th e ir  statements in  answer to  th is  question* A sim ilar 
in te r-re la tio n  between re lig io u s  a f f i l i a t io n  and b e l ie f  th a t 
toothaches re p re se n t i l ln e s s  holds tru e  fo r  both races*
Whether or not ch ild ren  w ith maleoce lug ions are psychologically  
handicapped* Inform ants1 opinions regarding whether or not children  
w ith ualeocclusions a re  psychologically  handicapped seem to  be 
c lo se ly  r e la te d  to  th e i r  re lig io u s  a f f i l ia t io n s *  Again P ro testan ts  
show a g re a te r  app rec ia tion  of the  seriousness o f den tal conditions* 
Bighty per cen t o f them as compared w ith 70 per oent of the Catholics 
f e l t  th a t  such ch ild ren  are d e f in ite ly  handicapped* S lig h tly  greater 
proportions of C atholics than of P ro tes tan ts  did not think th a t  
ch ild ren  w ith maleooolusions a re  handicapped* S im ilar re la tio n sh ip s 
hold tru e  fo r  the in d iv id u al re lig io u s  groups of both races*
im
y srso aa l re a p tlo a  toward axperienoe with a d e n t is t .  Ac hap 
be ta  observed b e fo re* an inform ant's  personal reac tions to  experience 
w ith a d e n tis t  does no t seem to  be causally  re la ted  to  any o f hie 
soeio-eoonojaio c h a ra c te r is tic s*  This is  evidenced onoe again by the 
lack o f appreciab le  a sso c ia tio n  between re lig io u s  a f f i l i a t io n  and 
personal fe e lin g  o f informants toward v i s i t s  to  d e n tis ts .  Although 
C atholics sees  le ss  l ik e ly  to  f e e l  extreme fea r  when such a v i s i t  i s  
necessary* p ro p o rtio n a te ly  more o f them exp or 1 onoe mild f e a r . 
Approximately the same proportions of both re lig io u s  groups look 
upas sueh an experience as a necessary  e v i l .  Catholics* however, 
f e e l  more o ften  than P ro tes tan ts  th a t  a v i s i t  to  the d e n tis t  i s  a 
rou tine  experience* Among the w hites th e re  appears to  be a more 
d i r e s t  re la tio n sh ip  between re lig io n  and fe a r  re ac tio n s . White 
C atholics* more o ften  than Negro Catholics* express only mild fear 
e f  d en ta l experience and more o ften  look upon i t  as a necessary 
e v il  e r  ro u tin e  experience*
Level o f Living Related to  A ttitudes Concerning 
Dental Care fo r Children
The comparative importance o f den tal care fo r ch ildren  and 
a d u lts . Informants w ith higher lev e ls  o f liv in g  are more lik e ly  to  
be o f the opinion th a t  den ta l care for ch ild ren  i s  more im portant 
than for a d u l ts .  As can be seen in  Table XXXV* almost one h a lf  
(43 per oent) of the higher le v e l-o f- liv in g  index class* le ss  than 
two f i f t h s  (37 per oent) o f the middle o la ss , and s lig h tly  over one 
f i f t h  (22 per oent) o f the lower c la ss  were of the opinion th a t
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Informants 4ho 
Responded That:
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Rental Care fo r  
Children je t
Much more impor­
tan t than fo r
adults 14 10.5 43 16.6 28 25.2 6 10.5 34 15.7 27 25.5 8 10 .4 9 20 .9 1 20.0
S lig h tly  more 
important than 
for  adults 16 11.9 52 20.1 22 19.8 5 8.8 46 21.3 22 20.8 11 14 .3 6 14 .0 0
Hot d ifferen t  
from that for  
adults 90 67.2 150 57.9 59 53.2 37 64 .9 125 57.9 55 51.9 53 68.8 25 58.1 4 80 .0
S lig h tly  le s s  
important than 
for  adults 9 6 .7 10 3.8 0 6 10.5 8 3.7 0 3 3 .9 2 4 .7 0
Much le s s  impor­
ta n t  th an  for  
a d u lts 4 3 .0 2 0.8 2 1.8 2 3.5 1 0 .5 2 1.8 2 2.6 1 2 .3 0
D idn’t  know 1 0 .7 2 0.8 0 — 1 1.8 2 0 .9 0 — 0 0 _ 0 -----
Total 134 100.0 259 100.0 111 100.0 57 100.0 216 100.0 106 100.0 77 100.0 43 100.0 5 100 .0
Children Suffers 
More than adults 1? 12.7 25 9 .7 7 6 .3 7 12.3 22 10.2 6 5.7 10 13.0 3 7 .0 1 20 .0
As much as adults m 62.7 191 73.7 81 73.0 37 64.9 159 73.6 79 74 .5 47 61 .0 32 7 4 .4 2 4 0 .0
Less than adults 22 16.4 26 10.0 15 13.5 11 19 .3 20 9 .3 13 12.3 11 14 .3 6 14 .0 2 4 0 .0
The two cannot 
be compared 1 0 .7 1 0*4 1 0 .9 0 1 0 .5 1 0 .9 1 1 .3 0 0
Didn’t  know 10 7 .3 16 6 .2 7 6*3 2 3 .5 14 6 .4 7 6 .6 8 10 .4 2 4 .6 0
T otal 134 100.0 259 100.0 H I 100.0 57 100.0 216 100.0 106 100.0 77 100.0 43 100.0 5 100. §
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T o ta l t S h ite  t ± .......... * •* * »  ....... .
0-11 s 34-66 t 67-100 i 0-33 t 36-66 I 67-100 : 0-43 t 34-66 J 67-100
a* her scent s bsr tcen t : ber scent : ber scent : bar tcen t s ber scent : ber s cent 2 b e r scent s b e r  scent
Deciduous Teeth Ares 
Kora im portant 
than permanent 
tee th 8 6 .0 21 8 .1 5 4 .5 1 1 .8 16 7 .4 5 4 .7 7 9 .1 5 11 .6 O —
J a s i as impor­
ta n t  as perma­
nent te e th 65 48.5 152 58.7 70 63 .1 32 56.1 130 60.2 70 66.0 33 42 .9 22 51.2 0  —
Lass i s  port an t 
than pemaneni 
te a th 19 14.2 50 19.3 30 27.0 7 12.3 44 20.4 26 24.5 12 15 .6 6 14 .0 4 80 .0
OX no consequence
because they  
shad anyway 34 25 .4 34 13.1 4 3 .6 15 26.3 24 11.1 3 2 .9 19 24 .7 10 23 .2 1 20 .0
D idn 't know 0 5.9 2 0 .8 2 1 .8 2 3 .5 2 0 .9 2 1 .9 6 7 .7 0 0 _
T otal 134 100.0 259 100.0 111 100.0 57 100.0 216 100.0 106 1OO.0 77 100.0 43 100.0 5 100.0
Children with
Toothaches
Presented;
Many behavior 
problems 44 32.8 73 28.2 20 18.0 15 26.3 53 24.5 18 17*0 29 37.7 2D 46 .5 2 40 ,0
Some behavior 
problems T9 59.0 173 66.8 86 77.5 33 66.7 153 70.8 83 78 .3 41 53.2 20 46 .5 3 60.0Bo behavior 
problems 4 3 .0 5 1.9 3 2 .7 1 1 .8 3 1 .4 3 2 .8 3 3 .9 2 4 .7 0 ------
B ehavior problems 
under c e r ta in  
c o n d itio n s 5 3.T 7 2.7 2 1 .8 2 3 .5 6 2 .8 2 1 .9 3 3 .9 1 2 .3 0 .Mm
D id n 't know 2 1 .5 1 0 .4 0 — - 1 1 .7 1 0 .5 0 —- 1 1 .3 0 0 -----
T otal 134 100.0 259 100.0 111 100.0 57 100.0 216 100.0 106 101.0 77 100.0 43 100.0 5 100.0
m
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} Total . . .  t. White * , Meft^oInformants Who /
.... 0-33 r 34-66 t 67-100 : 0-33 t 34-66 i 67-100 t 0 -3 3 .... * 36-66 s 67-100pOnQ0Q TO%v» * 
:
SuswjPer : 
her scent s
Rush:Per  : 
ber scent :
Num-iPer : 
ber scent :
Hum-: Per 
ber scent
t Nwa-iP^r
t ber scent
: Num-iPer s 
s ber scent :
Mum-:Per
her scent
s Mte-siPcr 
: ber scent
: Hua-sPer 
s her scent
Children with  
Toothaches Rare: 
D efin ite ly  s ick 88 65 .7 172 66 .4 73 65.8 35 61 .4 142 65 .7 71 67 .0 53 6 8 .8 30 69 .8 2 40 .0
Rot s ick 19 14.2 40 15 .4 12 10.8 8 14 .0 32 14 .8 11 10 .4 11 1 4 .3 8 18 .6 1 20,0
Sink under cer­
ta in  conditions 18 13 .4 33 12.8 22 19.8 11 19 .3 31 14 .4 21 19 .8 7 9 .1 2 4 .7 1 20.0
Didn’t  know 9 6 .7 14 5 .4 4 3 .6 3 5 .3 11 5.1 3 2 .8 6 7 .8 3 6 .9 1 20.0
T otal 134 100.0 259 100.0 111 100.0 57 100.0 216 100,0 106 100.0 77 100 .0 43 100.0 5 100.0
Children with
M aleoeclnsions
Were:
D e fin ite ly
handicapped 90 67.2 198 76 .4 90 8 1 .1 36 63.2 165 76 .4 89 84 .0 54 70 .1 33 76 .7 I  20 .0
Rot handicapped 7 5 .2 15 5 .8 5 4*5 5 8 .8 11 5 .1 4 3 .8 2 2 .6 4 9 .3 1 20.0
Handicapped 
under certa in  
conditions 8 6 .0 16 6 .2 9 8 .1 2 3 .5 15 6 .9 9 8 .4 6 7 .8 1 3 .4 0 —
Didn’t  know 29 21.6 30 11.6 7 6 .3 14 24.5 25 11.6 4 3 .8 15 19 .5 5 11 .6 3 60.0
T o ta l 134 100.0 259 100.0 m 100.0 57 100.0 216 100.0 106 100.0 77 100.0 43 100.0 5 100.0
T heir Personal Re­
ac tio n  Towards E x ­
p e r i e n c e  7 > i t h  a
D en tist Was: 
Extreme fe a r 38 28.4 80 30.9 37 33.4 14 24.6 66 30.6 35 33.0 24 31 .2 14 32.6 2 4 0 .0
Mild fear 36 26.9 99 38.2 44 39.6 16 28.1 S3 38.4 42 39.6 20 26.0 16 37 .2 2 4 0 .0
Mecessary e v i l 54 40.3 72 27.8 25 22.5 24 42 .1 59 27.3 24 22.6 30 39 .0 13 30 .2 1 20 .0
Routine
prophylaxis 6 4*4 8 3 .1 5 4 .5 3 5 .2 8 3 .7 5 4 .8 3 3 .8 0 ----- 0 —
Total 134 100.0 259 100.0 111 100.0 57 100.0 216 100.0 106 100.0 77 100.0 43 100.0 5 100 .0
i d s
dental oar© 1© e ith e r  © ligh tly  more or mu oh more important fo r  
children* In co n tra st, persons in  the lower le v e ls  o f liv in g  group 
nor© o ften  b elieved  th a t there i s  no d ifference in  the Importance 
o f  providing such oar© for  children and providing i t  for adults*  
proportionately  more persons experiencing lower le v e ls  o f liv in g  
©or© convinced th at dental care i s  le s s  important for children than 
fo r  adu lts*  Although 10 per oent o f them held th is  opinion, only  
6 per oent o f th© middle index c la ss  and 2 per oent o f the upper 
index c la s s  shared the b e lie f*  Comparison o f the tabulations for 
ind iv idu al races shows th at in  general there is  an assoc ia tion  
between le v e l  o f liv in g  and a ttitu d e  among both whites and Hegross, 
but a ls o  in d ica tes  that the re la tion sh ip  is  le s s  pronounced among 
the Hegroes than among the whites*
The oomparatlve su ffer in g  o f  children and adults with  
toothaches* Level o f  liv in g  i s  not e sp e c ia lly  important as a 
determining factor  in  in fluencing a tt itu d es  toward the oomparatlve 
suffering o f ch ild ren  and o f adu lts with toothaches* I t  i s  s ig n if ­
icant, however, th a t proportionately fewer persons in  the higher 
4«ii*T ©lass than in  the middle and lower c la sse s  believed  that 
children su ffer  more than adults* This d ireot a sso c ia tio n  does 
n et fe llo w  in  the responses which ind icate that children su ffer  as 
much or less than a d u lts . In the f i r s t  instances a higher proportion 
©f informants in  th© middle index c la ss  than in e ith er  the lower or 
higher c la ss  were o f th is  opinion, and in  the la tte r  instance
a sm aller proportion o f the middle index c la ss  than in the other two
1 9 4
c la sse s  held  s im ila r  opinions* Negroes show le s s  re la tio n sh ip  
between le v e l  o f l iv in g  and a tt itu d es  than do the whites*
The oomparatlve importanoe o f  deoiduoua and permanent te e th * 
R elationsh ip  between le v e l  o f  liv in g  and opinion concerning the 
r e la t iv e  importanoe o f  deciduous and permanent te e th  i s  apparent in  
two o f  the tabulations* An a sso c ia tio n  e x is t s  in  the tabulations o f  
informants who believed  th at deciduous teeth  were o f no consequence 
because they would be shed anyway and in  the tabulations o f  inform­
ants who believed  th at deoiduous te e th  were ju st as important as 
permanent teeth* An inverse re la tio n sh ip , however, m anifests i t s e l f  
la  the tab u lation s o f  those persons who f e l t  that deoiduous te e th  
were le s s  important than permanent teeth* the ind ividual races 
show sim ilar  patterns o f relationsh ip*
Whether or not children w ith toothaehes present behavior 
problems* The re la tio n sh ip  between le v e l o f  liv in g  and informants * 
opinions as to  whether or not ohi ldren with toothaehes present 
behavior problems shows up subtly* The tabulations reveal the 
In te r -re la tio n  between informants* le v e l o f  liv in g  and opinions 
th at children present many behavior problems to be co n sisten t but 
inverse in  the sample population* On the other hand, 59 per oent,
67 per e en t, and 78 per oent o f the c la sse s  o f  the lower, m iddle, 
and upper index groups, r e sp e c tiv e ly , f e l t  th a t th ese  ohildren  
present some problems* The tabulations for Negroes, in  contrast to  
those for w h ites , do not show a d ireot re la tio n sh ip  between le v e l o f  
l iv in g  and sueh opinions*
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Whether or n o t ch ild ren  with toothaches ar® d e f in ite ly  s i  ok*
The p o s s ib i l i ty  of a re la tio n sh ip  between lev e l of l iv in g  and 
a t t i tu d e  concerning whether or no t a ohi Id w ith a toothache is  sick* 
seaas extrem ely rem ote. The same proportions (66 per oent) of a l l  
th re e  index c la sse s  were o f the opinion th a t  ch ild ren  with toothaches 
a re  r e a l ly  s i  ok* P rop o rtio n ate ly  fewer informants in  the upper index 
class*  however* than in  the other index c lasses  did no t th ink  
ch ild ren  a re  s ic k  under such a co nd ition . Th© data fo r  the whites 
show a  c lo se r re la tio n s h ip  between these two fa c to rs  than those fo r 
the Negroes.
Whether or not eh ild ren  w ith meloocolusions are  psychologically  
handicapped.  There seems to  be a s lig h t  a sso c ia tio n  between lev e l 
o f l iv in g  and opinion concerning whether or not ch ild ren  with 
m&leocoluslone a re  psychologically  handicapped, The data show th a t 
61 per cen t o f the upper index class*  76 per cent of the mi o. die class* 
and 67 per oent o f the lower c la ss  were of the b e l ie f  th a t  ch ild ren  
so ch a rac te rised  are  handicapped. R e la tiv e ly  high proportions o f  the 
lower index c la ss  (22 per cent) and middle index c la ss  (12 per cent)* 
b u t ju s t  a few of the  upper index c la s s  (6 per cent)* did not fe e l  
th e i r  fund of knowledge on the su b jec t was adequate to  express an 
opinion, fhe re la tio n sh ip  between white informants* opinions and 
le v e ls  of liv in g  is  more pronounced than th a t  between the Negro 
in form ants' opinions and th e ir  lev e l of l iv in g .
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Personal re ac tio n  toward exportenoa with a d en tis t*  Ordina­
r i l y  One would expect th a t  persons with a high lev e l of liv in g  would 
be lees  l ik e ly  than those w ith a lower Index to  express extreme fea r  
of d en ta l treatm ent* Th© ta b u la tio n s , however, show an Inverse 
re la tio n sh ip  between lev e l of liv in g  and negative reac tio n  toward 
experience w ith  a d e n t is t .  Twenty-eight per cent of th© lower, 31 
per oent of th e  m iddle, and 55 per oent of th© upper index c lasses  
put o f f  experience w ith a d e n tis t  as long as possib le because of 
extreme fear*  Also of s ig n ifican ce  is  the  fa c t th a t  27 per cent of 
the lower, 58 per oent of the  m iddle, and 40 per cent of the higher 
index c lass  h e s ita te d  before going to  the d e n tis t  fo r care because 
of m ild fear*  In c o n tra s t,  a g rea te r proportion of th© lower index 
c la ss  than o f the middle and upper c la sses  looked upon den tal 
experience as a necessary e v i l  and reported  fo r treatm ent a t  th© 
f i r s t  opportunity* The above s t a t i s t i c s  suggest th a t  lev e l o f liv in g  
plays a  minor r a le  in comparison w ith o ther fac to rs  in  th© formula­
tio n  of an informants* a t t i tu d e s  toward experience w ith a d en tis t*  
In te re s tin g ly  enough, the  data fo r the ind iv idual races are  s im ila r 
In  th a t  they both show an inverse re la t io n  between a t t i tu d e s  and 
lev e l o f  liv ing*
III*  CONCLUSIONS
The preceding analyses have pointed out several fa c ts  of major 
in te re s t*  They have emphasized the ro le  which socio-economic fac to rs  
ch a rac te riz in g  the ind iv idual Informant play in  h is  knowledge.
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op in ions, and a tt itu d es  r e la t iv e  to  certa in  aspects oJT d erta l car©* 
la  th e  an a ly s is  o f th© re la tio n sh ip  of socio-economic factors to  
knowledge and opinions we found that* (1) Younger informants are 
more l ik e ly  to  he informed about dental facte  and hold the opinion 
th a t  p a re n ta l apathy i s  responsib le for the n eg lect o f ch ild ren 's  
tee th*  (2) P ro testa n ts , when compared with C atholics, are s l ig h t ly  
b e t te r  Informed about dental fa c ts  and more often  b e lieve  th at  
paren ts neg leo t dental oar© for  children because o f  apathy*
(5) As compared to  the persons with le s s  formal education, the inform­
a n ts  w ith more formal education are bettor informed about dental 
fa c ts  and more often  think that parents neg leot dental care for  
ohi ld ren  because o f apathy* (4) Informants with higher le v e ls  of  
liv in g  are b e tter  informed about dental fa c t s ,  and more o f them 
b e liev e  th at p aren ta l apathy and the fa c t th at parents think i t  
unnecessary are the reasons for th© n eg lect o f dental care for  
ohildren*
A study o f the re la tion sh ip  o f socio-economic fac to rs  to  
a t t i tu d e s  o f  parents concerning certa in  aspects o f dental care 
revealed th att (1) Younger informants are more l ik e ly  to have 
a t t i tu d e s  favorable to  dental care for children* (2) Informants w ith  
more formal education , in  general, have a ttitu d es  more favorable 
to  dental care for children* (S) Protestants, as compared with  
C a th o lics , have s l i / h t l y  more favorable a ttitu d es  toward dental oare 
for ch ild ren . (4) Persons with higher le v e ls  o f liv in g  have somewhat 
more favorable a tt itu d es  toward dental oare for children*
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R acia l d ifferen ces  arc not pronounced in the in ter -re la tio n sh ip  
of knowledge, opin ions, and a t t i tu d e s  to  seciO'-eoauonio factors* la  
gen era l, however, the w hites ure charaocoriaed by acre p o s itiv e  
re la tio n sh ip s  between these fautora void knowledge, opini.vuj, and 
a t t i tu d e s  »
B rie f ly  speaking, the conclusion of the above analyses is  
th a t  socio-economic factors boar a causal r e la t io n  to  the informant*s 
a t t i tu d e s  and opinions r e la t iv e  to  dental care for children* k  
g en e ra liza tio n  im plied i s  that w ith in  broad lim its  a study of the 
so c io lo g ica l and economic c h a ra cter is tic s  of a ru ra l  population  
w ill  d isc lo se  c e r ta in  a tt itu d es  p revailing  among the variously  
ch arac terized  members o f the population*
c h a p t e r  v
THB RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ATTITUDES AND DENTAL PRACTICES
H y p o th e t io u liy  one would assume th a t  persons e x p r e ss in g  th® 
nor® en lig h ten ed . &. t t i tu d o a  toward dunt&i ot.ro would raor© o lo s e ly  
follow  approved d e n ta l p r a c t ic e s .  On th© b a s is  of t h i s  assum ption , 
a s tu d y  o f  th© r e la t io n s h ip  betw een a t t i tu d e s  and d en ta l p r a c t ic e s  
w ould seem  to  b® u s e le s s *  There a r e ,  how ever, afc l e a s t  two j u s t i ­
f i c a t io n s  fo r  t h i s  typ e  o f  a n a ly s i s .  In th© f i r s t  p la c e , hypotheses 
have to  be t e s t e d  fo r  v a l i d i t y  no m atter how l o g ic a l  th e y  seam. 
Second , i t  i s  known th a t  some in d iv id u a ls  and groupu are in con ­
s i s t e n t  i th e y  do n e t  " p r a c tic e  what th ey  preach.**^ I f  th e  l a t t e r  
i s  th e  c a s e ,  e d u c a t io n a l programs must b© form ulated  w ith  th e  aim o f  
in t e g r a t in g  th© I n d iv id u a l's  p e r s o n a li t y .  Die p r a c t ic e s  must emerge 
a s l o g i c a l  and c o n s is t e n t  w ith  h is  know ledge, o p in io n s , and a t t i t u d e s .  
Viewed in  the above l i g h t ,  a stu d y  o f  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between d e n ta l  
p r a c t ic e s  a r c  a t t i t u d e s  assumes major im portance.
The Provision o f  P r o fe s s io n a l D ental Care
fo r  C hildren R e la te d  to  A tt itu d e s
The f i r s t  to p ic  t o  be co n sid ered  i s  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between
^ la  th is  re sp e c t i t  must be remembered that an a ttitu d e  i s  
only a  beginning of ac tion  which is  not n ecessa rily  completed* In 
o ther words i t  i s  possib le  to obtain u verbal response or a tt itu d e— 
as a  beginning o f ac tio n —which Is  never culminated In practice*
See Kimball Young, S o c ia l Psychology, New Yorks F* 5» Crofts & Co., 
I n c ., 1944, p. 12l j  and P ltir lm  A. Sorokin, S o c ie ty , Culture and 
P erso n a lity , New Yorks Harper and B ros., 19 4V, pp.
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* p a re n t*• a t t i tu d e s  toward den ta l oare and th® provision  o f profes­
s io n a l d en ta l oare fo r h is  ohi ldren* This an a ly sis  Is  based on 
whether or n ot ohild ren  had a c tu a lly  been taken to  a d e n tis t  ra th e r  
than on in d ica tio n s th a t  they might be a t  some fu tu re  date* In other 
^  r e la te s  a c tu a l behavior ra th e r  than verbalised  responses to  
expressed a tti tu d e s*  Those parents who may never have had any other 
reason fo r  tak in g th e i r  ch ild ren  to  the  d e n t is t ,  should a t  le a s t  have 
taken them for ro u tin e  cheeks* A ll tab u la tio n s  appear in  Table XXXVI* 
The comparative Importanoe of d en ta l oare for ch ild ren  and 
a d u lts* There i s  a p o s itiv e  re la tio n sh ip  between a t t i tu d e s  concerning 
the oomparatlve importanoe o f den ta l oare fo r ch ild ren  and b e l ie f  in  
p ro fessio n a l d en ta l oare* Parents who were of the opinion th a t  den tal 
care fo r  ch ild ren  was more im portant than for ad u lts  more frequen tly  
made i t  a p o licy  to  provide th e i r  o ffsp ring  w ith p ro fessional service* 
Over two f i f t h s  (41 per oent) o f those who had provided den tal oare 
repo rted  suoh an opinion* On the o ther hand, the view th a t den tal 
ears fo r ohi ldren  was e ith e r  no d if fe re n t in  importanoe from th a t  fo r 
ad u lts  or was le s s  im portant was more o ften  expressed by parents who 
had n o t given th e i r  ch ild ren  p ro fessio n a l den tal oare* Th® data fo r 
the in d iv id u a l races show s im ila r  p a tte rn s  of in te r - re la t io n sh ip .
The oomparatlve su f fa ring  of ohi ldren and adu lts  w ith toothaches * 
There a lso  appears to  be an a sso c ia tio n  between parents* a tt i tu d e s  
r e la t iv e  to  the oomparatlve su ffe rin g  of ohi ldren and ad u lts  w ith 
toothaches and th e ir  prov ision  o f pro fessional den tal care for 
children* Although approxim ately the same proportions of parents
Tfimtx xxxvi
Ififortt&fits WhC 
S03pO^9d That* f
Dental Care fo r 
Children is ? ' '
Much so re  impor­
ta n t than fo r  
adu lts  
S lig h tly  so re  
important than 
fo r  adu lts  
Sot d iffe ren t 
from th a t fo r  
adu lts
S lig h tly  le ss  
important than 
fo r  adu lts  
Much le s s  impor­
ta n t  than fo r  
adu lts  
©id not knou
Total 
Children Suffer;
RELATIONSHIP BBTWSOI PR0FE58I0RAL DISTAL CARS FCRRXS8KB 
CHHDR8K AMD PAPISTS ATTITODSS TOWARD DISTAL CARS, 
WITH COKPAIOSCffiS BT RACK
ChildiW ReceiTinn Professions! Dental 6mgc
Total t white t . ..............................9mm
Tee : to  t Tee : So „JL. Tee i 4»
Run-:Per 
ber scent
WuB-sPer 
ber icant ber tcent ber tcent b er tcent
52 19 .8  
57 21*7 
145 55.1  
5 1 .9
4 1 .5
0 ~
263 100.0
26 13 .0  
27 12.5  
142 65 .7  
14 6 .5
3 1 .4
2 0 .9
216 100.0
41 13 .6  
51 23 .2  
120 54.5
5 2 .3
3 1 .4
Q
220 100cO
22 15 .9  
16 11 .6  
88 63.8 
9 6 .5
0 .7
1 .5
138 100.0
11 25.6 
6 14.0 
25 58 .1
0 —
1 2 .3
0 —
43 100.0
6 7 .7
11 14.1 
54 69 .2  
5 6 .4
2 2.6  
0 -----
78 100.0
More than adu lts 24 9 .1 20 9 .3 16 7 .3 14 2 £ . l 8 18 .6 6 7 .7As much as ad u lts 194 73 .8 148 68 .5 165 75 .0 99 71.7 29 6 7 .4 49
1 • I 
6 2 .8
Less than adu lts 28 10.6 34 15.7 25 11 .4 18 13.1 3 7 .0 16 20.5The two cannot 
be com oared 1 0 ,4 1 0 .5 1  0 .4 1 0 .7 0 «— 0
Bid not know 16 6 .1 13 6 .0 13 5 .9 6 4 .4 3 7 .0 7 9 .0
T ota l 263 100.0 216 100.0 220 100.0 138 100.0 43 100.0 78 100 .0
oi-*
t
TABLE XXX9X  (C ontinued)
RRLATIOWSHIP BSTWlfSI PROFESSIONAL DKSfTAL CABS FURNISHED
CHILDREN AND PARENTS ATTITUDES TOWARD DENTAL CAMS, 
WITH COMPARISONS BT RACE
3 C h ild ren  R ece iv in g  P r o m o tio n a l C en ta l Care
Iafon& ants who
3 T o ta l * W hite s N egro
•* f e  8 : Wo s Tee s Wo : Tee : Wo
Responded T hat: 3 N un-:P er : Nun- :P er s Hum-: P er s N un-: P er s Hum-: P er s Num-sPer
3 b er  sc en t : b er  scen t s b e r  sc en t 1 b er  sc e n t 3 b e r  sc e n t s b e r  sc en t
ciduouc Teeth Are; 
<YQ im portant 
than permanent 
te e th
dust as important 
as permanent te e th  
Less im portant than 
permanent te e th  
Of no consequence 
because they shed 
anyway 
Bid not know
t o t a l
Children w ith  
Toothaehes 
Presented s 
Many behavior 
p rob lem  
Sot:e behavior 
problems 
Ho behavior 
problems 
Behavior problems 
under c e r ta in  
conditions 
Bid not know
T otal
20 7.6  
158 60.1 
511 19*4
30 11.4 
4 1.5
263 100.0
69 26.2  
182 69.2 
6 2.3
6
0
2.3 
263 100.0
12 5.6
116 53.7 
41 19.0
40 18.5 
7 3.2
216 100.0
65 30.0 
138 63.9 
4 1.9
8 3.7
1 0.5
216 100.0
13 5.9
136 61.8 
47 21.4
21
3
9.5
1.4
220 100.0
51 23.2 
160 72.7 
4 1.8
5 2.3
0  -----
220 100.0
7 5.1
85 61.6 
24 17.4
20 14.5 
2 1.4
138 100.0
32 23.2 
100 72.5 
1 0.7
5 3.6
0 — "**
138 100.0
7 16.3 
22 51.2 
4 9.3
9 20.9 
1 2.3
43 100.0
16 41.8
22 51.2 
2 4.7
1 2.3
0 ~
43 100.0
5 6 . 4
31 39.7 
17 21.8
20 25.7 
5 6.4
78 100.0
33 42.3 
38 48.7 
3 3.9
3 3.8
1 1.3
78 100.0
l\5o©a
f j u n i  x x x n  (e w iiK in f)
RELATIONSHIP BBTWSBI PROFESSIONAL DOTAL GARS FURNISHED 
CHXIDRB39 AND PAHOTS ATTITUDES TOWARD DOTAL CARE, 
WITH COMPARISONS BT RACE
: Children Receiving P ro fessional Dental Care
« T otal *e White ee NegroInformants Who Tea : No t Tea t No s Tee X NoResponded That* j Rubh :Per : Nma-tPer : Nu»-: FOr : Hum-1Per *• Nun- 1  Per t Rum-:Per
: b er tcent e• ber tcen t : b e r tcen t : b er scent e• b e r  tcen t : b e r scent
Children with
Toothaches were:
D efin ite ly  s ick 175 66.5 142 65.8 142 64 .5 92 66.7 83 76 .7 50 64 .1
Not s iek 37 14 .1 33 15 .3 34 15 .5 17 12.3 3 7.0 16 20.5
Siek under cer­
ta in  conditions 36 13.7 30 13.9 34 15.5 23 16 .7 2 4.7 7 9 .0
Did not know 15 5 .7 11 5 .0 10 4 .5 6 4 .3 5 11.6 5 6 .4
Total 263 100.0 216 100.0 220 100.0 138 100.0 43 100.0 78 100*0
Children with
Maleoeclusions Were:
D efin ite ly
handicapped 213 81.0 147 68.1 177 80.5 96 69.6 36 83 .7 51 6 5 .4
Net handicapped 12 4 .6 14 6 .5 9 4 .1 11 8.0 3 7.0 3 3.8
Handicapped under
ce rta in  conditions 17 6 .4 14 6 .4 16 7.2 8 5 .7 1 2 .3 6 7 .7
Did not know 21 B.0 41 19 .0 18 8.2 23 16.7 3 7.0 18 23.1
T otal 263 100.0 216 8 6 O 220 100.0 138 100.0 43 100.0 78 100.0
Their Personal Re-
action  Towards Ex-
D entist Was:
Extreme fea r 61 30.8 66 30 .6 65 29 .5 43 31.2 16 37.2 23 29.5
MUd fear 99 37.7 72 33 .3 8? 39.6 47 34.1 12 27 .9 25 32.1
Necessary e v i l  
Routine
74 28 .1 69 31.9 59 26,8 42 30.4 15 34.9 2? 34.6
prophylaxis 9 3 .4 9 4 .2 9 4 .1 6 4 .3 0 — 3 3 .8
T otal 263 100.0 216 100.0 220 100.0 138 100.0 43 100.0 78 100.0
ISia
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who had and who hod n o t provided den ta l oare fo r th e ir  children 
be lieved  ch ild ren  Buffered more then adults*  fewer o f the l e t t e r  
group were o f  the opinion th a t  ch ild ren  su ffered  as much as adults* 
Also* g re a te r  proportions of those who had not furnished such serv ice 
f e l t  th a t  ch ild ren  did no t su ffe r  as much as a d u lts . Ho doubt such 
an a t t i tu d e  m il i ta te s  ag a in s t den ta l oats fo r children* Apparently 
th e re  i s  a c lo se r a sso c ia tio n  between the a tti tu d e s  o f Negro parents 
and th e i r  p rov ision  o f den ta l care fo r th e ir  ch ild ren  than there i s  
among w hite parents* Nhy th is  should be tru e  Is not clear*  I t  nay 
be due to  educational or s im ila r  d iffe re n tia ls*
The comparative importance of deoiduous and permanent te e th * 
There i s  a  more or le ss  d ire c t  a sso c ia tio n  between a t t i tu d e s  concern­
ing the  oomparatlve importanoe o f deoiduous te e th  and pro fessional 
d en ta l care provided children* More of the parents who were o f the 
b e l ie f  th a t  deoiduous te e th  were ju s t  as im portant as permanent 
teeth*  I f  no t more* had made such oare availab le*  in te re s tin g ly  
enough* approxim ately the same proportion o f each group (19 per cent) 
expressed the opinion th a t  deoiduous te e th  were le ss  important* 
P ro p o rtio n a te ly  more o f the parents who had no t furnished th e ir  
ch ild ren  w ith  suoh oare* however* were of the opinion th a t  deoiduous 
te e th  were o f no consequence because they would be shed anyway* The 
data  fo r  Negro parents again show a more d ire c t in te r - re la t io n  
between a t t i tu d e  and p ro fessio n a l den ta l care furnished children  than 
do the  dfcta fo r  white parents*
zm
Whether or a o t ohildren  w ith  toothaches p resent behavior 
problems* Ho s ig n if ic a n t a ttttu d in & l d ifference as to  whether or 
ao t ch ild ren  with toothaches presented behavior problems appears 
between parents who d id  and did no t provide d en ta l oare fo r  ^ Children# 
This i s  probably because the fa c t  i s  so apparent th a t  v i r tu a l ly  a l l  
parents a re  aware o f i t*  The high proportions o f a l l  parents of 
the opinion th a t  ch ild ren  w ith  toothaches give a t  le a s t  some ”tro u b le” 
in d ica ted  th is  p o ss ib ility *  R acia l d ifferences a re  r e la t iv e ly  
in s ig n ifican t*  H sither whites* nor Negroes * responses show d ire c t 
re la tio n sh ip s  between the above two variab les*
Whether or not ch ild ren  w ith toothaches are  d e f in ite ly  s ic k *
As in  the previous instance* there is  no apparent in te r - re la tio n sh ip  
between b e lie fs  th a t  ch ild ren  w ith toothaches are s ick  and the 
p rov ision  o f p ro fessio n a l d en ta l care* I t  is  tru e  „ however * th a t 
large  proportions of each group expressed the b e l ie f  th a t  ch ild ren  
su ffe rin g  in  such a way a re  no t sick* Too, i t  i s  in te re s tin g  to  note 
th a t  the data  fo r Hegro p a ren ts* in  c o n tra s t to  those fo r  the white 
parents* show a d ire c t  a sso c ia tio n  between the provision o f p ro fes­
sio n a l d en ta l care fo r  ch ild ren  and a b e l ie f  th a t  ch ild ren  w ith 
toothaches were d e f in ite ly  sick* This seems to  su b s ta n tia te  the 
aforementioned hypothesis th a t  educational d if f e r e n t ia ls  account fo r
th is  phenomenon*
W hether or no t ch ild ren  w ith malcocoiuslon are psychologically  
handicapped* There i s  no question of the d ire c t connection between 
b e lie fs  t h a t  maleocclusions d e f in ite ly  handicap children  and the
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prov ision  o f p ro fessio n a l d en ia l oare fo r children# Over four fifth®  
(8* per °®a t ) of> the paren ts who had given th e ir  ch ild ren  prof©a- 
• io n a l o a re , as compared w ith  s l ig h t ly  over two th ird s  (68 per oent) 
o f  those who had n o t, were of the opinion th a t  such a ch ild  is  
d e f in i te ly  handicapped* The re la tio n s h ip , s ig n if ic a n tly , i© more 
apparent in  th e  tab u la tio n s  fo r th® Negroes than fo r the whites* 
Personal reac tio n  toward experience w ith a d e n t i s t* There 
does no t seem to  be any p o s itiv e  a sso c ia tio n  between p a ren ts ’ 
a t t i tu d e s  toward personal experience with a d e n tis t  and the provision 
o f d en ta l care  fo r c h ild re n . In f a c t ,  th e re  Is a s lig h t  in d ica tio n  
of an inverse re la tio n sh ip *  The data fo r the ind iv idual races , lik e  
the data fo r the group as a whole, do not show any p a r tic u la r  
re la tio n sh ip s  •
The R egularity  o f P rofessional Dental Checks 
Given Children Helated to  ATtitudes
Although i t  is  in  a way re la to d  to  the p rac tice  of providing
d en ta l ca re , the re g u la r i ty  w ith which children  aro taken fo r
p ro fessio n a l d en ta l checks is  more revealing* I t  gives more in s ig h t
in to  the  p a r tic u la r  behavior of the ind iv idual parent in  regard  to
den ta l oare fo r ch ild re n . For th is  reason the c ro ss-tab u la tio n s  in
Table XXXVII and the d iscussion  below are  important supplements to
the previous d iscu ss io n . They a lso  fu rn ish  p e rtin e n t inform ation of
primary importanoe to  the sub jec t under study*
The comparative importance o f den tal pare fo r ch ildren  and
adu lts*  Parents who were of the opinion th a t  den ta l care fo r ch ild ren
TABLE XXXVII
RELATIONSHIP BETV; 
AND PARENTS
EEN REGULARITY OF PROFESSIONAL DENTAL CHECKS GIVEN CHILDREN
attitudes toward dental care, with comparisons by race
•• The R egularity With Which Children Are d{ren P rofession al Dental Checks
: T otal t White •* Negro
Infoncants Who s Only When I  Two Years s Newer t Only When t Two Years t Newer : Only When s Two Years •e Never
Suspended That: i in  Fain t or le s s  : Given t in Pain ; or Less : Given e* in  Pain t or Less s Given
: hum-;Per t Num-;Per : Hum-;Per s Num-:Per • Rum-1 Per : Num-jPar eV Sum-: Per : Num-;Per « "ftum-jPer
t her scant ? ber tcent ; ber scent : ber scent : ber scent s bar ;cent : ber scent : bar scent s ber ;een t|
D ental Care fo r
Children 1st
Much more iavoor-
tant than for
a d u lt3 47 23.2 13 24.1 20 9 .0 36 21.7 13 26.0 14 9 .9 11 29.7 0 --------- 6 7 .5
S l ig h t ly  more
im portant than
fo r  a d u lts a 20.2 18 33.3 28 12 .6 33 19 .9 16 32.0 20 14.1 8 21.6 2 50.0 8 10.0
Hot d i f f e r e n t
from th a t fo r
a d u lts 110 54.2 22 40.7 150 67.5 92 55.4 21 42 .0 93 65 .5 18 48 .7 1 25 .0 59 73 .8
S l ig h t ly  l e s s
important than
fo r  a d u lts 3 1 .4 0  — 16 7 .2 3 1 .8 0  ™ 11 7 .7 0 --------- 0 — 5 6 .2
Much l e s s  impor­
tant than fo r
a d u lts 2 1 .0 1 1 .9 4  1 .8 2 1 .2 0 -------- 2 1 .4 0 — 1 25 .0 2 2*5
B id  not know 0 — ~ 0 -------- 2 0 .9 0 _ 0 — 2 1 .4 0  — 0 — 0 —
T o ta l 203 100.0 54 100.0 222 100.0 166 100.0 50 100.0 142 1CQ.0 37 100.0 4  100.0 80 100.0
C h ild ren  S u ffe r ;
More than a d u lts 13 6 .4 8 14.8 24 10.8 10 6 .0 7 14.0 14 9 .9 3 8 ,1 1 25 .0 10 12.5
As much as adu lts 148 72 .9 35 64.8 159 71.6 121 72 .9 33 6610 109 76.8 27 73 .0 2 50.0 50 6 2 .5
Loss than  a d u lts 26 12,8 6 11,1 28 12 .6 23 13.9 5 10,0 15 10.5 3 8 .1 1 25 .0 13 16 .3
The two cannot
he compared 2 1.0 0 — 1 0 .5 2 1 .2 0 -------- 0 — 0 — 0 «— 1 1 .2
B id n o t know 14 6 .9 5 9 .3 10 4 .5 10 6 .0 5 10.0 4 2 .8 4  10,8 0  ----- 6 7 .5
Total 203 100.0 54 100.0 222 100.0 166
O8
50 100.0 142 100.0 37 100.0 4 100.0 80 100.0 MO
ta b ls  aaa&ix <c*»Mam»a)
KSLAT10HSHIP SSTWRIW RSGOlARITT Of PROFESSIOHAL WWTAL CKBGXB OTTER CHllAftfiK 
ARB PARWTS ATTITUDES TOWARD B8HYAL CARE, WITH CORPA1080118 BT RACE
t "Th» P ^ a ta l
t Totri- ■ x W»it»  - « -   , i W t -  m............
Informants 15ho : Only Wbvn i Two Years : Rarer : Only Whan : Two Yeart : Harar ; Only Whan x Two Year* : Barer
Responded That; : In Pain t or Less : Given : In Pain : or Less : Olvan : In Pain ; or la g  a : Given
: Sum-;Per ; Rusk;Far ; Num-sPer t Hum-;Per ; Rum-1Per ; Buie-:Par s Rum-jPer ; Hma-sPer ; Hum-jPer
duous Teeth Are;
More important
than permanent 
te e th 18 8,9 6 11*1 8 3.6 10 6.0 4 8.0 6 4.2 8 21.6 2 50.0 2 2.5
dost as important 
as permanent 
te e th 119 58 #6 38 70.4 114 51.4 102 61.5 37 74.0 81 57.1 17 46.0 1 25.0 33 41.3
Less important 
than permanent 
te e th 33 16,3 10 18.5 51 23.0 31 18.7 9 18.0 32 22.5 2 6.4 1 2 5 .0 19 23.8
Of no consequence 
because they  
shed anyway 27 13.3 0 44 1 9 . 8 18 10.8 0 23 16.2 9 24.3 0 21 26.2
Did no t know 6 2,9 0 — 5 2.2 5 3.0 0 ----- 0 «— . 1 2.7 0 — 5 6.2
T otal 203 0
1
54 100.0 222 100.0 166 100.0 50 100.0 142 100.0 37 100.0 4 100.0 80 100.0
Children with
Toothaches
Presented;
Many behavior 
probl sms 69 34*0 9 16.7 55 24.8 47 28.3 9 18.0 27 19.0 22 59.5 0 28 35.0
Some behavior 
problems 122 60.0 43 79.6 156 70.3 m 66.9 39 78.0 110 77.5 11 29.7 4 100.0 46 57.5
Ro behavior 
problems 6 3.0 1 1.8 3 1.3 3 1.8 1 2.0 1 0.7 3 8.1 0 2 2.5
Behavior problems 
under c e r ta in  
conditions 6 3.0 1 1.9 7 3.2 5 3.0 1 2.0 4 2.8 1 2.? 0 3 3.8
Bid no t know 0 — • 0 - — 1 0.4 0 _ 0 0 « — 0 0 — 1 1.2
T o ta l 203 100.0 54 100.0 222 100.0 166 100.0 50 100.0 142 100.0 37 100.0 4 100,0 80 100.0
m
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tlnforaants Who 
Responded That:
T otal
HLVAI V9U4VU UULXUi «ll AKV V7J.TNI1 riVAl
i w hite s Negro
Only When t Two Tears i 
in  Pain : or Less :
Newer
Given
{ Only When : Two Tears : Newer 
: in  Pain t or Less : Giron
i Only When s Two Tears t 
: In Pain t or Lees :
Never
Siren
NaneiPer : Num-iPer : Nu»-:Per i Nnafr-iPer 
ber rcent : bar tcent : her tcent : ber teent
Nun-:Per t Nun-}Per : Ns#-: Per t Uun-;Per s Jftun-: Per 
ber tcent ; ber rcent ? ber jcont • b a r rcent : ber scent
dren with
oothaches ftere: 
D efin ite ly  s ick
Not s ick  
Sick wider cer­
ta in  conditions 
Did not know
T otal
Children with 
Maieoeelusions 
W res
D efin ite ly
handicapped 
Not handicapped
Handicapped 
under ce rta in  
conditions 
Bid not know
Total
T he ir Personal Re­
ac tio n  Towards Ex­
perience with a 
D en tis t Was: 
Extreme fea r  
F i ld  fe a r  
Necessary e v il  
Routine 
prophylaxis
T o tal
125 61.6 40 74 .1 153 68 .9 97 58 .4 37 74 .0 99 69.7
40 19.7 4 7 .4 26 11.7 33 19 .9 3 6 .0 14 9 .9
29 14.3 10 18.5 27 12.2 28 16 .9 10 20.0 22 15.5
9 4 .4 0 16 7 .2 8 4 .3 0 ----- 7 4 .9
203 100.0 54 100.0 222 100.0 166 100.0 50 100.0 142 100.0
156 76.9 46 85.2 158 7 1 .2 126 75 .9 42 34.0 103 72.5
12 5.9 1 1.8 13 5 .9 9 5 .4 1 2 .0 10 7 .0
10 4 .9 6 11.1 15 6 .7 9 5 .4 6 12 .0 n 7 .8
25 12 .3 1 1.9 36 16 .2 22 13.3 1 2 .0 18 12.7
203 100.0 54 100.0 222 100.0 166 100.0 50 100.0 142 100.0
28
7
1
1
75.7
18.9
2 .7
2 .7
3
1
0
0
75 .0
25.0
37 100.G
30
3
81.1
8.1
1 
3
37 100.0
2 .7
8.1
4 100.0
0 —
0 ~  
0 ----
4 100.0
54
12
5
9
67.5
15.0
6.2
11 .3
4 100.0 SO 100.0
55
3
68.8
3 .7
4
13
5 .0  
22 .5
80 100,0
71 35.0 13 24.1 63 28.4 54 32.5 13 26.0 43 30.3 17 46 ,0 0 20 25.0
61 30,0 25 46.3 87 39.2 55 33.1 21 42 .0 59 41.5 6 16.2 4 100.0 28 35 .0
64 31.5 12 22,2 66 29.7 51 30.8 12 24.0 36 25 .4 13 35.1 0 « « — 30 37.5
7 3.5 4 7 .4 6 2 .7 6 3.6 4 8 .0 4 2 .8 1 2 .7 0 2 2 .5
203 100.0 54 100.0 222 100*0 166 100.0 50 100.0 142 100,0 37
01
4 100.0 80 100,0 o<D
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was a t  le a s t  s l ig h t ly  mare im portant than fo r ad u lts  mor© often  
brought th e i r  oh ild ren  for p ro fessio n al d en ta l ohaoka# The s t a t i s t i c s  
show th a t  57 per cen t of the informants who followed approved 
p ra c tic e s  w ith respeo ts  to  d en ta l oheoka, as compared with 43 per
se n t who gave th e i r  oh ild ren  oare only when they were in  pain and
22 por cen t who never provided such oare , held approved a t t i tu d e s *
This f a o t  in v ite s  the oonolusion th a t  those parents who novor take 
th e i r  ch ild ren  fo r  d en ta l ohooks, or do so only as a la s t  r e s o r t ,  
do no t have a s u f f ic ie n t  fund o f inform ation from which to  develop 
the proper a tt i tu d e s*  The connection between a tt i tu d e s  and p rac tice  
in  th e  above re sp ec t i s  much more pronounced among w h ites, as
ind ioated  by the d a ta , than among Negroes*
The comparative su ffe rin g  of oh ild ren  and ad u lts  w ith 
toothaches* The tab u la tio n s  do no t show d e f in ite  p a tte rn s  o f asso c i­
a tio n  between expressed opinions o f parents concerning the comparative 
su ffe rin g  of ch ild ren  and ad u lts  w ith toothaches and the re g u la r i ty  
w ith  which they  gave th e ir  oh ild ren  d en ta l checks* Seemingly th is  
inform ation was equally  known in a l l  th ree  groups# I t  i s  probable 
th a t  th is  i s  an instance where the a t t i tu d e  does not have the 
necessary  weight to  s tim u la te  a c tio n . In other words, other fac to rs  
in  the ind iv idual*s or group’s environment play the determining 
ro le s*  Ind iv idual tab u la tio n s  fo r both whites and Negroes f a i l  to  
show in te r - re la tio n sh ip s  between the above two factors*
The comparative importance of deciduous and permanent te e th * 
There is  a p o s itiv e  a sso c ia tio n  between opinion in  regard to  the
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comparative importano© o f deciduous and permanent te e th  and p ro fes— 
aIona1 d e n ta l ohooks given ch ild ren- R ela tive ly  more of* th© parents 
mho expressed the  a t t i tu d e s  th a t  deciduous te e th  were Ju s t as 
im portant a s ,  or more im portant than , permanent te e th  took th e ir  
ch ild ren  fo r  reg u la r den ta l oho oka than th e ir  neighbors who, i f  they 
took th e i r  oh ild ren  to  the d e n tis t  a t  a l l ,  did so only when they 
were in  pain* Too, g rea te r  proportions of these l a t t e r  groups were 
o f th e  b e l ie f  th a t  deoiduons te e th  were loss im portant than perma­
nent te e th  or of no consequence because they shed anyway* Although 
the proportions among the Negro groups are  sm aller, the data fo r  
both races show d ire o t in te r - re la tio n sh ip s  between the above 
variab les*
Whether or not ohildren  w ith  toothaches p resen t behavior 
problems* parents* opinions concerning the problems of ch ild ren  with 
toothaches does not a f f e c t  the giving of p ro fessional den ta l checks 
to  ch ild ren  a t  regu lar in te rv a ls .  This appears to  be another instance 
where the consensus o f agreement is  so high th a t  analyses of r e la t io n ­
sh ip  lose v a lid ity *  The one d ifferen ce  is  th a t parents giving th e ir  
ch ild ren  checks a t  regu lar in te rv a ls  more o ften  f e l t  th u t ch ild ren  
w ith toothaches would p resen t some instead  of many problems* This 
fhot i s  tru e  among w hites and Negroes alike* At any r a t e ,  w ell over 
90 per cen t of a l l  groups in  the general population were of the 
opinion th a t  ohildren  w ith toothaches presented a t  le a s t  some behavior 
problems *
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Whether or n o t o h ild r e n  w ith  to o th a ch es  are  d e f i n i t e l y  s io k .  
R ural p aren ts*  concern  over ta k in g  t h e ir  c h ild r e n  fo r  p r o fe s s io n a l  
d e n ta l  checks v a r ie s  somewhat w ith  th e ir  a t t i t u d e s  toward o h ild re n  
w ith  to o th a ch es*  Those p a ren ts  who ex p ressed  the b e l i e f  th a t  
o h ild r e n  w ith  to o th a c h e s  are  i l l  more o f te n  took  th e ir  c h ild r e n  fo r  
such  checks a t  r e g u la r  i n t e r v a l s * In c o n tr a s t ,  g r e a te r  p rop ortion s  
o f  th e  p a ren ts  who e i t h e r  never took  t h e ir  o h ild re n  to  th e  d e n t is t  
or d id  s o  o n ly  i f  th ey  were in  p a in , were o f  th e  op in io n  th ^ t a c h i ld  
s u f f e r in g  w ith  a to o th a ch e  i s  n o t  s io k .  The data fo r  Negroes do 
n o t f o l lo w  th o se  f o r  w h ite s  in  showing th e  above a s s o c ia t io n .  There 
i s  l i t t l e  d ou b t, how ever, th a t  i f  more Negroes had taken  th e ir  
c h ild r e n  fo r  d e n ta l checks a t  r e g u la r  in t e r v a le ,  th e  p ic tu r e  would 
be d i f f e r e n t*  In o th er  w ords, th e  Negroes are n ot s u f f i c i e n t l y  
r e p r e se n te d  among th ose  h av in g  d e n ta l oheoks made fo r  t h e ir  c h ild r e n  
to  J u s t i f y  any c o n c lu s io n s*
K hether or n o t c h ild r e n  w ith  m a leo o e lu sio n s are d e f in i t e l y  
handicapped* A gain th e r e  i s  ev id en ce  o f  a r e la t io n s h ip  between  
a t t i t u d e s  and d e n ta l p r a c t ic e s *  A lthough the p rop ortion s o f  p arents  
b e l ie v in g  a o h i ld  w ith  m a leo o o lu sio n s i s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  handicapped  
was h ig h  in  a l l  grou p s, r e l& t i w i y  more o f  th o se  who took  t h e ir  
c h ild r e n  fo r  p r o fe s s io n a l  checks a t  reg u la r  in te r v a ls  were o f  t h i s  
op in ion *  On th e  o th er  hand, c o n s id er a b ly  h igher p rop ortion s o f  
i n f  o r ie n t  a who e i t h e r  never took  t h e ir  ch ild ren  to  th e  d e n t i s t  or  
d id  so  o n ly  when th e y  com plained , d id  n o t have the fund o f  Inform ation  
from  w hich to  draw o p in io n s on t h i s  q u e s t io n . The data for  the
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in d iv id u a l  r a c e s  show s im ila r  r o la tio n a h lp a *
P erso n a l ro ta tio n  toward exp er ien ce  w ith  ja d e n t i s t * Kxoept 
fo r  the fa c t  th a t  few er o f  th e  p aren ts who took  th e ir  ohildren fo r  
r e g u la r  d e n ta l oh a ok .1 exp er ien ced  extreme f e a r ,  thoro i s  no s i g n i f ­
ic a n t r e la t io n  betw een a t t i t u d e s  toward ex p er ien ce  w ith  a d e n t is t  
and re g u la r i ty  o f  d en ta l check-up v i s i t s .  As p r e v io u s ly  m entioned, 
th is  lack  o f a sso c ia tio n  may be due to  th e  fa o t  th a t  th e  c u ltu r a l  
fa c to rs  overcome r a t io n a l  th in k in g  and determ ine behavior* The 
r a c ia l  fa c to r  appears to  be i n s ig n i f i c a n t ,  s in c e  n e ith e r  the f ig u r e s  
fo r th e  w hites nor th o se  fo r  th e  IJegroes show d ir e c t  r e la t io n sh ip *
P eriod ic  Inspections o f C hildren’s Gums Related to  A ttitudes 
I t  i s  obvious th a t  the parent in te re s te d  in the d en ta l h ea lth  
of h is  ch ild ren  w il l  in sp ec t th e ir  gums a t  reg u la r in terva le*  The 
n ec e ss ity  fo r  such inspections is  so apparent th a t i t  needs no 
defense. Although on a p r io r i  grounds we might expect & close 
a sso c ia tio n  between such ac tio n  and a t t i tu d e s  favorable toward 
d en ta l c a re , i t  w il l  be in te re s tin g  to  t e s t  fo r the re la tionsh ip*  
Such ta b u la tio n s  appear in  Table XXXVIII and are  discussed below*
The comparative importance of den tal care for ohildren and 
adu lts*  R e la tiv e ly  more parents who hold the approved opinions 
concerning the comparative importance of den ta l care fo r ohildren 
and ad u lts  p e rio d ic a lly  inspect th e ir  ch ild ren ’s gums. The data show 
t» a t  p ro p o rtio n a te ly  over twloa aa many of them (87 per oent ae 
oompared w ith  16 per oent) believed den ta l oare fo r oh ild ren  to  be
TABLE XXXVIII
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PERIODIC INSPECTION OP CHILDREN*S GUMS 
AND PARENTS ATTITUDES TOWARD DENTAL CARE,
WITH COMPARISONS BY RACE
: Children Given Periodic 0’im Inspection®
• T ota l s White s NegroI& fonm U  Iho . Tea s No s Tee s Ho : Tea : §0responded That:
• Rum-: Per i Rua-sPer : Nuia-sPer : Rum- j Per : Num-sPer : Hush i Per
:__  b er :cen t :_____bar scent t_____ b er scent t b e r  scent s b e r  seent : b e r :cent
Dental Care fo r  
Children i s :
Much more impor­
ta n t  th an  fo r
a d u lts 73 17.S 4 5 .9 56 17.6 4 10 .3 17 18.7 0 —
S l ig h t ly  more 
im portant than 
f o r  a d u lts 79 19.3 6 8 .8 65 20.5 3 7 .6 14 15 .4 3 10.3
Not d i f f e r e n t  
from th a t  f o r  
a d u lts 236 57.7 51 75.0 182 57.2 27 69.2 54 59.4 24 82 .8
S l ig h t l y  l e s s  
im portant than  
f o r  a d u lts 15 3.7 4 5.9 10 3 .1 4 10.3 5 5 .5 0
Much l e s s  impor­
ta n t  th an  f o r  
a d u lt s 4 1.0 3 4 .4 3 1 .0 1 2 .6 1 1 .0 2 6 .9
D id n o t know 2 0 .5 0 —- 2 0*6 0 — • 0 — 0
T o ta l 409 100.0 68 100.0 318 100.0 39 100.0 91 100.0 29 100.0
h ild r e n  S u ffe r :  
More than  a d u lts 35 8 .6 7 10,3 28 8 .8 4 10 .3 7 7 .7 3 10 .3
As much as  a d u lts 294 71.9 48 70.6 233 73.3 27 69.2 61 67.0 21 7 2 .4
L ess th an  a d u lts 53 13.0 9 13.2 39 12.3 5 12.8 14 15.4 4 13 .8
The two cannot 
be compared 1 0 .4 1 1 .5 1 0 .3 1 2 .6 0 0
Did n o t know 26 6 .3 3 4 .4 17 5.3 2 5.1 9 9 .9 1 3 .5
T o ta l 409 100.0 68
01
318 100.0 39 100.0 91 100.0 29 fcf 8 • O
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PERIODIC INSPECTION Cfr CHILDREN'S Gflfl® 
AMD PARENTS ATTITUDES TOWARD DENTAL CARE,
WITH CCSf PARIS OHS BT RACE
Children (Arm  Periodic Qua Inspections
Informants Who 
Responded That:
T ota l J White s N a m
Tea i Mo * fa s t No t Tea .............I . . . 1 a
: Nub-:  Per t Nub- : Per s Nun-1 Par t Nub- s Par * Nuo-: Per t Nufflr-: Per
bar scant ber scant bar scant ber scant bar scant ber scant
deciduous Teeth Are: 
More important than  
permanent tee th n 7 .6 2 2 .9 20 6 .3 1 2 .6 11 12 .1 1 3 .5
Just as important 
as permanent tee th 232 56.7 40 58.8 193 60 .7 27 69 .2 39 42 .9 13 44.8
Less important than 
permanent teeth 79 19.3 12 17.7 65 2 0 .4 5 12.8 14 15 .4 7 24.1
Of no consequence 
because they shed 
anyway 58 14.2 12 17.7 36 11 .3 5 12.8 22 24 .1 7 24.1
Bid not know 9 2 .2 2 2 .9 4 1 .3 1 2 .6 5 5 .5 1 3 .5
Total 409 100.0 68 100.0 318 100.0 39 100.0 91 ICO.0 29 100.0
Children with 
Toothaches Presented: 
Many behavior 
problems 110 26.9 21 30.9 72 22.6 9 23.1 38 41 .8 12 41 .4
Some behavior 
problems 280 68.5 42 61.8 235 73.9 27 69.2 45 49.5 15 51.7
No behavior 
problems 9 2 .2 1 3 .5 4 1 .3 1 2 .6 5 5 .5 O
Behavior problems
under certa in  
conditions 9 2 .2 4 5 .8 7 2 .2 2 5 .1 2 2 .2 2 6 .9
Bid not know 1 0 .2 0 _ 0 0 — X 1 .0 0
T ota l 409 100.0 68 100.0 318 100.0 39 100.0 91 100.0 29 100.0
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RELATIONSHIP BSTWKEN FHUQDIC INSPECTION OP CHILDREN'S <20MS
Aim PARENTS ATTITUDES TOWARD DENTAL CABS,
WITH COMPARISONS BT RACE
Informants Who 
Responded that:
Total t White t Heir©
Tee Ho t Tee j Ho t Tea •* Mo
Nu&-:Per 
ber :cent
Num-: Per
ber icant
Mum- 1  Per 
ber scent
Rum-{Per 
ber tcent
Ruffl-s Per  
b er  jc e n t
Riuo-: p er  
b er  jce n t
ild r e a  w ith  
cothaches Were;
P®finitely 3ick
Mot s ic k  
S ick  under c e r ­
t a in  c o n d itio n s  
Did n ot know
T ota l
C hildren  w ith  
M aleo cc lu sio n s Were? 
D e f in i t e ly  
handicapped  
Hot handicapped  
Handicapped under 
c e r ta in  c o n d it io n s  
Did n o t know
T o ta l
Their P erson a l Re­
a c t io n  Towards Ex­
p e r ie n c e  w ith  a "™ 
D e n t is t  Was:
Bxfcreae f e a r  
M ild f e a r
Necessary e? i l
Routine
p ro p h y la x is
T o ta l
277
57
67.8
13 .9
37 54.4  
14 20.6
212 66 .7  
43 13.5
21 53.8  
8 20 .5
6 5  7 1 . 4  
1 4  1 5 .4
16 55.2 
6 20 .7
57 13.9 10 14.7 51 16 .0 7 18 .0 6 6 .6 3 10.3
18 4 .4 7 10.3 12 3 .8 3 7 .7 6 6 .6 4 13.8
409 100.0 68 100.0 318 100.0 39 |m
) 8 © 91 100.0 29 100.0
318 77.8 40 58.8 248 78 .0 24 61 .5 70 76.9 16 55.2
21 5.1 5 7 .4 17 5.3 3 7 .7 4 4 .4 2 6 .9
27 6 .6 5 7 .3 22 6 .9 3 7 .7 5 5.5 2 6 .9
43 10.5 IS 26.5 31 9 .8 9 23.1 12 13.2 9 31.0
409
O-»8r*f 68 100.0 318 100.0 39 200.0 91 100.0 29 100.0
122 29.8 24 35.3 94 29.6 13 33.3 28 30.8 11 3 7 .9
149 36.4 20 29 .4 119 37 .4 14 35.9 30 33 .0 6 2 0 .7
122 29.8 22 32 .4 92 28 .9 10 25.7 30 3 2 .9 12 4 1 .4
16 3.9 2 2 .9 13 4 .1 2 5 .1 3 3 .3 0 —
409 100.0 68 100.0 318
08H
39 100.0 91 100.0 29 100.0
ma t  l e a s t  s l i g h t l y  more Im portant than for  a d u l t s • p arents who never  
in ep ao tad  t n o ir  c h ild r e n * s  gurus , on th e  o th er  hand, wor© more o f  tan  
o f  th e  o p in io n  th a t  d e n ta l oar© fo r  o h ild re n  in  n o t d i f f e r e n t  from  
or i s  le a s  im portant than th a t  fo r  a d u l t s .  R a c ia l analyse** show 
s im ila r  in t e r - r e la t lo n a h ip s  between th o se  two fa c to r s #
The com parative s u f fe r in g  o f  o h ild ren  and a d u lts  w ith  
to o th a c h e s . Knowledge con cern in g  the r e la t iv e  s u f fe r in g  o f  c h ild r e n  
and a d u lt s  w ith  to o th a o h es does n o t mean th a t  parents make p e r io d ic  
in s p e c t io n  o f  c h i ld r e n ’s gum a more fr e q u e n t ly . For th e  sample popu­
la t io n  a s  a w h o le , th e r e  i s  no g r e a t  v a r ia t io n  in  the p rop ortion s  
o f  p a r e n ts  who d id  and d id  n o t make p e r io d ic  in s p e c t io n s  o f  t h e ir  
o h ild r e n * s  gums, in  th e  e x p r e ss io n  o f  t h e ir  v a r io u s  o p in io n s  about 
tb s  ooraparati/e  s u f f e r in g  o f  o h ild re n  und a d u l t s .  T his s u g g e s ts ,  
fo r  one t h in g ,  th a t  th e  g en era l p o p u la tio n  i s  aware o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  
o h ild re n  w ith  to o th a ch es  s u f fe r  much the same way a s  do a d u lts#  
Whether or not th e y  a c t  a c c o r d in g ly  la  another B tory . The data  fo r  
th e  w h ite  group show a c lo s e r  in t o r - r o la t io n  between th e se  two 
v a r ia b le s  than do th o se  fo r  Ifegroos#
The com parative im portance o f  deciduous and permanent t e e t h .  
A lthough  th e  d if f e r e n c e  i s  n o t g r e a t , p r o p o r tio n a te ly  more p aren ts  
who gave t h e ir  c h ild r e n  p e r io d ic  gum in s p e c t io n s  b e l ie v e d  deciduous  
t e e t h  to  be j u s t  a s  im portant a s ,  or more im portant th an , permanent 
t e e t h .  T his r e la t io n s h ip  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e r e  i s  some b a s is  fo r  
co n c lu d in g  th a t  favorab lo  a t t i t u d e s  toward d en ta l ca re  mean more 
approved d e n ta l p r a c t ic e s  fo r  o h ild r e n . I n t e r e s t in g ly  enough, H egroes
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show a toor# d ir e c t  a s s o c ia t io n  between t h i s  a t t i t u d e  and th e  d e n ta l  
p r a c t ic e  o f  p e r io d ic  gum in s p e c t io n s  than do the w h ites*
W hether or n o t c h ild r e n  w ith  tooth ach es p r e sen t b eh av ior  
problem s * The data  do n o t show any a s s o c ia t io n  between a b e l i e f  th a t  
o h ild r e n  w ith  to o th a c h e s  p r e sen t b eh av ior  problems and p e r io d ic  
in s p e c t io n  o f  c h i ld r e n 's  gums. Sfoither th e  ta b u la t io n s  for  th e  
w h ite s  nor th o se  fo r  th e  Uegroe® show s ig n i f i c a n t  p a tte r n s  o f  
r e la t io n  in  t h i s  r e sp ec t*  E ith e r  th e  f a c t  i s  so  apparent th a t  a l l  
p a ren ts  a r e  aware o f  i t # or  th e y  know o f  the f a c t  bu t are n o t  
In flu e n c e d  by  i t  enough to  fo llo w  a l l  approved d e n ta l p r a c t ic e s #
Whether or n o t  c h ild r e n  w ith  to o th a ch es  are  d e f in i t e l y  s i c k # 
r e n ts  o f  th e  o p in io n  th a t  c h ild r e n  w ith  too th a ch es are d e f i n i t e l y  
s io k  more o f te n  in s p e c t  t h e ir  c h i ld r e n 's  gums# Over two th ir d s  
(68 per c e n t)  o f  th en  a s  compared w ith  ap p rox im ately  one h a l f  
(84 per c e n t)  o f  th e  p aren ts who d id  n o t make such  in s p e c t io n s  
ex p ressed  a fa v o r a b le  a t t i tu d e #  On th e  o th er hand, a g r e a te r  
p ro p o rtio n  o f  th e  l a t t e r  group (21 per o en t a s  compared w ith  14 per  
c e n t)  d id  n o t  f e e l  th a t  a c h i ld  w ith  a too th ach e  i s  s ick #  Even 
g r e a te r  p ro p o rtio n s  o f  Wegroes than o f  w h ite s  ( o f  th o se  in s p e c t in g  
t h e ir  c h i ld r e n 's  gums) were o f  th e  o p in io n  th a t  c h ild r e n  w ith
to o th a c h e s  a r e  s ic k #
Iffhether or not ch ild ren with maleocclusions are  psychologically  
handicapped* Informants believ ing  th a t ch ild ren  with torleoooluaions 
a re  d e f in i te ly  handicapped more o ften  make period ic  inspections of 
th e i r  own c h ild re n 's  gums# The tab u la tio n s  show th a t almost four
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f i f t h s  (79 per cen t) o f the parents Making such inspections f as com*” 
pared w ith  lo ss  than two f i f t h s  ($9 per oent) o f those who did n o t, 
wore of the b e l ie f  th a t  such s  condition would handicap a child*
Xh c o n trad is tin c tio n *  more o f th e  parents who did not in spec t th e ir  
c h ild re n 's  guns e i th e r  did no t th ink  sinleocclusions handicapped 
o h ild ren , or th a t  th is  was tru e  only under c e r ta in  conditions* Shis 
l a t t e r  group a ls o ,  more freq u en tly  did n o t know what to  answer in  
response to the  above question* The asso c ia tio n  between th is  
sp e c if ic  a t t i tu d e  and d en ta l p rac tice  is  more marked among Hegroes* 
Proj>ortiornately more o f them, however, f a i le d  to  give an answer to  
the  question* This probably is  a re f le c t io n  on th e ir  lack of 
education*
Personal re a c tio n s  toward experience w ith a d e n t i s t* As has 
been noted b e fo re , i t  i s  apparent th a t  p a re n ts ' a t t i tu d e s  toward 
personal experience w ith a d e n tis t  a re  not associa ted  to  any close 
degree w ith  th e i r  d e n ta l p rac tices*  This instance is  no exception* 
fixoept fo r  the  f a c t  th a t  more paren ts who did not give th e i r  
o h ild ren  perio d ic  gum inspections reacted  w ith extreme f e a r ,  there  
i s  p ra c t ic a l ly  no d ifference in  the proportions of each group 
expressing th e  various reac tio n s  to  personal experience with a 
d e n tis t*  H either th e  ind iv idual tab u la tio n s  fo r the whites nor those 
fo r  the Megroes show s ig n if ic a n t re la tionsh ips*
The Provision o f Toothbrushes fo r  Children Related to  A ttitudes
Zf ch ild ren  own toothbrushes, the fa c t in d ica tes  some oonoern 
fo r  th e i r  d en ta l h ea lth  on the p a r t o f parents* I t  should follow
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th a t  th ese  paren ts would have a t t i t u d e s  m o re  . f a v o r a b l e  t o  d e n t a l  
care  in  general# ^he ta b u la t io n s  in  Table XDCXX w e r e  m ade t o  
determ ine whether or n o t  t h i s  was tru e*  The d is c u s s io n  fo l lo w s  
below*
comparative im portance o f  d e n ta l oaro fo r  c h ild r e n  and 
a d u lts# ^here la  a d ir e c t  a s s o c ia t io n  betw een parents* a t t i t u d e s  
with regard to  the comparative im portance o f  d e n ta l car© fo r  c h ild r e n  
and adu lts  and th e ir  p ro v id in g  t h e ir  c h ild r e n  w ith  too th b ru sh es#
Those paren ts who p rov id ed  t h e ir  o h ild re n  w ith  too th b ru sh es more 
o ften  expressed the  o p in io n  th a t  d e n ta l c a re  fo r  c h ild r e n  m s  
s l ig h t ly  m ore, or much m ore, im portant than fo r  a d u lts*  Those 
parents whose oh ild ren  d id  n o t have to o th b ru sh es , on th e  o th er  hand, 
more o ften  f e l t  th a t  d e n ta l oare fo r  o h ild r e n  i s  c i t h e r  no d i f f e r ­
ent from th a t  fo r  a d u lts  or i s  l e s s  im portant# Such an in  te r '-r e la ­
tio n sh ip  seems to  le a v e  no doubt t h a t  the p r o v is io n  o f  too th b ru sh es  
i s  but one way o f  e x p r e ss in g  a t t i t u d e s  fa v o ra b le  to  d e n ta l care*
I t  is  s ig n ific an t th a t  th e  f ig u r e s  fo r  Negroes show a mar© d ir e c t  
connect ion between a t t i t u d e s  and the p r o v is io n  o f  too th b ru sh es fo r  
children than do th o se  fo r  w h ite s*
The com parative s u f fe r in g  o f  o h ild ren  and a d u lts  w ith  
toothaches* T h is i s  a n oth er  in s ta n c e  in  which i t  i s  apparent th a t  
th e re  i s  a c a u s a l  r e la t io n  betw een parents* a t t i t u d e s  toward c e r ta in  
asp ec ts  o f  d en ta l oare and t h e ir  p rov id in g  o h ild ren  w ith  toothb ru sh es#  
Considerably la r g e r  p rop ortion s o f  the parents whose c h ild r e n  owned 
toothbrushes (81 per oent as compared w ith  72 per c e n t)  were of the
TABLE XXXIX
RELATIONSHIP BSTWSIN CHILDREN'S OWNERSHIP Of TOOTHBRUSHES
AND P RENTS ATTITUDES TOWARD DENTAL CARE,
WITH COMPARISONS BT RACE
: , Children Owning Tootkbrusfcea
Xaforaants jfco !------------- =-----------------------------------------------------------------^ ----------------------- 5----------------------- SSfflE.«>,.*. »________ 1*2______ I________ No_______ j________ Teg______ i________ No_______ t________ Tea ;_______ No
: Num-sPer j Num-?P«r ; Num-rPer : Nu»->: Per i Num~: Per t ftum-: Per
_?  ber : cent :___________________ ber rcent : ber jcen t : b er : cent : b e r : cent % ber :cent
'Dental Care fo r  
Children is  i 
Much more impor­
ta n t than fo r
adults 76 18,0 3 5.9 60 17,8 2 11.1 16 18.6 1 3.0
S lig h tly  sore 
important than 
fo r  adu lts 76 18,0 10 19.6 65 19.3 4 22.2 11 12,8 6 18.2
Not d iffe re n t 
from th a t  fo r  
adu lts 247 58,4 33 64.7 192 57.0 11 61.1 55 64.0 22 66.6
S l i^ i t ly  le s s  
im portant than 
fo r  adu lts 16 3,8 3 5.9 13 3.9 1 5 .6 3 3.5 2 6 .1Much le ss  impor­
ta n t  than  fo r  
ad u lts 5 1 .1 2 3.9 4 1.2 0 — 1 1.1 2 6 .1
Did not know 3 0.7 0 3 0 .8 0 ™ 0 —- 0 —
T otal 423 100.0 51 8 • O 337 H O o • o 18 100.0 86 100.0 33 10C.0
bild ren  Suffer? 
More than ad u lts 36 8 .5 7 13.7 29 8 ,6 3 16.7 7 8 .1 4 12,1
As much as adu lts 308 72.8 30 58.8 246 73.0 13 72.2 62 72.1 17 51,5
Lees than ad u lts 54 12,8 8 15.7 42 12.5 1 5.5 12 14.0 7 21.2
The two cannot 
be compared 2 0.5 0 2 0 .6 0 ---- 0 ™ 0
Did not know 23 5*4 6 11.8 18 5.3 1 5.6 5 5.8 5 15.2
T o tal 423 100.0 51 100.0 337 100.0 18 100,0 86 100.0 33 100.0
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RELATIONSHIP BOTWRER CHtUHUOV'S OWNERSHIP OF TOCTHBRDSHRS
AND PARENTS ATTITUMSS TOWARD DENTAL CARR,
WITH COMPARISONS BY RACK
Children ffmrilnr Toothbrushes
Informants Iho 
Rea ponded That;
Total ? White t *egro_
Tee X No : Yes t No : Yes : So
Rum-;Per X Rum-: Per t Rum-: Per : KUm-sPer : Rum^sPer : Rum-tPer
ber tcent ©• ber tcent : ber eemt x  ber tcent t ber tcent •e ber scent
j'Jbeoiduous Teeth Are: 
Nor© important than
permanent tee th  
«h*st as important
29 6.9 3 5.9 20 5.9 0 ------ 9 10.5 3 9.1
as permanent te e th  
Less important than
242 57.2 26 51.0 203 60.2 13 72.2 39 45.3 13 39.4
permanent te e th  
Of no consequence 
because the?  shed
86 20.3 7 13.7 70 20.8 2 11.1 16 18.6 5 15.2
anyway 56 13.2 13 25.5 38 11.3 3 16.7 18 20.9 10 30.3
Did not know ID 2.4 2 3*9 6 1.8 0 4 4 .7 2 6.0
T otal
Children with 
Toothaches Presented; 
Man? behavior
423 100.0 51 100.0 337 100.0 18 100.0 86 100.0 33 100.0
problems 
Some behavior
117 27.7 15 29.4 76 22.6 6 33.3 41 47.7 9 27.3
problems 
Ho behavior
28? 67.8 30 58.8 249 73.9 10 55.6 38 44.2 20 60.6
problems 
Behavior problems 
under ce rta in
8 1.9 2 3.9 5 1.5 0 3 3.5 2 6 .1
conditions 11 2.6 3 5.9 7 2.0 2 11.1 4 4.6 1 3.0
Bid not know 0 *—- 1 2.0 0 — . 0 — 0 —- 1 3.0
T otal 423 100.0 51 100.0 337 H 8 o 18 100.0 86 100.0 33 100.0
tzz
TMKJI XXX 2X (G ent lamed)
RELATIONSHIP BSTWBRN CHILDREN*8 OWNERSHIP OF TOOTHBRUSH®
AND PBRBNTS ATTITUD2S TOWARD DENTAL GARB,
WITH COMPARISONS BT RACK
: Children Owning Toothbrushes
• T ota l White t Negro
DMTwwlaJ , * Tes Ho * Tes t Ho t Tee t HoKvSpOlWlwl Tina'  ^* Hum-:Per : Num­ tPer : Hum-:Per t Hun-tPer t Nura-tFer : Hum-: Per
: b er seent : ber tcent : b er tcent t b e r tcent t b e r :can t t b e r tcent
ghildren Kith
Toothaches &ere:
D efinitely  s ick 279 66.0 33 64.7 219 65 .0 13 72.2 60 69 .8 20 60.6
Not sick 62 14 .7 9 17.6 49 14.5 2 11.1 13 15.1 7 21.2
Sick under ce rta in
conditions 60 14.1 4 7 .9 53 15-7 2 11.1 7 8 .1 2 6 .1
Did not knbw 22 5 .2 5 9 .6 16 4 .8 1 5 .6 6 7 .0 4 12 .1
Total 423 100.0 51 h 8 • © 337 100.0 18 100.0 86 100.0 33 100.0
Children with
Maleocclusions were:
D efin ite ly
handicapped 327 77 .3 29 56.9 261 77.5 10 55.5 66 76.8 19 57.6
Not handicapped 22 5 .2 4 7 .8 19 5 .6 1 5 .6 3 3 .5 3 9 .1
Handicapped under
ce rta in  conditions 27 6 .4 4 7 .8 23 6 .8 1 5 .6 4 4 .6 3 9 .1
Did not know 47 11.1 14 27.5 34 10.1 6 33.3 13 15.1 8 24 .2
T otal 423 100.0 51 100.0 337 100.0 18 100.0 86 100.0 33 100.0
T heir Personal Re­
ac tio n  Towards Ex­
perience with a
D en tist Was:
Extreme fe a r 131 31.0 16 31.4 105 31.2 3 16.7 26 30.2 13 39.4
Mild fe a r 154 36 .4 15 29 .4 126 37 .4 7 38*9 28 32.6 8 24*2
Necessary e v il 123 29.1 17 33.3 92 27.3 7 38.9 31 36.0 10 30 .3
Routine
prophylaxis 15 3 .5 3 5 .9 14 4 .1 1 5.5 1 1 .2 2 6 .1
T otal 423 100.0 51 100.0 33? 100.0 18 100.0 86 100.0 33 100.0
toM
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opinion th a t  ohildren s u ffe r  as much a s ,  or more than, a d u lts  w ith  
too thaches• in  c o n tra s t , la rg e r  proportions of the parents who 
had n o t provided th e ir  ohild ren  w ith toothbrushes believed th a t  
oh ild ren  su ffe r  le ss  than adults*  An analysis  o f the  ind iv idual 
data  fo r  Kegroes and fo r  whites reveals the in te re s tin g  fa c t  th a t 
the  former show a c lo se r re la tio n sh ip  between these two factors*
th e  comparative importance of decldnous and permanent te e th * 
The tab u la tio n s  In  Table XXXXX a lso  show th a t  there i s  a re la tio n sh ip  
between parents* opinions concerning the re la t iv e  importance o f 
deciduous te e th  and th e ir  making toothbrushes av a ilab le  to  th e ir  
children* Persons who were o f the  b e l ie f  th a t  deciduous te e th  are  
ju s t  a s  im portant a s ,  or more important than , permanent te e th  more 
often  provided th e i r  oh ild ren  w ith toothbrushes* On the o ther 
hand, those informants who were o f the opinion th a t deciduous te e th  
a re  le ss  im portant than permanent te e th , or o f  no consequence 
because they a re  shed anyway, le s s  o ften  provided th e ir  ch ild ren  
w ith th is  p re re q u is ite  to  den ta l hygiene* I t  may be s ig n if ic a n t 
th a t  th i s  re la t io n s h ip ,  although no t e sp e c ia lly  apparent in  the 
ta b u la tio n s  fo r th e  w h ites, is  very pronounced in  those fo r the 
Vegroes*
Whether or no t ohildren w ith toothaches present behavior 
problems* Although the a sso c ia tio n  does not show exceptional 
p ro p o rtio n s, th ere  i s  a re la tio n sh ip  between informants* expressed 
b e l ie f s  in  regard  to  whether or not ohildren w ith toothaches present 
behavior problems and th e i r  provision o f toothbrushes fo r th e ir
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ohildren* The data show th a t ,  whereas approximat e ly  the easts 
p r o p o r tio n s o f paren ts who did and did not provide th e ir  ohildren 
w ith  toothbrushes believed  toothaches caused ohildren to  present 
many bei&vior problems, oon*idem bly g rea ter proportions o f the former 
group were o f the opinion th a t such ohildren would cause a t  le a s t  
some problems* P roportionate ly  more of those persons who had not 
given th e ir  oh ild ren  toothbrushes e ith e r  did no t have answers, 
q u a lif ie d  th e i r  answers, or answered negatively  in  response to  the 
above question* Except fo r the fa c t  th a t  Negroes in  general more 
fr e q u e n tly  expressed the  b e l ie f  th a t  oh ild ren  w ith toothaches 
p r e sen t major behavior problems, few d ifferences appear in  the tabu­
la tio n s  fo r  the  in d iv id u al races*
Whether or no t ohild ren  w ith toothaches are  d e f in ite ly  s ic k * 
Only minor d iffe ren ces  appear In the d is tr ib u tio n  of responses to  the 
question regarding the condition o f a ch ild  w ith  a toothache* What 
d iffe ren ce  th e re  i s  in d ica te s  a tendency fo r parents who su p p lied  
th e ir  ch ild ren  w ith  toothbrushes more o ften  to  fe e l  th a t  a c h i ld  w ith 
a  toothache is  sick* Why the d ata  fo r N egroes should sh ow  a c lo s e r  
asso c ia tio n  between these two fa c to rs  than do th o se  fo r  the w h ites i s  
puss ling* This phenomenon i s  s u g g e s t iv e  o f  a g r e a te r  in te g r a t io n  o f  
knowledge and ac tio n  in  the former group*
W hether or n o t  o h ild re n  w ith  am looco lu sion s are ps y c h o lo g ic a l ly  
han d icap p ed *  In form an ts p r o v is io n  o f  too th b ru sh es to  th e ir  c h ild r e n  
vnr i e d  w ith  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  toward th e  c o n d it io n  o f  a oh a Id w ith  
n a l e o c o l u s i o n a *  I t  seems t h a t ,  in  g e n e r a l,  the parent who fe e ls  th a t
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aa leo  oolu*ions handicap chi Idren mor® o ften  provide# h ia  ch ild ren  
w ith  toothbrushes* A lso, the parents in  th is  group a re  le ss  proa® 
to  have no opinion on th is  m atter or to  q u a lify  th e ir  statem ents*
This o lose ftssoela tion  o f a t t i tu d e  and a c tio n  Is  apparent in  the 
tab u la tio n s  fo r both Negroes and whites*
Personal reac tion  toward experience with a d e n tis t* Again, 
th e  re la tio n sh ip  in  the tabu la tions re la t iv e  to  personal reac tio n s  
toward experience w ith a d e n tis t  and dental p rac tice  i s  no t con* 
s i  s te n t  enough to  be of importance* As in  previous analyses, very 
l i t t l e  re la tio n sh ip  i s  evident* This i s  tru e  of tha figu res fo r  both 
w hites and Negroes*
Conclusions
C erta in  conclusions can be drawn from th is  study o f the 
re la tio n sh ip  between selooted a t t i tu d e s  and den tal p rac tices  of 
parents* I t  i s  apparent th a t  parents who follow approved dental 
p rac tice s  more often  express a t t i tu d e s  which can be in te rp re ted  as 
f a v o r a b l e  to  d en ta l oare fo r ohildren* The fa c t th a t  th e  a sso c i­
a tio n  i s  no t as pronounced as i t  might be suggests the need of more 
education in  d en ta l health* I t  i s  s ig n if ic a n t th a t the cross-tabu­
la tio n s  o f opinion® and p rac tices  ind ica tes  Negroes to  have a la rger 
degree of consistency . Yihat accounts fo r th is  pehnomenon is  unknown* 
I t  w il l  n»kc an in te re s tin g  top ic  fo r fu rth e r research .
CHkFTm VI
SUMM&RY ivKD GQHCLU510133
W ithin re c e n t years recogn ition  o f the importance o f dental 
diBtft86 in  r e la t io n  to  h ea lth  as a whole has grown# Unquestionably, 
d en ta l h ea lth  problems begin w ith the te e th  o f children* Therefore 
! •  alarm ing to  discover th a t  over 95 per oent of the ch ild ren  who 
reach the  age o f f i f te e n  years have already  experienced sosos decay la  
th e i r  permanent tee th*  moreover. neg lect of dental oare is  g rea te r  
in  ru ra l  a reas than in  c it ie s #  The fa c t  th a t  th is  neg lec t is  not 
caused e n t i r e ly  by a lack of p ro fessio n al manpower or o f economic 
means, suggests th a t  so c ia l research  may su b s ta n tia lly  con tribu te  
to  i t s  dinanition* I t  Is apparent th a t  a l l  the many elements which 
combine to  form the ind iv idual a t t i tu d e s  of parents have a bearing 
om th e  den ta l oare th a t  ohild ren  reoelvsf hence th is  inquiry  in to  
the a t t i tu d e s  of ru ra l  parents toward den ta l oare fo r  ohildren*
Broadly speaking, th is  study proposed to  con tribu te  to  the 
general knowledge about h ea lth  by determ ining, in so fa r as Is  possib le , 
the  causal r e la t io n  between the a t t i tu d e s  and opinions of ru ra l  
paren ts on the one hand, and the den ta l oare th a t  th e ir  ohildren 
received on th e  other* More s p e c if ic a l ly ,  i t s  approach was th re e ­
fold* The f i r s t  concern was to  determine (1) the  so c ia l and economic 
ch a rac te r1 s tios of the sample populationj (2) the ex ten t of the sample 
populations * inform ation concerning d en ta l oarej and (3) re levan t 
se lec ted  a t t i tu d e s  and opinions o f persons who made up the sample*
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Xn the second p laoe, the study attem pted to  describe the 
a sso c ia tio n  and in te r - r e la t io n  of the a t t i tu d e s ,  opinion®, and 
inform ation o f paren ts and th e i r  various socio-economic o h arao to ris - 
t io s  and th e i r  prao tioee in  d en ta l care# The s ig n ifican ce  ©f theee 
re la tio n sh ip s  was brought in to  sharp focus and th e ir  scope revealed 
by ©lass and group comparisons* In th is  runner the p recise  ro le  of 
various groups in  shaping the  individual*® mental context was 
analysed*
F in a lly , the study iso la te d  and described , wherever s ig n i f i ­
can t d i f f e r e n t ia ls  appeared, the c h a ra c te r is tic s  of persons from 
n o rth  Louisiana and south Louisiana, and o f Fegroes and whites*
Two e n t i r e ly  ru ra l  minor c iv i l  d iv is io n s , Ward y ij  o f Jackson 
P arish  and Ward IX o f L afayette  P arish , were se lected  as rep resen ta­
t iv e ,  re sp e c tiv e ly , of north  and south Louisiana* As complete an 
•numeration o f these wards as possib le  y ielded schedules fo r 248 
fam ilie s  in  Jackson P arish  of which 79 were Negro* and 255 f&mllles 
in  L afayette  P a r ish , of which 46 were Negro* A ltogether schedules 
were obtained fo r  604 fam ilies*  These schedules c o n s titu te  the 
basic  data  o f th e  study.
A nalysis o f the survey data indicate® th a t  the o r ig in a l 
ae leo tio n  o f sample population® brought together persons from two 
a reas  and races who, although rep resen ta tiv e  of th e ir  surrounding 
peoples and in  some degree of the  general ru ra l population, d iffe red  
s ig n if ic a n tly  In sp ec ifio  characteristic® * The sample population 
from the North Louisiana Study Area d if fe rs  from th a t of th© South
8 2 9
Louisiana Study Area In these respects* the  parents a re  o lder and 
have more formal educations the  heads of fam ilies are  le ss  l ik e ly  to  
be employed in  ag ricu ltu re s  the fam ilies have higher income®s th ere  
i s  a  h igher degree P rotestan tism s they a tten d  church le ss  regularly*  
they  are  le ss  crowded in th e ir  homes* they have homes in  s l ig h t ly  
poorer conditions and p ro p o rtio n a te ly , they have fewer homes with 
running m te r  and f lu sh  t o i l e t s ,  more homes w ith e le c t r i c i ty  and 
ra d io s , and own fewer automobiles#
The w hites d if f e r  from the Negroes in  the following respect*g 
the  husbands a re  younger, the wives older? the  parents as a whole 
have more formal education; they are  fu rth e r up the neirarohv of 
Weeupattonal c la s se s ; they have higher incomes per fam ily; they have 
a la rg e r  proportion  o f C atho lics; they a tten d  church le ss  reg u la rly ; 
they  have fewer persons per room in  th e i r  homes j they have b e tte r  
homes; and p ro p o rtio n a te ly , they have more homes w ith running water 
and f lu sh  t o i l e t s ,  more homes w ith e l e c t r i c i ty  and rad io s , and more 
freq u en tly  own automobiles*
The an a ly sis  of the  s ta tu s  o f d en ta l hygiene and disorder* in  
the  survey a reas rewealed some s ig n if ic a n t fac ts#  Although p rofes­
s io n a l d e n ta l care  and approved d en ta l p rac tice  fo r ohildren a re  a t  
a minimum, th© incidence of den ta l d isorders is  high# Area and raoe 
d iffe ren ces  are  o f sign ificance#
pro p o rtio n a te ly  more of the  informants from the North L ouisiana  
Study Area as compared w ith those from the South Louisiana Study Area 
have oh ild ren  who have had experience w ith a d e n tis t ;  have ch ild ren
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who have B u ffered  from to o th a c h e s ;  have c h ild r e n  having ex p er ien ced  
gum b o i l s ;  have o h ild r e n  having exp er ien ced  o th er  gum d is o r d e r s j  
in s p e c t  t h e ir  o h ild ro n * s  m ouths; w a it u n t i l  t h e ir  o h ild re n  are  in  
p a in  b e fo r e  ta k in g  them to  a d e n t is t ;  and have c h ild r e n  owning 
too th b ru sh es*
P r o p o r t io n a te ly  more w h ite  in fo r ita n ts  a s  compared w ith  Negro 
in form ants have c h i 1 iro n  having had exp er ien ce  w ith  a d e n t is t ;  have 
ch ild ren , n o t having exp er ien ced  gum b o i l s  and o th er  :ura d iso r d e r s ;  
in s p e c t  t h e ir  o h ild re n * s  m ouths; tak e th e ir  c h ild r e n  fo r  r e g u la r  
d e n ta l ch eck s; and p rov id e th e ir  c h ild r e n  Tilth tooth b ru sh es*
A lthough p r o p o r t io n a te ly  more o f  them fceea to  have c h ild r e n
*
having had d e n ta l d is o r d e r s ,  p erson s from the North L ou isian a  Study  
Area snore o f te n  p rov ide th e ir  e h ild r o n  w ith  d e n ta l car© and fo llo w  
th e  a c c e p te d  stan d ard s o f  d e n ta l h yg iene than do th ose  from th e  South 
L ou isian a  Study Area* More w h ite s  r e la t iv e  to  t h e ir  number g iv e  
th e ir  o h ild r e n  d e n ta l care  and fo llo w  approved d e n ta l p r a c t ic e s  but 
fewer o f  th ea  have d e n ta l d iso r d e r s  among t h e ir  ch ild ren *
Prom th© stu d y  o f  r ea so n s  g iv en  fo r  parents*  n e g le c t in g  d e n ta l  
care fo r  c h i ld r e n ,  i t  i s  e v id e n t  th a t  p a ren ta l apathy i s  th e  most 
im portant* Such a d isco v e r y  s u g g e s t s ,  above a l l ,  th a t in d iv id u a l  
p a ren ts  must bo p ro p er ly  ed u cated  as to  the s e r io u sn e ss  o f such  
n e g le c t*  The a n a l y s i s ,  how ever, shows a r e la t iv e l y  c o n sta n t p a ttern  
of* a rea  and race  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  which 13 s ig n if ic a n t *  Compared w ith  
n orth  L ou isian a  p a r so n s , the youth L ou isiana  in form ants more o f te n  
e x p ressed  th© f e e l in g  th a t  f in a n c ia l  problems are more im p o rtan t than
mp aren ta l apathy as rea so n s  for  p a r e n ta l n e g le c t  o f  d e n ta l care  fo r  
c h i ld r e n .  - S im i la r ly ,  ?Tegro in fo rm a n ts, in  c o n tr a s t  to  w h ite  inform ­
a n t s ,  f e e l  th a t  f in a n c ia l  problems are more im portant than  p a r en ta l  
apathy a s  a reason  fo r  th e  n e g le c t  o f  c h ild r e n * $ to o th  by p a r e n ts .
The in fo rm a tio n  c o l l e c t e d  p e r ta in in g  to  inform ants* knowledge 
and o p in io n s  o f  d e n ta l d iso r d e r s  in d ic a te s  th a t  the la r g e  mB.jor1.ty  
o f  them do n o t know the cau ses o f  such d iso r d e r s  or do n ot have a 
v a lid  o p in io n  con cern in g  thorn* Inform ants from, th e  ftorth L ou isian a  
Study A rea , a s  compared w ith  th ose  from the South Louisiana. Study  
A rea, do n o t w a it  as lon g  to  take th o ir  c h ild r e n  to  the d e n t i s t 5 are 
more o fte n  inform ed about th e  cau ses o f  to o th a c h e s;  more o f te n  
believe  decayed or a b sc e sse d  t e e t h  cause to o th a c h e s ;  are b e t t e r  
informed about th e  cause o f  gum b o i l s ;  and are more o f te n  o f  th e  
b e l i e f  th a t d ie ta r y  d e f ic i e n c i e s  cause d e n ta l c a r ie s *
White in fo rm a n ts , as aom.~r.red w ith  TIegro in form an ts, more 
o f te n  ta k e  t h e ir  c h ild r e n  to  & d e n t i s t  b e fo re  th ey  com plain o f  p&inj 
more often  know the r eaaon fo r  or exp ress an op in ion  concern ing the 
cause o f  to o th a c h e s  and gum b o i l s ;  and more o fte n  b e l ie v e  d ie ta r y  
d e f ic i e n c i e s  r a th er  than  an e x c e s s iv e  d ie t  o f  sw eets cause d e n ta l  
c a r ie s •
The p resen t in q u ir y  e s t a b l i s h e s  beyond any doubt th a t  r u r a l  
p aren ts a s  a group are n o t w e l l  inform ed sh ou t d e n ta l fa c t s *  T his  
confirm s a h y p o th e s is  and showc n.a w e ll the need fo r  g r ea ter  
d is se m in a tio n  o f  in form ation*
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Informants from the  North Louisiana Study A rea, as comps.red  
w ith thou© from the  South Louisiana Study Area, ar© lo ss  wo 11-informed 
aoout th e  ro o ts  o f deciduous to o th ; a re  b e t te r  informed o f the  f&obe 
about the six  -y ea r molar ; more o ften  have )cnowlodgo o f deciduous 
te e th  in te r  fo r lu g  with, permanent te e th ;  and more o ften  know about the 
p o s s ib i l i ty  o f re p a irin g  aching  teeth#
"White in fo rm an ts, as compared w ith  Negro in fo rm an ts, more 
o f te n  hav© knowledge o f  th e  ro o ts  o f deciduous te e th  and th e  s ix -y e a r  
molar; more o fte n  agree on the expediency o f e x tra c tin g  deciduous 
t e e th  which in t e r f e r  Tdth permanent te e th ;  and more o ften  Tnovr th a t  
an aching  to o th  i s  no t n e c e s s a r i ly  beyond re p a ir*
The study  o f op in ions and a t t i tu d e s  r e la t iv e  to  s e le c te d  
com parative and d iagonostio  asp ec ts  o f d e n ta l ca-e  brought ou t th© 
f a c t  th a t  s ig n if ic a n t  p ropo rtions of the  r u r a l  population  hold b e l ie f s  
which m i l i t a te  a g a in s t  ouch care  fo r  ch ild ren*  The major theorem 
o f  th i s  re se a rc h  e f f o r t  i s  confirmed by th is  discovery*
North L ou isiana  Inform ants d i f f e r  In  a t t i tu d e  and opinion on 
th ese  m attorn from South Louisiana inform ants in  th a t  p ro p o rtio n a te ly  
more o f them a re  o f the  b e l i e f  th a t  d en ta l care fo r o h ild ren  is  more 
im portan t than  th a t  fo r a d u lts  j fewer of them a re  o f th e  b e l i e f  th a t  
deciduous te e th  uro as im portant as permanent te e th ;  more o f them 
a re  o f th e  b e l ie f  th a t  o h ild ren  su ffe r  aa much as a d u lts  w ith  
to o th ach es ; they  more freq u e n tly  oeliev© th a t u ch ild  \dfch a toothache 
i s  a e ic k  c h ild ;  they  more o ften  be lieve  th a t a ch ild  w ith a toothache 
p re se n ts  behavior problem s; th ey  are  more o ften  o f the  b e l ie f  th a t
mm aieooolusions cause psychological handicaps; and mors of them have 
d e f in i te  fe a r  o f  personal experience w ith a d e n t is t .
White inform ants, in  co n tra s t to  Negro inform ants, a re  more 
o fte n  o f the  opinion th a t  den ta l oare fo r ohildren is  more important 
than i t  i s  fo r ad u lts  s th a t  deciduous te e th  are  as important as 
permanent te e th ;  th a t  ohild ren  su ffe r  as  much as ad u lts  w ith too th - 
aohesj th a t  a ch ild  w ith  a toothache is  a sick  oh ild j th a t  a ch ild  
with*a toothache p resen ts  behavior problemsj th a t  maleoooXusions 
oause psychological handicaps; and th a t personal experience w ith a 
d e n t is t  i s  no t to  be feared*
Th* study o f the ro le  o f socio-economic fac to rs  in  a t t i tu d e s ,  
op in ions, and knowledge pointed up several fa c ts  of major in te re s t*  
b r ie f ly  s ta te d ,  the conclusion of these  analyses is  th a t  socio­
economic fa c to rs  ch a ra c te r is in g  an informant bear a causal re la tio n  
to  h is  a t t i tu d e s  and opinions re la t iv e  to  d en ta l oare fo r ohildren* 
A g en e ra lisa tio n  im plied is  th a t ,  w ithin  c e r ta in  l im its ,  a study of 
th e  so c io lo g ica l and eoonomlo c h a ra c te r is t ic s  of a ru ra l  population 
w i l l  be in d ic a tiv e  o f c e r ta in  a t t i tu d e s  p rev a ilin g  among the v a r i­
ously  ch arac te rized  members o f the population*
In the  an a ly s is  of the  re la t io n  o f socio-economic fac to rs  to  
knowledge and opinions i t  was found th a t  (1) younger informants are 
mere l ik e ly  to  be informed about den ta l fac ts  and to  be o f  the 
opinion th a t  p a ren ta l apathy is  responsib le  fo r the n e g le c t  of c h il­
dren** te e th ;  (2 )  P ro te s tan ts  are  s l ig h t ly  b e tte r  inform ed o f  dental 
fh e ts  than C atho lics and more often  believe the p aren ts n e g le c t
m
d en ta l ear© fop ch ild ren  because of apathyS (8) as  compared to  those 
with le e s  formal education , the informants w ith more formal education 
a r* b # t'ker informed about den ta l fhots and a re  mar© often  of the 
opinion th a t  paren ts neg lect den ta l cape fo r ch ild ren  because of 
apathy} (4) inform ants w ith higher lev e ls  of liv in g  a re  b e tte r  Inform­
ed o f d en ta l fa c ts  and a re  more o ften  of the opinion th a t  p aren ta l 
apathy and the fa c t  th a t  paren ts th ink  i t  unnecessary a re  the reason 
fo r  the  n o g lee t o f d en ta l care fo r children*
The study  o f the  re la tio n sh ip  of socio-economic fac to rs  to  
a t t i tu d e s  o f paren ts concerning c e r ta in  aspects of den ta l care 
revealed  th a t  (1) younger inform ants are  more lik e ly  to  have a t t i ­
tudes favorab le  to  d en ta l care fo r children} (2) Informants w ith more 
formal education , in  g en era l, have a t t i tu d e s  more favorable to  den ta l 
ears  fo r children} (9) P ro te s ta n ts , in  co n tra s t to  C atho lics , have 
s l ig h t ly  more favorable a t t i tu d e s  toward den ta l ear© fo r children} 
and (4) persons w ith  higher lev e ls  o f liv in g  have more favorable 
a t t i tu d e s  toward d e n ta l care fo r  ohildren*
R acial d iffe ren ces  a re  no t of g rea t importance in  the r e la ­
tio n sh ip  between knowledge, opin ions, and a t t i tu d e s  and socio­
economic fa c to rs  * In g en era l, however, the whites are  charac terised  
by more p o s itiv e  re la tio n sh ip s  between these fac to rs  and knowledge, 
o p in ions, and a tti tu d e s*
The an a ly sis  o f the re la tio n sh ip  between s e le c te d  a t t i tu d e s  
and d en ta l p rao tio es  o f informants made p o s s ib le  c e r ta in  c o n c lu s io n s ,  
Ih the f i r s t  p lace , th e re  i s  a f a i r  degree of c o n s is te n c y  in  a ttitu d e®
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expressed and d en ta l praotioea followed* The fa c t th a t the two are  
n o t more closely  re la te d  to not cause for concern* R ather, i t  is  
evidence th a t  the prelim inary educational work done ie  bearing some 
f ru it*  A* more a t t i tu d e s  of a favorable nature are  implanted in  the 
m ental "so t” of the in d iv id u a ls , they w il l  have an increasing  tendon** 
ey to  follow approved d en ta l p ractices*  This is  a major p a r t o f the 
program-plarmer»s Job* He w ill  have to  s tr iv e  to  obtain  a c lo se r 
in teg ra tio n  of the  In d iv id u a l*s prac tice  to  h is  a ttitu d e s*
The pa ttern  fo r the to ta l  population d if f e r s  a l i t t l e  from 
the  indiv idual Negro and white d is tr ib u tio n s*  The c ro ss-tab u la tio n  
of opinions and practices in d ica tes  Negroes to  have a s l ig h tly  
larger degree of consistency* Why th is  should be so Is  a  m atter o f 
conjecture* I t  might be th a t  so few Negroes have the background 
knowledge necessary to  the form ulation of an a t t i tu d e  favorable to  
den ta l care th a t  the  few who do are  more co n s is ten t in  following 
approved dental p rac tice s  than a re  the masses of the w hites, who are 
Ju s t well enough informed to  express favorable a t t i tu d e s ,  but have 
not been stim ulated  to  action*
Enough has been said to demonstrate the usefulness which a 
study of c h a ra c te r is tic s , opinions, a t t i tu d e s ,  and o f the in te r ­
re la tio n  o f  these can have in  the improvement o f dental Health o f  
ru ra l children* This study has ind icated  th a t  dental h ea lth  is  
inex tricab ly  woven in to  the whole so c ia l fabric* I ts  contribution  
in  the la rg e , then, is  th a t I t  adds to  the research aimed a t  
improving s o c i e t y  by promoting b e tte r  general health*
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Once the  fundam ental resea rch  has been done, th e  data a n a ly zed , 
and conclusions mad®, ther© w i l l  be a b a a is  fo r  e d u c a tio n a l work.
This w il l  no doubt be th e  prime fu n c tio n  o f  any program. I f ,  fa r  
example, i t  h at been determ ined th a t  c h ild r e n  are n o t r e c e iv in g  care  
because o f p a r e n ta l a p a th y , step® must be taken t o  im press parent*  
w ith  the importance o f  such  o a r e . From th e background o f  th e  research  
d a ta , i t  sh ou ld  be e v id e n t  how t h i s  can b ea t be accom p lish ed . Of 
course, i t  w i l l  have to  be r e a liz e d  th a t  any program geared to  th e  
long-tim e approach w il l  have a g r e a te r  chance o f  suooess.
With the above d iscoveries  before u s , i t  seems both d esirab le  
end p o ssib le  to  conclude by po in ting  out some im plications fo r 
p lanners o f publio h e a lth . I t  i s  e sp ec ia lly  im portant th a t  th ey  
become aware of the various ways in  which so c ia l research can help 
in  the campaign fo r the betterm ent o f ru ra l  h e a lth . O utlining the 
sev era l s tep s  in  the approach to  an a c tu a l program makes i t  possib le 
to  describe the con tribu tions of th e  so c ia l s c ie n t i s t  a t  each le v e l. 
The procedures l i s te d  a re  no t Intended as hard and f a s t  ru le s  j th is  
study and ones o f a s im ila r  n atu re  merely indioat© th e ir  extreme 
u se fu ln e ss . In f a c t ,  i t  seems safe  to  say th a t  i f  some o f  th e  steps 
o f the  follow ing plan a re  ignored , there  w ill  be l i t t l e  p o s s ib il i ty  
o f  p ra o tio a l answers.
In  the f i r s t  p lace , although the need  m ight seem apparent, i t  
wise to  determine unmet need fo r  d e n ta l a t te n t io n  among the  
population  of any p a r tic u la r  area b efo re  th in k in g  about or a ttem p tin g  
to  devise co rrec tiv e  programs. Although a t  f i r s t  thought th e  c o s t
m
o f suoh an undertaking might seem p r o h ib i t iv e ,  t h i s  in form ation  cjari 
be supplied  in  a t  le a s t  two r e la t iv e l y  rap id  and in ex p en siv e  my®  
w ithout re q u irin g  th e  v a lu a b le  time o f  a prao titioner*  The f i r s t  
involves the  use o f a medical or d e n ta l needs sc h e d u le . Such a  
schedule makes i t  possib le  fo r  even  a la y  in te r v iew er  t o  o b ta in  th e  
d es ired  type o f inform ation.^  The second m ethod, which i s  fa s te r  
i f  no t as  comprehensive, involves the e n l i s t in g  o f  help from p u b lio -  
sehool teachers* I t  has been demonstrated th a t ,  u s in g  a  w d  as a 
gu ide , teach ers  can make a s a tis fa c to ry  appraiat?.! o f  c h ild r e n * s  
m o u t h s A f t e r  the Inform ation has been gathered i t  should  be 
c a re fu lly  tab u la ted  and analysed* This inform ation w ill be of basic 
im portance•
I f  a high inoidcnoe of unmet need i s  found, the second s te p  
can begin* This w il l  involve the ap p lica tio n  of proved resea rch  
techniques to  the  so lu tio n  o f the problem. The s o c ia l  s c ie n t is t  
has h is  co n trib u tio n  to  make here , inasmuch as a lm ost ev ery  r a t io n a l  
scheme to  improve h ea lth  req u ires  inform ation which he Is  best equipped 
to  supply . For in stan ce , the p resen t study shows th a t (1) a
1 For d esc rip tio n s  of th is  type of sch ed u le  and for t e s t s  of 
i t s  v a l id i ty  sect Edgar A. Sohuler, Sel* C. Mayo, and Henry B* 
Makcwer, "Measuring Unmet Heeds fo r Medical Care) An Experiment in  
Method," Rural Sociology, XX (1946), 162-168i and C harles R* Hoffer 
and Edgar A. Sohuler, in  co-operation with R o sa lie  N e lig h , M .D., and 
Thomas Robinson, M.D., "Determ ination of unmet Need fo r M edical 
A tte n t io n  Among Michigan farm F a m ilie s ,"  The Journal o f  the M ichigan  
S ta te  Medical S ocie ty , UVI (1947), 443-4W7
* Floy Bngoni* Whltohoed. "Eooooroh 1b J ta t r l t lo n EduOf»tion.» 
jo u rn a l o f  the  American ^ la t e t io  A s s o c ia t io n , 3QLIIX ,  oA^-oxe*
m
detorm ination o f so c io -eco n o m ic  M o to rs ch arac te ris in g  th e  p o p u la tion  
w il l  suggest c e r ta in  reasons fo r  unmet d e n ta l needs |  (2 )  a stu d y  of 
knowledge, a t t i tu d e s  , and o p in io n s  w i l l  provide in d isp en sa b le  in fo r ­
mation fo r  planning educational program s, and (S) in v e s t ig a t io n s  o f  
the  in te r - re la tio n sh ip s  betw een so  looted , s o c ia l  and h e a lth  pheaaomenifc 
have much p ra c tic a l  va lu e*  A ll in  a l l ,  any s e r io u s  e f f o r t  in  the  
fo ra  o f an ac tio n  program must depend a t  l e a s t  to  bosks e x te n t  on 
s o c ia l research  fo r d eterm in ing  the d ir e c t io n  o f  em phasis*
With th e  in form ation  ob ta in ed  in  the f i r s t  two s te p s  i t  1® 
p o ssib le  to  plan an e d u c a t io n a l program* I t  w i l l  probably  be 
necessary  to  conduct a t r i a l  p ro je c t to  determ ine the e f f e c t iv e n e s s  
o f  the  se le c te d  approaches* When s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s  are  ob ta in ed  
i t  w i l l  be po ssib le  to  a d m in is ter  th e  program on a la r g e  sc a le *
The f in a l  or fo u r th  s te p  comes a f t e r  th e 'e d u c a t io n a l program* 
The planner can begin a t  t h is  p o in t  t o  th in k  o f  se cu r in g  w hatever i s  
lacking in  the way o f  adequate d e n ta l p erso n n e l and equipment* This 
w i l l ,  o f cou rse , in v o lv e  th e  making of arrangem ents fo r  th e  p r o v is io n  
o f serv ice  reg ard less  o f  economic means* In t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  i t  i s  n o t  
the  aim o f the w r ite r  to  propose schemes by w hich d e n ta l care ean be 
furn ished  t o  th o se  unable to  pay fo r  i t *  However, i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  
o a l l  a t te n t io n  tc  the  f a c t  th a t  d e n t i s t s  th em selves h a w  con sid ered  
th e  problem and made sev era l suggestions*®
3 "Council on Dental H ealth  R eports on R e su lts  o f  tne  
Louisiana Dental H ealth W orkshop,” The Journal 
A sso c ia tio n , XXXV <1»47), 2 8 6 -2 9 1 , g M O e s e a r o h
&ZB
In conclusion, i t  is  the f in s  b e l ie f  o f the w rite r  th a t  th® 
resoareh  a n a ly s ts , th® h e a lth  s p e c ia l is ts ,  th© planning groups, and 
government o f f i c ia l s  must pool th e ir  e f fo r ts  and knowledge* Only 
when th ese  groups work together in  close harmony w il l  so c ie ty  be 
p o s itiv e ly  assured o f genuine progress in  the general f ie ld  o f health*
Hearings before a Subcommittee on the C o m it  tee  on Education and Labor, 
United S ta te s  Senate, 79th Congress, F ir s t  Session on S. 190 and S. 
1099, Washington* Government P rin tin g  O ffice , 1946j and, John W* 
Kputson, "Evaluating Dental Health Programs,’* Public Health Reports, 
LVII, Ho* 66 (1942).
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